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NOTES  ON 

THE  VREDENBURGH  AND 

BURNETT  FAMILIES 


THE   VREDENBURGH   FAMILY 

Willem  Isaacsen  Van  Vredenburch  is  the 
first  of  the  family  of  whom  I  can  find  any- 
satisfactory  information,  in  America.  He 
came  over  in  the  Golden  (or  Gilded)  Beaver 
from  the  Hague,  arriving  in  New  Amsterdam 
May,  1658  (some  say  in  1654).  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  service  of  the  Dutch  West 
India  Co.,  as  is  shown  by  his  petition  of  June 
1 6th,  1 66 1  for  remission  of  the  price  of  his 
passage  (vid.  Col.  Dutch  Mss.  p.  225),  and 
was  in  the  garrison  of  Fort  Wm.  Hendrick 
and  in  the  new  fortification  of  New  Orange. 
W.  Isaacsen  V.  "Uytten  Hage"  (from  the 
Hague)  married  Appolonia  Barents  [daughter 
of  Barent  Jacobsyen  (Cool)  and  Maritje 
Leenderts]  of  New  Amsterdam,  who  was  bap- 
tized in  N.  A.  Jan.  29,  1635. 


2  Notes  on  the  Vredenburgh 

In  1 673  Willem  Isaacsen  Van  Vredenburch 
was  living  under  the  walls  of  Fort  Wm.  Hen- 
drick  and  the  new  fortifications  of  New 
Orange,  which  being  endangered  thereby,  he 
was  ordered  to  move  and  the  surveyor  was 
ordered  to  set  off  to  him  lot  No.  1  on  the  west 
side  of  Broadway  in  what  was  the  garden  of 
the  West  India  Co.  (for  particulars  see  in  Lib. 
12,  p.  14  of  Conveyances,  Hall  of  Records, 
N.  Y.  City,  the  conveyance  by  W.  V.  V.  to 
David  Ackerman  of  "House  &  Lott"). 

In  1677  ne  moved  to  Esopus.  Baptisms 
&c  of  his  children  in  church  books  of  New 
York,  Kingston  and  Rhinebeck.  Oct.  19, 
1678,  he  sold  the  house  above  referred  to  for 
1 750  Guilders  wampum— from  which  it  would 
appear  that  he  was  engaged  in  the  Indian 
trade, — but  he  still  describes  himself  as  of  the 
City  of  New  York.  Among  his  10  recorded 
children  (beginning  with  Isaac,  baptized  Oct. 
4,  1665, — who  married  the  widow  Janneken 
Joosten)  was  Johannes  Van  Vredenbursh, 
baptized  in  New  York  Oct.  21,  1671,  who 
married  Johanna  de  la  Montagne,  and  whose 
first  (?)  son  appears  to  have  been  Johannes, 
baptized  1697,  who  married  Sarah  Waldron. 
Among  the  other  children,  seven  in  number, 
were  a  daughter  named  Appolonia  and 

Willem  V.  V.,  baptized  1704,  who  married 
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Willimyntje  Nack.  He  died  1783,  leaving 
a  will  (v.  lib.  36.  p.  364,  in  surrogate's  office 
New  York,  and  the  original  will,  which  is 
kept  in  the  safe)  by  which  he  leaves  his  "best 
Dutch  Bible  to  my  son  John  .  .  .  the 
whole  income  of  my  estate  to  my  dear,  loving 
wife  Willimyntje  deuring  she  remains  my 
widow  .  .  .  butt  ...  if  she  remary  }/% 
to  my  children  .  .  .  and  to  my  grandchild 
Willimyntje."  The  executors  were  his  wife 
and  his  sons  Matthias,  Willem,  and  John  who 
was  granted  papers  of  administration  as 
sole  surviving  executor  April  5,  1 784.  Willem 
V.  V.  and  Willimyntje  his  wife  appear  to  have 
had  conveyed  to  them  in  1 765  "all  that  House 
and  Lott  of  Ground  (described  in  deed  of  177 1 
as,)  nigh  the  new  Goal  known  in  the  map  of 
that  part  of  the  city  as  Lott  #113.  ...  98 
ft.  6  in.  on  S.  W.  side  and  97  ft.  5  in.  on  N.  E. 
and  in  breadth  frunting  the  highway  that 
leadeth  to  King's  bridge  30  ft.  3  in. — in  the 
rear  29  ft.  3  in.  in  rear  Lott  114.  King 
George  st. "  being  "2  lotts  conveyed  by  Re- 
nier  Shatts  and  Elsie  his  wife. "  On  May  2d 
1 77 1,  Wm.  V.  of  City  of  N.  Y.  Feltmaker  and 
Willimyntie  his  wife  convey  this  property 
"for  £550  current  lawful  money  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  N.  Y.  to  Jacob  Baut  Carman." 
The  executor  and  son  of  W.  V.  V., 


4  Notes  on  the  Vredenburgh 

John  or  Johannes  Wm.  V.V.,  born  1730, 
married  Mary  tie  Van  Wagenen  May  12, 
1755,  and  died  1794  at  Red  Hook  N.  Y. 
They  had  six  children,  of  whom  Teuntje, 
born  1756,  married  Abraham  Varick,  brother 
of  Robert  V.,  the  first  elected  mayor  of  New 
York  (from  1789  to  1791).  Willimyntie 
(born  1762)  married  Dr.  Wm.  Wheeler  of 
Red  Hook,  and  Willem  John  married  Eliza- 
beth Townsend.  John  W.V.V.  is  probably 
the  "Hatter"  who  with  Mary  his  wife  mort- 
gaged a  "Lott  and  store-house  ...  in  the 
Dock  ward" — opposite  to  his  "messuage  or 
Dwelling,  store-house,  &  other  Lott  of 
Ground  fronting  the  street  commonly  called 
Dock  Street  wharf"  (Lib.  3  p.  304  Mtgs.),  and 
that  sold  to  David  Masterton  "a  parcel  lying 
in  the  Dock  ward  under  water"  and  opposite 
his  "certain  store  house  adjoining  the  Dock 
or  street  commonly  called  Little  Water  St. 
bounded  .  .  .  by  a  pier  built  at  the  en- 
trance of  said  dock  on  East  side  of  lot  recently 
granted  by  Mayor  &  Aldermen  to  Peter  Jay 
deceased. " 

The  Dock  Street  above  mentioned  is  pre- 
sumed to  be  the  same  as  the  Great  Dock 
Street  named  subsequently,  which  became  in 
time,  by  a  sad  euphuism,  Pearl  St.,  and  his 
"messuage  or  dwelling"  was  probably  the 
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old  homestead  #46  or  62,  "advertised  for 
sale"  and  spoken  of  in  1796,  in  Ab.  Varick's 
bill  to  Wm.  J.  Vredenburg,  as  the  "old 
dwelling  house  in  Pearl  St.";  and  in  an  ac- 
count of  Ab.  Varick  with  Wm.  J.  Vredenburg 
where  £247.15.6  is  given  as  the  "1st  pay- 
ment of  my  wife  Teuntie's  3d  part  of  the  old 
mansion  house  of  her  late  father  John  W.  V. 
Vredenburgh"  (who  had  died  in  1794,  two 
years  previously).  In  the  same  account  A. 
Varick  is  stated  to  have  bought  from  John 
W.  V.'s  estate  a  "Negro  woman  Jin,"  and 
Aug.  30th,  W.  J.  V.  is  "Dr.  to  Ab.  Varick  for 
Cash  paid  for  old  Betty's  board,  belonging 
to  the  estate  of  Grandfather  Vredenburgh 
£7.6.0." 

By  the  papers  in  my  possession  I  find  that, 
in  the  years  177 1-2-3,  Jno-  W.  (?)  V.  sold 
"beaver  hats"  @,  £2.5.0  each,  (£9.  for  four), 
and  charged  3/.  for  cleaning  the  same ;  and  at 
this  time  I  presume  that  he  was  living  in 
his  house  in  Great  Dock  Street  and  doing 
business  in  his  "store  house"  on  the  same 
street.  During  the  Revolution  I  think  he 
was  living  at  Red  Hook  and  that  the  Dock 
Street  property  was  in  charge  of  (his  brother- 
in-law?)  H.  C.  Van  Wagenen,  who  brings  in 
bills  for  "Expenses  on  the  house  £6.6.7" — 
"mending    fence   17/9" — "Repairs    on    the 
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house,  after  the  fire  in  79,  £12.14.8,"  and 
credits  J.  W.  V.  "by  rents  rec'd  from  Mrs. 
Lynch"  for  1 777-8-9-80-81,  varying  from 
£40  to  £150  per  annum  (?).  There  are  also 
charges  for  "Sundries  sent  by  Flag  £10.14.6 
— Cash  sent  by  Livingston  £25.6.4 — To  1 
Doz.  bowstrings  sent  10/.— Repairing  his 
watch  &  Key  19/8 — Two  lbs.  of  green  tea 
sent  him  £2.12.0,"  and  for  "2  doz.  pr.  of 
Chapes"  (?). 

Another  item  that  may  interest  us,  is 
under  Aug.  19,  1780 — "To  Cash  by  his  order 

to  his  son  "— (W.  J.  V.  ?)— "  £3 1 4-0- " 

The  above  noted  apparent  absence  of  John 
W.  V.  from  the  City  of  New  York,  may  also 
be  accounted  for  by  the  supposition  that  he 
was  serving  in  the  Continental  army  during  the 
Revolution — which  is  perhaps  confirmed  by 
the  Revolutionary  papers  of  New  York,  which 
(according  to  Mrs.  D.  A.  Storey)  state,  I.  224 
&  II.  12  &  27,  that,  "John  Wm.  Vredenburgh 
was  Sergeant  in  The  Company  of  Grenadiers 
1775-6.  January  29,  1776  he  offered  with 
other  members  of  the  first  Battalion  of  Inde- 
pendent Companies  to  enter  the  service  of 
his  country" — "He  served  as  a  Sergeant  in 
Col.  Lasher's  Regiment  of  New  York  militia. 
A  paper  dated  at  the  camp  at  White  Plains 
Oct.    26th  1776  Recommending  Officers  for 
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Commissions,  signed  by  Lieut.  Col.  Stock- 
holm &  Major  James  Abeel  has  the  following 
reference  to  him  'John  Vredenburgh  who's 
Captain  &  Lieutenant  are  gone  to  the  Regu- 
lars, and  has  done  the  duty  of  the  whole  com- 
pany since,  and  has  acted  as  captain. '  Feb. 
25th,  1777,  he  is  on  the  Roll  of  Col.  Lasher's 
Regiment  as  Lieutenant  Vredenburgh." 

I  have  found  nothing  among  the  Vreden- 
burgh papers  to  either,  directly,  confirm  or 
disprove  the  belief  that  the  John  W.  V.  in 
question  was  our  J.  W.  V.  (the  father  of  the 
Col.  Wm.  J.  V.  who  settled  in  Skaneateles) — 
nor  any  evidence  that  the  Col.'s  military 
titles  grew  out  of  anything  more  serious  than 
his  services  in  the  N.  Y.  state  militia. 

William  John  V.  V.,  born  1760,  baptized 
April  1 8th,  (son  of  John  W.  V.  V.  and  Mary- 
tie  Van  Wagenen)  married  Elizabeth  Town- 
send,  Cherry  St.  N.  Y.,  Sept.  3rd,  1780.  She 
was  born  April  27,  1763  and  died  in  New  York 
July  14,  1798.  His  second  wife  whom  he 
married  in  1799,  was  Mary  Rozier  Gilzean, 
widow  of  Dr.  William  Gilzean,  late  "of 
Newtown,  Queen's  County,  Nassau  Island, 
State  of  New  York,"  an  Englishman,  by 
birth,  who  for  several  years  had  been  "a 
practitioner  in  Physic  &  Surgery"  in  "the 
Parish  of  St.   James,   Cornwall,   Jamaica," 
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from  which  place  he  migrated  "for  the  bene- 
fit of  his  Health,"  to  Newtown  about  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1795,  at  which  time 
(Apr.  14th)  he  gave  to  Richard  &  Lawrence 
Yates,  of  that  place,  a  purchase  mortgage 
(£580)  for  22  acres,  actually  in  their  posses- 
sion and  3  other  pieces  amounting  to  13  acres. 

The  first  fact  which  I  have  been  able  to 
establish  with  any  certainty  regarding  Wil- 
liam J.  Vredenburgh  is  that  on  the  3d  Sept., 
1780  he,  being  then  twenty  years  old  and 
over,  married  Elizabeth  Townsend  who  was 
at  that  time  eighteen  years  old.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Piatt  Townsend  and  Elizabeth 
Hubbard  his  wife,  who  was  the  daughter  of 
Dr.  Nathaniel  Hubbard  and  his  wife  Mary. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  marriage  of  W. 
J.  V.  took  place  Sept.,  1780,  while  the  British 
were  still  in  occupation  of  New  York  City, 
which  they  did  not  evacuate  until  Oct.  25th, 
1783,  and  that  the  war  came  to  a  close  by  the 
treaty  of  peace  signed  on  the  23rd  of  Sept. 
of  the  same  year. 

Immediately  after  the  war  we  find  indica- 
tions that  J.  Wm.  V.  and  Wm.  J.  V.,  father 
and  son,  were  engaged  in  a  commission  and 
storage  business — and  as  early  as  1785  Wm. 
J.  V.  and  John  Currie  had  combined  under 
the  firm  name  of  Currie  and  Vredenburgh  to 
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carry  on  the  same  class  of  business,  their  book 
of  sales  showing  various  consignments  (most- 
ly from  captains  of  vessels)  of  goods  in  store 
and  to  be  sold  on  2^2%  commission — includ- 
ing such  items  as  the  following — Flour,  in 
4  to  100  bbl.  lots  and  described  as  "good, 
common,  Cornel  or  Cornell"  (cannel?): 
Indian  Corn  in  50  to  460  bushel  lots:  Peas, 
293  bushels:  Chocolate,  2  boxes:  Joists  & 
Lath :  Planks  &  boards :  Casks,  boxes,  Trunks : 
Butter:  nails:  Flaxseed:  Apples:  46  pairs  of 
Buckskin  breeches:  23  bladders  of  Snuff: 
4  barrels  of  Codfish:  23  bbls.  Buckwheat: 
25  bbls.  of  Beef:  1  bbl.  of  Pork  for  Mr.  Nich. 
Brevoort — "proved  to  be  rusty  &  damaged "  : 
4  Hhds.  "Hardware  &  Dry  goods":  120 
Bow  saws :  Butter,  beeswax  &  beans  for  Peter 
Livingston — &c — . 

For  some  reason  this  business  seems  not  to 
have  run  very  smoothly,  and  in  April  of  1 787 
we  find  Fr.  Childs  bringing  in  a  bill  for  adver- 
tizing the  dissolution  of  the  partnership  of 
Currie  &  Vredenburgh.  Wm.  J.  V.  also 
writes  that  he  has  learned  that  "behind  my 
back"  his  partner  has  dared  to  couple  the 
name  of  Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh  with  the  epi- 
thets "scoundrel  &  villain,"  for  which  he  is 
"determined  to  have  satisfaction."  "Pis- 
tols &  Coffee  for  two"  were  then  in  fashion — 
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but  the  matters  at  issue  were  finally  settled 
by  arbitration. 

And  so  an  end  of  Currie  &  Vredenburgh. 
Meantime  little  Maria  Hubbard  V.,  born 
Sept.  3d,  1785,  was  getting  to  be  a  big  girl — 
old  enough  to  admire  the  bright  new  set  of 
"cyphered"  china  which  had  just  come  from 
Canton — to  which  distant  port,  as  to  many 
others,  we  may  imagine  that  her  father's 
restless  eyes  were  already  beginning  to 
turn. 

In  fact  even  as  early  as  the  winter  before 
little  Maria  arrived  upon  the  scene,  J.  W. 
Warrener  (Captain  presumably)  writes  from 
" Paramarabo, "  "I  am  verry  sorry  that  I 
have  it  in  my  power  to  say  that  I  mist  it  much 
in  some  of  the  articles  bot.  in  N.  Y.  for  this 
market — particularly  the  menhaden.  The 
nuts  &  peas  will  Doe  Midling.  My  oysters 
were  half  spoiled,  but  the  rest  brought  me  2 
Dolls,  per  pot.  Shall  bring  in  return  Mo- 
lasses, Rum  or  Cocoa.  Shall  sail  from  this 
on  8th  Febr.  &  try  to  git  home  in  24  days  tho. 
30  in  getting  here.  Had  a  hard  gale  of  wind 
3  days  after  leaving  home  &  carried  away 
some  of  my  spars  but  saved  all  my  cattle 
tho  obliged  to  heave  my  hay  overboard  & 
some  of  my  hoops,  from  your  quarter,  was 
washed  away  by  the  heavy  sea. — my  pumps 
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was  both  choaked  in  the  gale  but  I  was 
obliged  to  hist  them  out  or  sink." 

Unfortunately  we  do  not  know  the  name 
of  the  vessel — nor  what  interest,  if  any,  Wm. 
J.  V.  had  in  her — aside  from  the  cargo. 

After  an  interval  of  some  3  years  Capt. 
Batt.  Flowers  reports  from  "Barra"  (Para?) 
July  4,  1788,  "We  arrived  hear  on  the  3d 
after  14  days  passage,"  but  his  letter  (in  an 
old  Log  book)  gets  no  farther — and  there  is  a 
blank,  as  far  as  our  information  goes,  in 
regard  to  shipping  ventures  in  foreign  parts, 
for  several  years;  but  we  have  Capt.  Dunn 
in  his  sloop  (name  unknown)  cruising  around 
from  port  to  port  on  the  Atlantic  coast  and 
rivers,  at  Wilmington  N.  C.  loading  with  rum, 
tar  and  tobacco  "on  account  of  Wm.  Frading 
Burgh,  "  whom  he  is  to  meet  at  various  places 
"up  the  Delaware"  regarding  purchase,  or 
sales,  of  flour,  butter,  salt,  rum  &c,  with  all 
the  intricacies  of  New  York,  Carolina,  Penn- 
sylvania and  other  pounds,  shillings  and 
pence,  to  say  nothing  of  dollars  and  cents, — 
Carolina  paper  money  being  quoted  at  14/. 
per  Dollar.  From  a  note  on  the  back  of  one 
of  the  bills  of  domestic  produce,  "3  lotts.  Nos. 
30.  39  &  46  of  250  acres,  in  the  township  of 
Banf,  County  of  Gloucester,  State  of  Ver- 
mont,"  it  would  appear  that  Mr.  Vreden- 
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burgh  was  also  beginning  to  be  interested 
in  the  purchase  of  land,  which  subsequently 
engaged  a  great  deal  of  his  time  and  attention. 
Among  the  undated  and  unsigned  papers 
of  about  this  period  I  find,  in  the  W.  J.  V. 
handwriting,  a  rough  draft  of  "an  Act" 
which  seems  to  point  very  clearly  to  coming 
events,  if  not  to  an  enterprise  in  which  he  was 
already  engaged.  The  following  is  an  ab- 
stract. "Whereas  the  emigration  of  Poor 
persons  from  Europe  hath  conduced  greatly 
to  the  settlement  of  this  State  while  a  Colony 
&  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  tending  to  the 
discouragement  of  further  Importation  of 
such  poor  Persons — Therefor  be  it  enacted 
that  every  Contract,  made  already  or  here- 
after to  be  made  by  any  Infant  or  other  Per- 
son coming  from  beyond  the  sea,  executed  in 
the  presence  of  2  witnesses  .  .  .  and  ac- 
knowledged by  the  servant  before  any  Mayor 
.  .  .  shall  bind  the  party  entering  into  the 
same  ...  for  such  services  as  therein 
specified  .  .  .  and  the  assignment  thereof 
.  .  .  shall  be  effectual  to  transfer  the  same 
....  But  no  contract  shall  bind  any 
Infant  longer  than  his  or  her  arrival  at  full 
age  of  21  years — Excepting  such  as  shall  be 
bound  to  raise  money  for  payment  of  their 
Passages,  who  may  be  bound  until  24  years, 
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provided  the  term  shall  not  exceed  4  years  in 
the  whole. ' '  On  the  back  of  the  paper  is  a  list 
of  persons  with  wives — and  children  from  4 
to  10  years  old, — charged  from  41  G.  4 
crowns  to  21  G.  1  cr.  and  noted  as  "indis- 
posed of"  Oct.  3d. 

This  importation  of  Redemptioners,  as 
they  came  in  time  to  be  called,  was  an  indus- 
try in  which  Wm.  J.  V.  became  largely  inter- 
ested and  undoubtedly  was  a  considerable 
factor  in  building  up  of  the  prosperity  of  the 
young  country, — for  the  new  comers  were  of 
almost  every  European  race  and  of  many 
varying  crafts  and  callings.  Their  services 
were  in  great  demand  and  readily  farmed  out 
or  sold — provided  they  did  not  (as  many 
appear  to  have  done)  run  away  as  soon  as 
their  feet  had  touched  the  land  of  liberty. 
This  diminished  the  profits,  and  then  there 
were  the  many  children  whose  prospective 
services  were  of  doubtful  value. 

These  "poor  persons"  were  shipped  as 
"passengers,  "  "to  be  furnished  the  same  vic- 
tuals &  drink  as  the  crew,"  at  the  rate 
(graded  from  3  years  to  1 5  and  over)  of  from 
6  to  15  guineas  each,  for  which  they  agreed  to 
be  bound  out  in  America  "until  payment  is 
made. " 

Probably  at  this  period  Wm.  J.  V.  and  his 
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family  were  living  at  the  corner  of  Great 
Dock  (or  Pearl  St.)  &  Broad,  opposite  the 
old  Delancy  Mansion — which  had  become 
the  now  celebrated  Fraunces'  Tavern,  and 
doubtless  the  family  tradition  that  little 
Maria  V.  (AE.  3  yrs.  &  7  ms.)  standing,  a- 
tip-toe,  on  the  stoop  of  her  own  home  saw 
The  Father  of  His  Country,  escorted  by  her 
own  father  (arrayed  in  gorgeous  regimentals) 
ride  through  the  street  crowded  with  shout- 
ing multitudes, — is  founded  on  the  fact  that 
on  the  30th  of  April,  1789,  Washington  made 
his  triumphal  procession  through  Broad  St. 
to  Wall  to  be  inaugurated  as  first  President 
of  the  United  States. 

Much  of  the  charm  of  History,  both  Na- 
tional and  Family,  is  often  due  to  the  honest 
though  imaginative  embroidery  of  well  mean- 
ing scribes, — but  as  all  the  assertions  of  this 
sketch  are  founded,  when  not  otherwise 
stated,  upon  evidence  both  documentary  and 
contemporary,  I  must  pass  over  all  allusion 
to  "Colonel  Vredenburgh" — "Washington's 
staff"  &c,  and  state  that  the  first  mention  I 
have  found  of  Mr.  Vredenburgh' s  military 
rank  is  in  a  bill  addressed  to  "Capt.  Vreden- 
burgh," of  the  date  of  June  23d,  1791 — for 
"12  mahogany  chairs, — 1  pair  of  card-tables, 
— 1  pair  Andirons, — 1  Tea  Ern, — Shovel  & 
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tongs" — Total  £20.18.6;  all  of  which  has  a 
comfortable,  hospitable  sound  and  seems  to 
indicate  prosperity  as  well.  This  impression 
is  heightened  by  the  occurrence  of  occasional 
bills  like  the  following,  "For  1  quarter  cask 
of  red  Port  wine"  (brought  over  by  Capt. 
O'Neill)  "£12.5.6":  "2  galls  Sherry  19/.": 
"1  case  Gin  £2.8.0,  1  cheese  10/.:  3  galls, 
wine  £1.10.0":  "  1  barrel  best  Beer  (brought 
apparently  from  Philadelphia  by  Capt.  Dunn 
— on  "the  sloop")  £2.6.6":  "1  dozen  Porter 
@  8/." — supplied  to  Mr.  Fretenborough, 
46  Great  Dock  street  by  Sam.  Green  "at  his 
Porter  Warehouse  15  Water  St.  N.  Y. " — 
with  here  and  there  charges  for  "Perry"  and 
"  Metheglin, "  those  good  old  fashioned  bever- 
ages which  the  frugal  housewives  of  New 
England  used  to  make  from  the  by-products 
of  their  pear  trees  and  bee  hives.  We  also 
catch  at  times  a  faint  but  not  very  doubtful 
aroma  of  Punch, — suggestive  of  conviviality. 
To  be  sure  the  family  was  growing,  for 
Eliza  had  come,  to  keep  little  Maria  com- 
pany, in  1790 — but  this  would  scarcely 
account  for  the  bills  for  "  1  Double  Gloster 
cheese  23  lbs.  @  8/1  per  lb. — Fine  Souchong 
Tea,  olives,  bottled  porter  &c"  even  if  we 
count  in  the  "Wench" — and  Sarah  Stillwell 
whose  receipt  we  have  of  "20  shillings  in  full 
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for  i  month's  services.  "  What  these  services 
were  we  do  not  know,  nor  whether  she 
replaced  "Irish  Nancy"  of  the  year  before, 
of  whom  it  is  noted  that  she  "staid  with  the 
family  4  days."  Then  there  were,  to  come 
back  to  our  "moutons, "  the  claims  of  com- 
panions in  arms  which  had  to  be  considered, 
and  matters  military  to  be  discussed — doubt- 
less with  proper  accessories — for  the  position 
of  Captain  was  not  a  sinecure.  In  addition 
to  providing  his  own  "Yuneform  Coat"  & 
"Infantry  Cap  for  self  £2.2.0,"  Isaac 
Styvitz's  bill  charges  Capt.  V.  with  "A  cap 
for  Drummer  £1.15.0:  1  silver  plate:  1  eagle 
8/.:  Cap  for  fifer  £1.15.0,"  and  Wm.  Hoff- 
master  claims  "For  teaching  yr.  fifer  Hoff- 
man to  play  on  the  fife  20  shillings." 

Soon  after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary 
war  great  activity  began  to  be  displayed  in 
the  purchase  of  lands  set  aside,  both  by 
congress  and  by  the  several  states,  for  the 
settlement  of  the  many  claims  which  had 
accrued  against  empty  treasuries.  The  long 
suffering  and  often  ragged  veterans  were 
going  about  with  certificates  of  faithful 
service  and  honorable  discharge  (signed  by 
Washington  and  Trumbull) — but  with  no 
mone}^  in  their  pockets.  These  certificates 
were  good  for  fertile  acres  in  distant  un- 
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surveyed  regions  as  soon  as  the  land  could  be 
surveyed  and  apportioned,  and  as  soon  as 
there  was  any  way  open  for  travel.  The  men 
of  the  Regiments  called  out  in  1781  by  the 
State  of  New  York  "for  the  protection  of  the 
Western  frontier,"  says  Mr.  J.  D.  Barrow, 
"were  to  be  paid  in  lands.  For  this  purpose 
a  tract,  now  comprising  the  Counties  of 
Onondaga,  Cayuga,  Seneca,  Cortland  and 
parts  of  Tompkins,  Wayne  and  Oswego  was 
appropriated" — but  no  action  was  taken  to 
settle  these  claims  until  1784,  and  not  until 
two  years  later  was  "Simeon  De  Witt,  Sur- 
veyor General,  authorized  by  the  Legislature 
to  survey  the  townships  and  military  tracts — 
and  the  roads  of  Montgomery  County — 
now  called  Onondaga."  "In  1790  &  91 
General  Wadsworth  opened  a  practicable 
road  for  emigrants  to  his  Western  posses- 
sions." Meantime  the  old  soldiers  were 
selling  their  claims, — and  often  many  times 
over — to  whoever  would  buy.  "Even  the 
officers,  on  the  frontiers  &  elsewhere" — 
writes  W.  J.  V. — "have  been  obliged  to  sell 
pay  due  them,  (which  they  cannot  get  & 
which  has  been  due  them  many  years,) — at 
a  very  low  rate :  some  have  assigned  the  whole 
to  receive  a  3d,  4th  or  5th  part  immediately." 
And  this  refers  to  back  pay — "specie  due 
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them"  since  1783,  and  for  which  Congress 
had  voted  appropriations. 

In  the  draft  of  a  petition  (or  expostulation) 
in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Vredenburgh — 
but  not  signed,  he  describes  himself  as  "One 
of  those  who  speculate  in  all  kinds  of  Pay  & 
Public  securities  due  to  officers  or  soldiers  of 
any  line  or  State"  and  states  that  he  has 
"now  by  me  Sixty  Assignments  amounting 
by  the  Paymaster  General's  account  to 
$1800."  "I  bought,"  he  adds,  "soldiers 
Bounty  lands  at  the  same  time  as  I  bought 
their  pay,  by  different  assignments. — I  pre- 
sented the  powers  for  the  Land  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  who  without  hesitation  issued 
the  Warrants"  but  "out  of  the  few  claims 
that  I  have  lodged  in  the  Paymaster  Genl.'s 
office  I  find  there  are  several  that  are  claimed 
by  others."  Indeed  he  even  ventures  the 
remark,  (exaggerated  it  is  to  be  hoped,) — 
"I  have  no  doubt  that  frauds  have  been 
committed  in  buying  &  selling  soldiers'  pay," 
but  "where  there  has  been  one  instance  of 
soldiers  being  cheated  there  have  been  fifty 
instances  of  soldiers  cheating.  " 

This  document  is  endorsed  "see  page  352 
of  U.  S.  laws  passed  7th  June  1790."  The 
60  assignments  mentioned  were  from  "men 
of  the  Virginia  line"  and  were  presented  to 
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the  Paymaster  General  who  "acknowledged 
them  to  be  duly  executed  &c.  and  noted 
them  for  payment"  "but  the  state  of  the 
Treasury  was  not  then  in  a  situation  to  pay 
them" — and  later — "in  consequence  of  a 
late  Resolve  of  Congress"  "the  Paymaster 
Gen.  has  his  doubts  whether  it  does  not 
exclude  me  from  receiving  payment  for  those 
assignments  as  they  now  are" — and  so  it 
went.  The  branches  represented  among  these 
"Virginia  Liners"  are  artillery,  dragoons, 
infantry,  Lee's  legion,  and  Posey's  detach- 
ment— and  some  of  the  names  are  amusing; 
int.  al.  "John  Booze,  James  Mackerell, 
John  Goatly,  Nath.  Triplet,  Bezabeel  Morris, 
Thomas  Tapley. " 

The  price  paid  for  soldiers'  claims — for 
600  acres  each — in  1789  appears  to  have 
ranged  from  £3.4.0  (N.  Y.  currency)  to 
£8.0.0,  about  one  half  of  them  being  bought 
for  from  £3.4.0  to  £3.8.0.  This  gradually 
increased,  and  12  out  of  60  on  one  of  W.  J. 
V.'s  lists  were  bought  at  £8,0.0.  Within 
six  months  about  one  half  of  these  had  been 
sold  by  him  at  from  £6.8.0.  to  £12  each. 
But  many  of  the  rights  had  been  sold  more 
than  once — and  as  farther  security  for  money 
received  Simon  (his  X  mark)  Peterson — 
witness   Simeon   Levy   and   Moses   Israel — 
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deposited  with  the  purchaser  his  certificate 
of  yearly  pension,  with  authority  to  stop 
pension  from  the  auditor  of  the  State  Trea- 
sury. John  (his  X  mark)  Bennet  sells, 
remits,  releases,  quit  claims  and  assigns  his 
Gratuity  or  Bounty  (ioo  acres  from  Congress 
and  500  from  this  State)  for  £3.4.0 — with  the 
same  security,  i.e.  "  Invalid  Certificate. "  For 
sending  these  warrants  Capt.  Stag  was  to  be 
allowed  half  profits  or  ]/2  dollar  each. 

Again,  "Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh  agrees  with 
Abraham  Hardenburgh  that  said  Abraham 
Hardenburgh  shall  furnish  ...  an  accurate 
description  of  2600  acres  of  vacant  unpat- 
ented lands  supposed  to  be  subject  to  location 
...  on  military  class  rights  so  as  to  enable 
...  W.  J.  V.  to  locate  the  same, — that 
said  A.  H.  shall,  on  such  location  being  made, 
at  his  own  expense  obtain  a  survey  of  the 
same  and  a  return  thereof  to  the  Surveyor 
General  to  enable  the  said  W.  J.  V.  to  procure 
letters  patent  therefor  and  shall  also  divide 
the  said  tract  into  4  equal  parts  on  the  map 
...  in  consideration  W.  J.  V.  agrees  to 
convey,  by  lot,  one  fourth  part  to  said  A.  H." 
While  Emanuel  Wagerman  leases  to  Wm.  J. 
Vredenburgh,  "in  consideration  of  five 
shillings,"  600  acres,  in  Milton,  for  one  year 
— "yielding  and  paying  at  the  end  of  said 
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term  1  Pepper  Corn  if  demanded, — to  the 
intent  that  W.  J.  V.  may  be  in  actual  posses- 
sion of  .  .  .  premises  ...  and  be  enabled 
to  accept  and  take  a  grant  and  release  of  the 
reversion  and  inheritance  thereof.  ..." 

In  addition  to  the  Soldiers'  Rights  "The 
Sufferers'  Lands"  figure  largely  in  Mr. 
Vredenburgh's  transactions.  These  were 
some  half  a  million  acres,  lying  to  the  south 
of  Lake  Erie,  which  had  been  set  off  by  the 
State  of  Connecticut  to  satisfy  the  claims  of 
dwellers  in  the  towns  of  Greenwich,  Fairfield, 
Danbury,  Ridgefield.,  Norwalk,  New  Haven, 
East  Haven,  New  London,  and  Groton  whose 
houses  and  barns  had  been  burned  and  their 
property  pillaged  during  incursions  by  the 
British  army. 

By  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  these 
claimants  were  incorporated  as  "The  pro- 
prietors of  the  Sufferers'  Land"  and,  sub- 
sequently, we  find  it  stated  that  "said  Wm. 
J.  Vredenburgh  is  about  to  make  application 
to  the  State  of  Connecticut  for  an  agency  to 
negociate  with  the  Indians  for  their  claim  to 
the  soil  of  the  lands  on  the  south  shore  of 
Lake  Erie — the  preemption  of  which  belongs 
to  said  State." 

The  settlement  of  the  Genesee  Country 
was  also  occupying  his  attention  not  a  little. 


22  Notes  on  the  Vredenburgh 

A  year  or  so  earlier  we  find  that  he  agreed  to 
sell  to  James  Parker  and  his  associates  (of 
the  Society  of  Friends)  "all  land  in  my  Loca- 
tion on  the  West  side  of  Seneca  Lake, — 
2600  acres, — at  six  shillings  per  acre — or 
instead  of  said  terms  to  take  in  pay  22 
Soldiers'  Rights  of  600  acres  each."  These 
terms  were  accepted  with  the  proviso  that 
"I  have  a  warrantee  Deed  from  thee  of  said 
Location."  W.  J.  V.  had  "located"  these 
2600  acres  in  1789.  Various  legislative 
bodies,  both  State  and  National,  were  busy 
for  years  in  the  endeavor  to  straighten  out 
a  tangle  of  claims  and  counter  claims  in 
regions  little  known  and  imperfectly  sur- 
veyed,— where  grants  that  were  made  fre- 
quently covered  lands  that  did  not  exist 
— or  that  had  been  conveyed  by  previous 
patents. 

These  complications  called  for  constant 
vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  "Speculators," 
and  we  catch  occasional  glimpses  of  "one  of 
those"  flitting  about — now  "in  Philadelphia 
2  weeks"  or  "in  Albany  2  weeks":  "in 
Connecticut  1  week"  and  again  "to  New 
Winsor  2  weeks;  to  Stanford  1  week,  to  Phila- 
delphia 2  weeks;  to  Jerseys  1  week"  and  "to 
Genesee  in  July  and  August  8  weeks,"  all  of 
which    should    have     been    deducted    from 
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Jonathan  Penny's  bill  "To  hair  dressing 
for  Two  Years— £5.8.0." 

Most  of  these  absences  from  Mr.  Penny's 
ministrations  were  probably  connected  with 
the  purchase  or  sale  of  lands, — especially  the 
two  months'  expedition  "to  Genesee"  in  the 
summer  of  1792. 

This  "Genesee  Country,"  which  was  at- 
tracting a  great  deal  of  attention  at  the  time, 
was  a  grant  of  some  two  million  acres  sold  to 
Messrs.  Gorham  &  Phelps  by  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  in  1788.  The  first  attempt  to 
open  up  and  settle  this  region  had  proved 
disastrous,  but,  in  1791,  a  road  was  "to  be 
completed ' '  to  connect  the  Genesee  lands  with 
Philadelphia — from  which,  says  a  contem- 
porary description  quoted  in  The  Documen- 
tary History  of  New  York,  "the  distance  may 
be  about  180  miles  &  not  more  than  200" 
from  "the  proposed  new  city  of  Columbia, 
the  intended  seat  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States";  then  too  "by  means  of  the 
Tioga  river  .  .  .  joining  the  Susquehannah," 
there  was  "an  outlet  for  produce  .  .  .  down 
to  Maryland  &  Virginia."  In  addition  to 
these  advantages  "these  lands"  were 
"exempted  from  the  land  tax  for  15  years" 
and  the  number  of  settlers  was  rapidly  in- 
creasing— though,  according    to   official    re- 
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turns,  the  "males,"  as  yet,  outnumbered  the 
"females"  about  7  to  3.  Unfortunately  we 
are  without  details  of  Mr.  Vredenburgh's 
travels  in  1792 — but  we  have  descriptions 
from  others  who  went  over  the  same  route  at 
about  the  same  time. 

One  traveler  "Left  Albany  on  the  15th 
of  February  1 792  on  my  route  to  the  Genesee 
River;  but  the  country  was  so  remote  &  so 
very  little  known,  that  I  could  not  prevail 
on  the  owner  of  the  sled  I  had  engaged  to  go 
further  than  Whitestown,  a  new  settlement 
on  the  head  of  the  Mohawk  river  one  hundred 
miles  west  of  Albany.  The  road  as  far  as 
Whitestown,  had  been  made  passable  for 
waggons :  but  from  that  to  the  Genesee  River, 
it  was  little  better  than  an  Indian  path,  just 
sufficiently  opened  to  allow  a  sled  to  pass  & 
the  most  impassable  streams  bridged.  At 
Whitestown  I  was  obliged  to  change  my  sled ; 
the  Albany  driver  would  proceed  no  farther, 
he  found  that  for  the  next  150  miles,  we  were 
not  only  obliged  to  take  provisions  for  our- 
selves &  our  horses,  but  also  blankets  as  a 
substitute  for  beds.  After  leaving  Whites- 
town  we  found  only  a  few  straggling  huts 
scattered  along  the  path  at  the  distance  of 
from  ten  to  twenty  miles,  and  they  affording 
nothing  but  the  convenience  of  fire  and  a 
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kind  of  shelter  from  the  snow.  On  the  even- 
ing of  the  third  day's  journey  from  Whites- 
town  we  were  very  agreeably  surprised  to  find 
ourselves  on  the  East  side  of  Seneca  Lake, 
which  we  found  perfectly  open  and  free  from 
ice  .  .  .  this  after  having  passed  from  New 
York  over  360  miles  of  country  completely 
frozen."  At  Geneva  he  found  a  settlement 
of  a  few  families.  Thence  to  Canadarqua 
there  was  only  an  Indian  path  and  there  were 
only  two  families  settled.  Canadarqua,  the 
county  town,  consisted  of  only  two  small 
frame  houses  and  a  few  huts  surrounded  with 
thick  woods.  From  there  to  the  Genesee 
River,  26  miles,  was  almost  totally  unin- 
habited, only  4  families  residing  on  the  road : 
— but  there  was  an  abundance  of  excellent 
venison  and  the  inhabitants  were  very 
hospitable.  "At  the  Genesee  River  I  found 
a  small  Indian  store  &  tavern  ...  as  yet  no 
settlements  of  any  consequence  in  the 
Genesee  country.  That  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  on  the  West  side  of  Seneca  Lake  is 
the  most  considerable — about  40  families. 
But  the  number  of  Indians  in  the  adjoining 
country,  when  compared  with  the  few  in- 
habitants who  venture  to  winter  in  the 
country,  is  so  great,  that  I  found  them  under 
serious  apprehensions  for  their  safety." 
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The  road  that  "was  to  be  completed"  in 
1 79 1  was,  if  I  read  aright,  only  begun  early 
in  the  June  of  1792;  but  by  the  follow- 
ing November  "thirty  miles  were  made 
sufficiently  good  to  admit  the  passage  of 
waggons."  This  enterprise  was  rapidly 
followed  by  an  influx  of  settlers  and  pros- 
pectors from  Pennsylvania  and  farther 
south, — so  rapidly  indeed  that  by  the  opening 
of  winter  "the  scarcity  of  provisions  was 
severely  felt  by  the  number  of  families  that 
had  emigrated  into  the  country."  But  this 
was  two  years  before  the  Legislature  had 
authorized  "the  making  of  the  road  from 
Fort  Schuyler  to  Cayuga  Ferry,  since  known 
as  the  Genesee  Road," — through  a  region 
which  (though  still  lagging  far  behind  in  all 
accommodations  for  man  and  beast)  was 
attracting  speculators,  adventurers,  and  va- 
grants of  every  description.  Among  these 
there  was  none  more  interesting  than  the 
sensitive  and  poetic  Chateaubriand,  who  at 
the  time  Mr.  Vredenburgh's  visit  began  was 
still  communing  with  Nature,  "wandering 
among  the  big  trees  in  a  childlike,  aimless 
fashion  that  excited  the  amusement  and 
wonder  of  the  big  Dutchman"  his  guide  and 
interpreter.  Undeterred  by  the  "Well,  well, 
young  man"  of  the  astonished  Washington, 
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to  whom  a  few  weeks  previously  he  had 
unfolded  his  plans  for  discovering  the  North- 
West  passage,  via  Niagara  Falls  and  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific,  he  was  pushing  gayly 
forward  with  no  further  discouragement 
than  the  breaking  of  an  arm  on  the  brink  of 
the  cataract,  when  the  casual  glimpse  of  a 
newspaper  lying  beside  the  fire  of  a  cabin  in 
which  he  had  sought  refuge  startled  him  by 
the  announcement,  "Flight  of  The  King! 
Reunion  of  Officers  of  the  Army  under  the 
Flag  of  the  French  Princes" — dispelled  all 
his  dreams  and  brought  him  back  to  a  sense 
of  his  duty  as  a  French  nobleman. 

In  his  notes  of  travel,  at  this  time,  he 
mentions  several  incidents  that  curiously 
illustrate  the  strange  contrasts  of  a  develop- 
ing civilization.  In  one  place  he  found  a 
fellow  countryman,  a  Monsieur  Violet,  late 
scullion  to  General  Rochambau, — in  pow- 
dered wig,  apple  green  silk  coat,  and  lace 
wristbands,  teaching  a  band  of  Indians  to 
dance  "Madelon  Friquet" — to  the  accom- 
paniment of  a  "  violon  de  poche" ;  in  another 
he  was  no  less  surprised  by  the  piano  of  a 
newly  built  cabin  and  young  ladies  who 
played  the  music  of  Cimarosa  and  sang  the 
fashionable  French  songs  of  the  day — while 
as  the  sole  accommodation  of  an  "Inn"  he 
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was  offered  his  share  in  a  huge  circular  bed 
built  around  the  central  post  of  a  log  cabin. 
After  crawling,  with  many  misgivings,  into 
this  horrible  "machine,"  which  as  yet  had 
no  other  occupants,  he  was  wakened  from  a 
troubled  slumber  by  the  contact  of  a  naked 
leg  which  proved  to  be  that  of  his  "big  devil 
of  a  Dutchman,"  and  springing  up  with  an 
imprecation  on  "the  good  old  customs  of  our 
ancestors"  he  hurried  out  to  spend  the  night 
under  the  "beautiful  stars,"  much  to  the 
amusement  of  the  riff-raff  of  Indians,  half- 
breeds,  and  trappers  attracted  by  the  creature 
comforts  of  the  hostlery. 

As  Mr.  Vredenburgh  had  for  several  years 
owned  lands  in  Pompey,  Camillus  and 
Marcellus  (?),  it  is  probable  that  he  followed 
the  trail  west  from  Schenectada  and  Whites- 
town  and  following  the  old  Indian  path, 
which  according  to  Dr.  Beauchamp  skirted 
the  beautiful  shores  of  Skaneateles  Lake, 
passed  through  the  subsequent  homestead  of 
the  Vredenburghs,  and  grounds  of  Cobweb 
Cottage,  still  occupied  by  descendants  of 
that  family. 

Whatever  his  road  may  have  been  and 
however  curious  his  experiences,  this  two 
months  in  the  wilderness  undoubtedly  con- 
vinced   him    of    the    singular    beauty    and 
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promise  of  the  vast  region  to  the  development 
of  which  the  energies  of  his  after  years  were 
principally  devoted,  and  his  intercourse 
with  the  tribes  of  the  Six  Nations  probably 
served  to  establish  the  friendship  and  the 
influence  which  according  to  tradition  proved 
so  valuable  in  his  dealings  with  the  tribes  of 
Central  New  York,  to  whom  he  was  known  as 
"The  Great  Clear  Sky.  " 

In  "A  List  of  the  Names  of  Persons  to 
whom  Military  Patents  have  Issued  out  of 
The  Secretary's  Office  and  to  whom  deliver- 
ed," authorized  to  be  printed  by  the  N.  Y. 
Senate — Dec.  28,  1792, — I  find  that  patents 
had  been  delivered  to  Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh 
to  the  number  of  69,  aggregating  45,600 
acres;  the  largest  number  to  any  one  person 
therein  mentioned,  I  believe,  except  to 
Michael  Connelly,  who  had  received  82 
patents.  In  neither  case  have  I  included  the 
patents  delivered  to  them  as  agents  for  other 
persons.  The  next  largest  number  would 
seem  to  be  53  to  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer. 
These  patents  were  generally  for  600  acres, 
though  some  were  for  less,  and  others  for 
two  or  three  times  as  much. 

While  the  enthusiastic  disciple  of  Rous- 
seau was  seeking  in  the  wilderness  a  refuge 
from    that    civilization    which    the    no    less 
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enthusiastic  Knickerbocker  was  vigorously 
striving  to  extend,  the  busy  world  was 
seething  with  unwonted  excitement.  The 
second  election  to  the  Presidency  of  the 
United  States  was  approaching;  our  institu- 
tions were  endangered  and  had  not  yet  gotten 
used  to  it ;  Republicanism  was  fighting  against 
the  hosts  of  the  Federal  Aristocracy;  "Ye 
Friends  of  Liberty  and  Good  Order" — who 
were  also  "The  Friends  of  Governor  Clin- 
ton"— were  active  and  vigorous — none  more 
so  than  Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh  and  Michael 
Connelly — presumably  the  one  of  the  many 
acres.  There  were  printers  to  be  employed — 
Thomas  Greenleaf,  for  instance,  who  brings 
in  a  bill  to  "The  Committee"  for  1500  copies 
of  the  "Proceedings  of  The  Friends  of  Govr. 
Clinton"  £11.5.0;  1500  addresses  to  In- 
dependent Electors  £9. — with  3500  "Plain 
Truths,"  and  handbills  and  newspapers — 
and  £5.10  to  Support  the  New  York  Journal, 
— and  advertising,  amounting  in  all  to  £116. 
1.8.  To  disseminate  this  literature  and 
circular  letters,  Mr.  Kelly  rode  express  for 
eleven  days  and  charged  for  "horse  hier" 
£4.5.0;  and  there  was  Music  costing  £6,  and 
Gunners  were  paid  another  £6  for  burning 
£9.12.0  worth  of  powder  and  "Flannel 
Catterdges "  and  £4.8.0  for  "Bread  and  Beer 
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to  the  Poorhouse. "  For  the  securing  of  these 
and  other  funds  for  the  good  cause  eighty- 
nine  gentlemen  who  sat  down  to  a  dinner 
"at  Corrie's"  are  credited  with  28/.  each, 
cash,  while  a  few  others  subscribed  less  and 
"3  gentlemen" — whose  names  are  modestly 
withheld — are  set  down  for  100  Dols.  On  this 
list  we  find  Samuel  Osgood,  Jas.  (?)  Lawrence, 
Wm.  Deming,  Ezekiel  Robins,  De  Witt 
Clinton,  Wm.  H.  Gilbert,  Melancton  Smith, 
David  Gallatin,  Marinus  Willett,  and  many 
other  well  known  men.  But  alas,  according 
to  the  bill  rendered,  some  "Remained  bad" 
for  £1.6.5,  and  when  the  final  returns  were 
received  all  felt  worse, — for,  great  as  was  the 
prestige  of  Gov.  Clinton,  he  was  engaged  in  a 
losing  fight  in  which  as  much  party  malevo- 
lence, bitterness,  and  corruption  were 
displayed  as  have  ever  since  that  day  marked 
the  political  contests  of  our  country.  And 
curiously  enough  far  distant  events  were 
doing  no  little  to  intensify  the  unrest  at 
home.  The  "Torch  of  Liberty"  which  our 
former  allies  had  carried  back  to  France  with 
them  they  had  waved  so  wildly  that  a  con- 
flagration followed.  The  Revolution  was  in 
full  swing.  On  the  21st  Sept.,  1792,  Royalty 
was  abolished ;  a  week  later  the  Republic,  One, 
Indivisible,  and  Indestructible  was  declared. 
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In  another  week  Citizen  Jean  Baptiste  Carrier 
set  out  on  his  mission  of  Peace  to  Nantes 
to  suppress  civil  war, — by  drowning  the 
enemies  of  the  People.  Again  a  week  later 
the  Queen  was  guillotined,  and  so  on  with 
horrors  innumerable  and  unspeakable. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  French  Revolution 
Mr.  Vredenburgh  would  appear  to  have  had 
a  growing  interest  in  foreign  trade.  He  had 
previously  engaged  extensively  in  domestic 
coast  traffic,  but  in  1793,  not  satisfied  with 
his  venture  with  the  Charlotte  by  which  he 
received  "three  bags  of  French  silver — (600 
crowns  which  proved  to  be  mostly  base 
metal)" — and  with  the  "Fair  American," 
we  find  that  he  was  engaged,  at  Newberg, 
in  building  the  Goddess  of  Liberty,  vari- 
ously described  as  "a  ship"  and  as  "a 
schooner," — of  which  Capt.  Sanders  writes, 
July  3d,  1793,  "we  shall  not  be  able  to 
launch  her  before  end  of  next  week.  Send 
up  the  Colours  and  4  gals,  of  Teneriffe  wine, 
as  clear  as  Crystal."  "Come  up  my  dear 
Fellow,  Tuesday,  and  bring  up  a  good  cheese 
with  you."  By  the  26.  of  Sept.  she  was 
painted  and  glazed,  with  a  fine  figurehead 
4>^  feet  high — and  on  Thursday  the  19th 
Capt.  Sanders  sailed  proudly  out  of  New 
York,  eastward  bound.     The  history  of  her 
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first  voyage  has  not  come  down  to  us,  but 
December  4th  we  find  her  riding  at  anchor 
at  Malaga,  with  Capt.  Thomas  Sanders  in 
command,  loading  for  New  York  with  wines 
(mountain  and  Muscatel)  and  "Figgs. "  A 
year  later,  June  16th,  we  find  her  lying  at 
Swartout's  wharf,  N.  Y.,  taking  aboard,  for 
cabin  stores,  4  bbls.  of  corned  beef  and  8  of 
prime  beef;  2  lbs.  souchong  tea  16/.;  12  of 
coffee  16/. ;  and  six  gallons  of  rum;  and  Capt. 
Glad  certifies  that  the  Goddess  of  Liberty  is 
ready  to  make  a  voyage  to  Europe  and 
return;  with  a  Capt.  at  £12  per  month; 
mate  £10;  seamen  at  £8  and  cook  £2.  She 
sails  for  France  carrying  for  account  of  The 
French  Republic  920  barrels  of  Flour  and  50 
Barrels  of  Beef,  and  after  being  delayed 
there  from  the  26  Aug.  to  25  December 
finally  gets  paid  off — partly  in  Assignats  at 
Nantes  on  the  6th  day  of  Feb.,  1795 — or  as 
Courtois  hath  it,  third  year  of  the  French 
Republic,  the  14  Pluviose. 

And  here  it  may  be  well  to  recall,  that  the 
new  era  of  Reason,  Liberty,  Fraternity,  etc., 
began  with  the  Year  1  of  The  French  Re- 
public on  the  22d  Sept.,  1792,  each  period  of 
4  years  terminating  with  a  leap  year  called  a 
Francial.  The  1st  month  (October)  was 
Vendemiaire — the    vintage    month:    the    2d 
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(November)   Brumaire — month  of  fogs:  3d 
(December)  Frimaire — from  sleet :  4th  (Janu- 
ary) Nivose — snowy :  5th  (February)  Pluviose 
— rainy:  6th   (March)  Ventose — windy:  7th 
(April)     Germinal — sprouting:     8th     (May) 
Floreal — flowery:      9th      (June)      Prairial — 
grassy:  10th  (July)  Messidor — reaping:  nth 
(August)    Thermidor — hot:    12th    (Septem- 
ber)   Fructidor — fruitful.      In    Sept.,     1805, 
Napoleon  put  an  end  to  this  and  much  other 
nonsense,  but  while  it  lasted  it  made  things 
very   lively   for   the   various   captains   who 
sailed  the  vessels  in  which  Mr.  Vredenburgh 
was  interested.    Some  of  these  he  appears  at 
times  to  have  owned  in  part  and  at  others  to 
have    merely    chartered,    for    one    or    more 
voyages.    The  first  entry  I  find  in  his  shipping 
book — or    what   is    left    of   it — is    the    ship 
Belvidere  commanded  by  that  nautical  hero 
Capt.  Batt.  Flowers,  of  whose  stormy  voyage 
from  New  York  to  London  we  have  the  log. 
Then  there  was  the  schooner  Prince  &  Liberty 
bourid   from    New   York    to    "Sta    Croix," 
loaded  with  flour,  bread,  potatoes,  and  hams, 
and  three  months  later  loading,  at  Eustatia, 
with  sugar : — and  the  Brig  Nancy  bought  by 
Mr.  Vredenburgh  for  the  trade  to  Lechat  and 
1 '  The  Cape"1 '  where  Capt.  May  was  detained  for 
a  month  "from  the  7th  Brumaire  to  the  6th 
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Frimaire. "  The  ship  Charlotte  was  another 
of  Mr.  Vredenburgh's  purchases — a  3  master, 
with  a  "woman's  head,"  carrying  1  tormen- 
ter  and  3  swivels  on  her  voyage  to  Honduras 
— John  Vredenburgh  master — who  returned 
safely  with  mahogany,  turtle,  and  plantains. 
Later  she  made  a  venture  to  Guadaloupe — 
with  special  insurance  and  instructions  "in 
case  of  capture" — not  a  purely  imaginary 
danger  in  those  days.  On  this  voyage  W'm. 
J.  V.  is  described  as  "sole  owner."  Next 
we  find  Mr.  Vredenburgh  purchasing  the 
Esther  (or  was  it  Hester)  &  Eliza,  a  two 
master  with  a  woman's  head.  A  year  or  two 
later  she  is  sold  and  W.  J.  V.  is  credited 
$1700.  Also  the  schooner  Sally  which 
brought  $1400  to  Mr.  Vredenburgh,  and  the 
schooner  Betsy  is  at  Gonaives  bound  for 
New  York  with  coffee,  hides  &c.  Soon  after 
our  friend  Capt.  Batt.  Flowers  of  the  Brig 
Fox  is  at  Nichola,  where  he  has  to  pay  the 
authorities  "for  the  shot  fired  at  him  from 
The  Fort" — for  some  infraction  of  the 
harbor  rules.  From  Port  au  Prince  comes 
the  schooner  Harriet  more  fortunate  than 
her  sister,  the  sloop  Almena,  which,  on  the 
12th  day  of  the  month  "Ventose" — "year 
sixth  of  the  Republic  one  and  indivisible, " — 
we  find  lying  at  the  mole  of  Port  de  la 
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Liberte  (ci-devant  Pointe-a-Pitre) ,  at  the 
requisition  of  Citizen  Gibert  of  the  Corsair 
La  Victorieuse,  to  be  sold  to  the  highest 
bidder.  Her  mast  is  described  as  "Craque" 
— all  of  which  and  much  more  is  certified 
by  the  seal  of  the  muncipality  and  the  signa- 
ture of  Pargoud  on  the  29th  Germinal,  year 
6,  &c.  &c. 

In  this  transaction  one  Capt.  Hawkins 
figures  largely — but  whether  he  was  in  any 
way  related  to  the  celebrated  marauder  of 
that  name  I  have  no  means  of  determining. 

In  addition  to  trading  with  Europe,  the 
West  India  Islands  and  the  South  American 
ports  Mr.  Vredenburgh  had  ventures  with 
China — receiving  teas,  silks  and  porcelain 
in  exchange  for  American  productions — 
notably  ginseng. 

The  latest  shipping  note  of  his  that  I  have 
found  is  in  1 80 1  when  the  schooner  New  York 
is  mentioned  as  at  St.  Thomas,  though  he  may 
have  been  interested  in  later  ventures  of  Mr. 
C.  J.  Burnett — who  writes  as  late  as  1803, 
"Bishop  is  gone  to  sea  in  the  vessel  we  are 
sending  to  the  West  Indies";  and  in  Nov. 
1805  we  learn  that  (Brother?)  "George  has 
arrived  safely  at  Sto  Domingo."  We  also 
read  that  "Mr.  Brown  [of  Brown  &  Burnett?] 
has  again  made  his  appearance  from  Jamaica, 
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— but  without  his  vessel.  She  was  captured 
by  a  French  privateer  within  a  few  miles  of 
Kingston  and  I  believe  not  insured."  From 
another  voyage,  it  is  believed,  Mr.  Brown 
did  not  return, — and  why  was  never  known : 
— what  with  hurricanes  and  reefs,  and  pirates 
and  citoyens  "allonging  and  marchonging " 
and  republics  one  and  indestructible,  and 
yellow  fevers  and  other  possible  accidents — 
the  sudden  disappearance  of  ships  or  cap- 
tains was  not  unaccountable. 

With  Mr.  Brown  (according  to  tradition) 
disappeared  also  a  mortgage  covering  a  farm 
situated  somewhere  on  Murray  Hill  and 
worth,  to-day,  untold  millions. 

On  the  14th  July,  1798,  Elizabeth  Town- 
send  Vredenburgh  died  leaving  four  children : 

Maria  Hubbard  who  married  Chas.  J.   Burnett 
Eliza  b.  1790  "         "       Hon.  Jas.  Porter 

Cornelia  b.  1793      "         "       Walter  Weed 
Evelina  b.  1795      "         "       Gov.  Enos  T. 

Throop 

We  know  little  about  Elizabeth  Townsend 
Vredenburgh,  who  probably  spent  the  most 
of  her  married  life  at  No.  3  Stone  Street  or 
after  her  father's  death, — some  4  years 
previous  to  her  own, — at  the  old  homestead. 
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We  also  find  letters  addressed  to  W.  J.  V.  at 
Staten  Island. 

Opposite  to  the  Stone  Street  house  it 
appears  that  Capt.  Vredenburgh,  as  he  then 
was,  rented  a  stable.  He  kept  one  or  more 
carriages  and  horses.  Among  his  saddlery 
and  carriage  bills  I  find  such  items  as  I 
Wilted  Saddle  &  saddle  Cloth  £6.0.0:  Pair 
Best  Plaited  Stirrup  Irons  2.0.0:  Best  Hunt- 
ing side  saddle,  Hogg  seat,  Best  London  made 
Tree,  Best  Furniture  9.0.0:  Plaited  Slipper 
Stirrup  1.4.0:  Plaited  curb  Bridle-Rains, 
Tassal  &c.  3.4.0:  1  Lady's  whip  14/.  &c,  the 
bill  amounting  to  £27.14.0.  This  was  in 
1793.  In  1795 — To  a  new  Bellis-top  shay 
with  plaited  furniture  £85.15.0. 

The  family  attended  the  services  of  the 
Episcopal  church  and  held  a  pew  in  Old 
Trinity  at  £1.10.0  per  annum.  The  receipt 
for  pew  also  credits  £4.0.0,  2  years'  subscrip- 
tion for  1796-7  to  the  City  Dispensary. 
Signed  Thos.  Collister. 

A  few  extracts  from  family  bills  of  the 
period  may  serve  to  indicate  somewhat  the 
style  of  living  among  well-to-do  people. 


Mr     Freudenberg     to    Christian    Miller 
New  York. 
Mertz    9,  1793.     38  lbs.  of  beef  @  6    £0.19.3 
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April 
May 


Juny 


30 

9  lbs.  viehl  @  7 

£0. 

5-3 

13 

13  lbs.  Beef  @  7 

0. 

7-1 

17 

7  lbs.  Viehl  @  6 

0. 

3-6 

20 

15K  lbs.  Beef  @  6 

0. 

7-9 

7 

One  leek  Beef 

0. 

2.6 

13 

6y2  lbs.  Beef  @ 

TA 

0. 

4.0 

18 
24 

6  lbs.  Beef  @  7 
4K  lbs.  Veihl    % 

0. 

3-6 

6K 

0. 

2.4 

25 

One  quader  Lam 

0. 

3-0 

29 

One  quader  Lam 

0. 

2.9 

17 

One  quader  Lam 

0. 

3-3 

18 

5  lbs.  Viehl  @  6 

0. 

2.6 

£3.  6.8 
Resived  thi  abovi  bey  mi  in  full 
Christian  Miller 


Philadelphia  Dec.  11,  1792 
1  barrel  best  Beer  £2.  0.0 

1  cask  for  ditto  6.6 


£2.  6.6 


1 79 1.     Oct.    7.     1  galln.  wine  £0.10.0 

24.     1  gl.  0.10.0 

31.     1  gl.  "  0.10.0 

£1.10.0 
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1791.     Apl.  15.     1  case  of  Gin  £2.  8.0 

1  Cheese  10.0 


£2.18.0 


Mr  Fetenborough  46  Great  Dock  St.  1791. 
1  doz.  Porter  £0.8.0 

Rec'd  pay't 

Saml.  Green 


Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh  New  York  1795. 
To  the  House  of  Employment  Dr. 
For  keeping  A  Negro  Man 
Tom  confined  in  Bridewell 
from  the  25th  Apl.  untill  the 
20th  of  May  25  days  at  1/6 
Per  Day  1.17.6 

House  fees  3/.  3. 


£2.  0.6 


Mr   Wm.   J.  Vredenburgh     To  Childs  & 

Swain  Dr. 

1789.     Sept.  29     To  Adverts.    Ne- 
groes   for     Sale  £3.  0.0 
Nov.    9     To  Adverts.  Class 

Rights  &c.  9.  0.6 

£12.  0.6 
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The  Above  acct.  settled  in  full  Mr 
Childs  purchasing  the  Negro  wench 
himself  and  settled  the  above  at  the 
same  time. 


1790.  Among  the  items  in  Catherine 
Van  Allen's  bill  of  sundries  we  find 
the  following : 


1  skain  sewing  silk 

£0.0.6 

yi  oz.  Nutmeg 

0.2.3 

One  piece  of  tape 

0.1.0 

One  sweeping  brush 

0.3.6 

1  paper  of  pins 

0.1.0 

1  fan 

0.1.0 

1  yrd  Striped  Homespun 

0.3.6 

1  quir  paper 

0.1.9 

K  lb.  Oatmeal 

0.0.6 

1  ^yd.  Dimity  @  4/6 

0.6.2 

1  oz.  Indigo 

0.0.9 

1  yd.  Millenet 

0.1.4 

1  yd.  Striped  Holland 

0-3-3 

1  p.  Wier 

0.0.3 

Flour  was  furnished  7  lbs.  at  a 
time,  about  once  a  week,  at  2/6  per 
7  lbs. 
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1795.  Candles,  bought  6  lbs.  at  a  time, 
mould  or  dipt,  9/.  to  10/6  per  6  lbs. 
and  soap  8/.  per  6  lbs.     From 

Feb.  20  to  Aug.  31, — 6  months,         £5.14.6 


Mr  Wm.  Verdenbourgt 

To  Farmer  &  Billopp  Dr. 


1790. 


1790. 


Feby  II. 

I  gall  spirits 

£0.6.6 

Mch     2 

11         << 

6.6 

13 

l/t   *'  Brandy 

4.0 

20 

1  gall  Sherry  wine 

9.6 

30 

1  gall  Spirits 

6.6 

April  16 

X"       " 

3-3 

22 

1    "  Sherry   wine 

9.6 

£2.5.9 

1  quarter  Cask  of 

Red  Port  wine 

£9.0.0 

To    eight     dollars 

duty 

3.4.0 

Carting 

1.6 

£12.5.6 

New  York  1  Mch  1799 
Sixty    days   after     date    I 
promise  to  pay  Mr  John  El- 
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ting  or  Order  One  hundred  & 
Thirty  Dollars  Value  Received 
in  Lottery  Tickets 
$130.  Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh 

Paid. 


Mr  Wm.  Vredenburg  to  Lemountis  Noe 
1790.     Oct. 


Nov. 


1 79 1.     Mch. 


7 

To  1  gal  Vinegar 

£0.1.9 

11 

4  Sals 

0.7.0 

1  gal  Molasses 

0-3-3 

yi  lb  Ginger 

0.0.8 

16 

1  quart  Oil 

0.1.6 

19 

1  bottle    mus- 

tard 

0.2.6 

27 

2  lbs      Choco- 

late 

0.2.8 

9 

1  bottle  pepper 

0.3.6 

5  lbs  Starch 

0.4.4 

17 

1  qt.  oil 

0.1.6 

2  packs  Cards 

0.3.6 

24 

1  Blacking  ball 

0.0.9 

4 

1  gal.  Metheg- 

lin 

0.6.0 

1  Betty  of  oil 

0.3.0 
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Oct.  ii.  1792.  Rec'd  of 
Mrs  Fredenburgh  One 
Pound-four  shillings  in  full 
for  dying  a  Gown  &  Petty- 
coat  Garnet. 

Benj.    Joyce 


Aug.  1794.  Mrs  Vredenburgh  to 
Thos  Rich,  New  York. 
To  y2  doz.  plated  But- 
tons £0.9.0.  Lining  of 
silk  waist,  thread  & 
Buckram  7.6.  6  yards 
silver  cord  16.0.  making 
habit  1.4.0. 

£2.15.6. 


Mr  Vredenburgh  Mch.  30.  1791. 

Bought  from  R.  Smyth 

50  lbs.  Jamaica  Coffee 

@  1/4M  £3-8.9 


Mr  Fredenburgh,  from  Oct.  6.  1791  to 
July  10.  1793,  1  year  and  10  months,  paid 
for  candles  and  soap  £14.19.1  and  was 
credited  by  44  lbs.  of  Tallow  @  8  d.  :  4K  @ 
11  d.  and  49  lbs.  house  fat  @  3  d.  Ballance 
due  A.  Morris   £12.13.  5- 
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Mr.  Vredenburgh  to  Simon  Simonson. 

1798.  Jany  6.  To  a  pair  of  boots 
repaired  for  your- 
self £0.12.0 

Feb    16     Shoes  mended  for 

your  Dauter  o.  3.0 

Mch    9     Shoes  mended    for 

your  child  o.  2.9 

June    2     To  a  pair  shoes  for 
your     serv't 

woman  0.12.0 

To  a  pair  shoes  for 

your  Dauter  o.  7.0 


£1.16.0 


Mr   Vredenburgh 

To  Jonathan  Harned  Dr. 

To  furnishing  a  Drab  Superfine 

Cloth  Coat  &  Breeches  £9.8.0 


New  York     July    1799 

To  1    Beaver   Hatt   40/.    :   pr. 
Beaver   Gloves   3/9: 
1  silk  Handk'f  7/. 
Rec'd  pay't  Peter  &  Edw'd  Elting. 
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To  making  i 

1  Sirtout  Coat              £0.16.0 

linen  silk  twist  thread                     4.6 

£1.  0.6 

Mr  Vredenburgh     To  Rob't  Cocks  Dr. 

1772.     Dec.    9 

To  making  a  Coat 

18/.:  4J^  yds.  Hun- 

ter's Cloth  @  9/6 

=  2.2.9:  4^     yds. 

Shalloon    @    3/3 : 

pockets    1/4:   but- 

tons 1/.:   silk  twist 

&     thread     3/6    : 

Bock  ram     &  stay- 

ing 2/. 

17 

To  making   a  sur- 

tout   15/.:    17  yds 

binding   @   2  d.  & 

Slive    linings  2/6  : 

pockets    2/. :      silk 

thread    &    staying 

2/.     £57.6. 

R'd  above  in  full  Rob't  Cocks 

Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh 

To  John  Charlton  Debtor 
To  sundry  medicines  &c.  yr. 
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Family  from  21  Aug.  1786  to 

ye  1st  of  Novemb'r  1789  £16.3.6 

Per  Contra — by  Cash  Nov. 

27th  Cr.     12.0.0 


£4.3.6 

Mr.      Wm. 

Vredenburgh      to     Ananias 

Cooper  Dr. 

1785.     June  15 

To     Blood'g    Mrs 

Vredenburgh 

0.  2.6 

20 

1    Emet.    for 

wench 

0.  0.6 

26  Aug. 

To  5    1.  Salts 

0.  0.6 

1    Oct. 

(i    i.       a 

0.  0.6 

16   " 

To  01.  Ricini,  Rad. 

Dianth  for  Boy 

0.  2.0 

t< 

"     3  doses  Calom. 

for  Boy 

0.  3.0 

<< 

"      3  doses  Rhei 

for  Boy 

0.  3.0 

25   " 

"  5   1.  Salts 

0.  0.6 

£0.12.6 

23d  Feby.    1786     Rec'd  in  full  the  above 
contents 

Ananias   Cooper 
Dr.  Cooper  lived  at  47  Dock  Street  and 
W.  J.  V.  at  46. 
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MARIA  HUBBARD  VREDENBURGH 

Maria  Hubbard  Vredenburgh,  the  oldest 
daughter  of  Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh  and  Eliza- 
beth Townsend  his  wife,  was  born  on  the  3rd 
of  September,  1785,  and  was  consequently 
not  quite  13  years  old  at  the  time  of  her 
mother's  death.  Her  name,  Maria,  recalls 
Marytie  Van  Wagenen,  her  paternal  grand- 
mother, while  Hubbard  was  the  maiden 
name  of  Elizabeth  Townsend,  the  maternal 
grandmother  who  presented  to  her  grandchild 
and  namesake  (when  1 2  years  of  age)  the  old 
silver  tea  set  which  is  still  one  of  the  family 
treasures. 

Of  the  first  years  of  Maria's  existence  we 
have,  naturally,  but  few  traces.  Even  the 
doctor's  bill  for  the  year  of  her  birth  gives 
us  no  items,  touching  the  family  proper, 
except  that  Mrs.  Vredenburgh  was  blooded, 
— the  emetics,  salts,  Rhubarb  and  Calomel 
that  make  up  the  balance  of  the  acct.  ren- 
dered by  Dr.  Ananias  Cooper,  having  been 
administered  solely  to  the  "wench"  and  to 
"the  boy, " — and  if  Mrs.  Winslow's  Soothing 
Syrup — or  its  equivalent — was  in  existence 
at  that  date  we  have  no  record  of  the  fact. 
Indeed  all  the  evidence  we  have  would  tend 
to  show  that  for  many  years  the  general  health 
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From  an   old  silhouette 
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of  the  Vredenburgh  family  was  good — though 
perhaps  there  may  be  danger  of  our  being 
misled  by  the  moderation  of  the  charges  of 
those  days  as  compared  with  those  of  modern 
practitioners  of  standing. 
As  an  example,  we  find  the  acct. 

Mr  Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh  to  John  Charlton 

Dr. 
To  sundry  medicines  &c.   for  your  family 

from  Aug.  21,   1786  to  1   Nov.   1789 — 

£16.3.6 

During  the  next  ten  years  the  health  of  the 
family  would  appear  to  have  continued  ex- 
cellent to  judge  by  the  following  bill,  which 
is  well  worth  recording. 

Mr  Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh  Dr. 
To  Saml.  Borrow 

Medicines  &  attendance  by  Bor- 
row &  Nichol  in  Nov.  1789         .         £0.  6.6 

Medicines  in  March  1790     .  .  2.0 

Attendance  on  self  in  June  .  8.0 

"    wife  in  Oct.  .  4.0 

Medicines  in  March   .  .  .  4.0 

Medicines  &  attendance  on  Child 
in  Dec.  1793  &  Jany  &  Feb. 
1794 3-2.0 
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Medicines  &  attendance  in  Mch. 

1796 £2.  3.0 

Attend'ce  on  Mrs  Vredenburgh 
in  Jan.  &  Feb.  1798,  introduc- 
ing a  seton  &c.       .  .  .  5-I2-° 

Medicines  &  attendance  on  family 

in  1799.      '   .  .  .  .  3-  4-° 


£15.  5.6 

This  makes  a  total  of  £15.5.6 — and  in 
New  York  currency  at  that : — think  of  it  for 
"fin  de  siecle"  medical  attendance  on  a  well- 
to-do  and  growing  family,  for  the  Vreden- 
burgh family  had  been  growing  both  in 
numbers  and  importance  and  had  had  its 
afflictions. 

Miss  Vredenburgh,  as  Maria  was  beginning 
to  be  called,  was  now  14  years  old  and  had 
three  sisters,  Eliza,  Cornelia  and  Evelina, 
respectively  aged  9,  6,  and  4.  They  had 
lost  their  mother  and  their  father  was  about 
to  take  to  himself  a  second  wife — a  widow 
then  living  at  Newtown,  L.  I. — where  he  and 
his  family  also  appear  to  have  been  staying 
at  the  time — though  the  "home"  was  prob- 
ably in  New  York — at  No.  3  Stone  St. 

In  fact  ever  since  1658 — when  Willem 
Isaacsen,  of  that  ilk,   "freeman"   and  late 
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passenger  on  the  Vergulde  Bever,  mounted 
guard  upon  the  walls  of  Fort  Willem  Hen- 
drick  from  which  he  might  overlook  the 
orchard  and  garden  of  Barent  Jacobsyen 
(Cool)  whose  fair  daughter  Appolonia  he 
afterwards  married — the  Vredenburghs  had 
homes  not  far  removed  from  the  original 
dwelling  "situate  under  the  fortifications  & 
bulwarks  of  the  City  of  New  Orange"  (1673) 
and  removed  by  order  of  the  Governor  to 
make  safer  the  fortifications  thereof. 

To  be  sure,  not  long  after  their  official 
removal  to  the  Company's  garden — Lot  No.  1 
— they  had  migrated  to  Esopus,  and  sold  this 
New  York  house  for  1750  guilders  (Wampen) 
— which  suggests  the  Indian  trade — and 
again  we  find  them  at  Kingston  and  at  Rhine- 
beck  and  at  Red  Hook,  where  the  traffic  in 
furs  could  be  more  readily  carried  on, — but 
they  seem  at  all  times  to  have  had  some  foot- 
hold near  the  old  homestead,  be  it  "the 
dwelling  &  messuage  in  Great  Dock  Street," 
or  No.  3  Stone  Street,  or  that  "house  &  lott 
nigh  the  new  Goal  &  frunting  the  highway 
that  leadeth  to  Kings  Bridge" — or  others 
again  that  might  be  found  by  searching  the 
records. 

Among  these  last,  family  tradition  has  in- 
cluded No.  7  State  Street,  that  charming  old 
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colonial  house,  which  in  spite  of  recent  efforts 
at  decoration  is  still  beautiful ;  but  investiga- 
tion only  serves  to  dissipate  the  fond  delu- 
sion that  it  was  upon  the  balcony  of  the  Dolph 
mansion, — then  her  home, — that  little  Maria 
stood  and  watched  the  Father  of  His  Coun- 
try as  he  rode  up  from  the  ferry  escorted  by 
her  own  father,  riding  proudly  at  the  head 
of  his  company,  gorgeous  in  their  brilliant 
new  uniforms.  This  incident  more  probably 
was  connected  with  the  old  home  on  Great 
Dock  Street  (by  a  sad  euphuism  changed  to 
Pearl  St.)  at  the  corner  of  Broad  St.  and  op- 
posite the  Fraunces'  Tavern  where,  a  year  or 
so  before  her  birth,  Washington  had  bid  a 
sad  farewell  to  his  old  companions  in  arms. 
From  this  coign  of  vantage  the  little  girl, 
when  nearly  four  years  old  (April  30,  1789), 
may  have  seen  Washington  on  his  triumphal 
progress  from  the  river  up  to  the  corner  of 
Broad  and  Wall  to  be  inaugurated  as  first 
President  of  the  United  States;— or  the  pre- 
cious vision  may  have  been  vouchsafed  at  a 
still  later  period. 

The  various  houses  which  the  Vredenburgh 
family  are  known  to  have  occupied  within 
the  then  city  of  New  York  were  near  the 
center  of  greatest  activity  and  interest. 
The  Battery  offered  to  the  growing  children 
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a  playground  of  unsurpassed  beauty,  with 
its  splendid  bay  as  yet  uncontaminated  by  the 
filth  of  an  immense  city:  the  nearby  river 
was  crowded  with  vessels  rich  with  freightage 
from  all  parts  of  the  world  and  most  of  them 
flying  the  starry  flag,  of  late,  alas,  so  seldom 
met  with  upon  the  seas. 

An  unobstructed  view  of  the  Brooklyn 
heights  and  the  intervening  stream  could  be 
had,  doubtless,  from  most  of  the  Vredenburgh 
windows,  and  the  Vredenburgh  craft  of  all 
sizes  and  description  could  be  easily  seen  as 
they  sailed,  or  arrived,  or  lay  discharging 
their  multifarious  cargoes  at  the  various 
piers.  At  one  time  it  was  the  trim  schooner 
Prince  &  Liberty  bound  to  Santa  Cruz  with 
flour,  bread,  potatoes  and  hams,  or  return- 
ing from  Eustatia  laden  with  sugar:  or  the 
Brigg  Nancy,  recently  purchased,  off  for  the 
southern  trade:  or  the  Betsy  from  Gonaives 
bringing  cotton  and  coffee,  coconuts  and 
hides.  Then  there  was  the  Almena  starting 
out  proudly  for  the  Spanish  Main — only  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  "Citoyen  Gibert  of 
the  Corsaire  La  Victorieuse"  and  to  be  duly 
condemned  and  sold  "after  proper  proclama- 
tion and  the  beating  of  the  drum"  at  "Port 
de  la  Liberte"  (late  Pointe-a-Pitre)— "  the 
29th  of  the  month  Floreal,  the  sixth  year  of 
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the  French  Republic  one  and  indivisible." 
The  Harriet,  the  Sally,  the  Esther  &  Eliza, 
— had  their  experiences  likewise,  and  we  are 
not  surprised  to  read  that  the  good  ship 
Charlotte  started  out  for  Honduras  provided 
with  "  i  Tormenter"  (whatever  that  may  be) 
and  "2  swivels"  — or  that  when  later  she 
ventured  to  Guadaloupe  she  was  insured  at 
10%  of  her  value  with  special  provisions  "in 
case  of  capture, " — for  those  were  lively  days 
in  the  tropic  seas. 

Indeed  the  European  voyages  were  not 
without  their  adventures  and  surprises, — the 
not  infrequent  thirty,  sixty  or  even  ninety 
days  upon  the  ocean  giving  ample  time 
for  startling  developments.  Had  not  The 
Goddess  of  Liberty  spread  her  snowy  can- 
vas to  the  winds  and  gone  forth  spick-and- 
span,  her  figurehead  glimmering  in  white  and 
gold — to  greet  the  dawn  of  Equality  and 
Fraternity  in  the  Republique  "one,  indivis- 
ible and  indestructible,  "  only  to  lie  for  weary 
months  at  Paimbceuf  and  finally  to  have  her 
cargo  of  flour  unloaded  "pour  compte  de  La 
Republique"  and  paid  for,  in  accordance 
with  the  decrees  of  "  30  Frimaire  and  21  Flo- 
real"  partly  in  assignats  and,  by  special  favor, 
partly  in  Livres  Tournoises : — 40,000  Livres — 
in  specie — for  which  the  French  merchants 
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did  not  appear  to  be  anxious  to  exchange  their 
goods.  Later  on  we  read  of  bags  each  con- 
taining 200  crowns  which  the  tradesmen  of 
Bordeaux  declined  to  accept  because  they 
were  many  of  them  of  "base  metal."  Per- 
haps they  were  not  the  same — but  Capt. 
Erick  Glad  came  back  doubtless  a  sadder 
man — with  his  cash  unspent  and  without 
being  able  to  purchase  the  articles  on  which 
Mrs.  Vredenburgh  had  set  her  heart. 

Captains  Sanders  and  Vredenburgh  also, 
cousins  or  uncles  of  the  young  Maria,  had 
their  thrilling  experiences  to  relate  of  things 
about  which  their  letters  are  very  discreetly 
silent. 

They  could  freely  tell  of  the  thirty  Amer- 
ican vessels  waiting  for  a  convoy  before  dar- 
ing to  sail — for  fear  of  the  swift  feluccas  of 
Algiers  and  Morocco ;  but  the  horrors  of  the 
beautiful  Loire- — the  numberless  corpses  fes- 
tering upon  its  shores — the  young  couples 
tied  back  to  back  and  floating  out  to  the  sun- 
set sea,  victims  of  the  "republican  marriage, " 
— these  things  could  not  safely  be  put  upon 
paper  in  a  land  of  universal  freedom — for 
Citoyen  Vandersluiys  the  butcher  at  Paim- 
bceuf  and  Citoyen  La  Cholet  the  baker,  and 
the  numerous  bum-boatmen  who  came 
aboard  cockaded  and  besworded  to  bluster 
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about  the  rights  of  man  had  very  peculiar 
notions  as  to  how  those  rights  should  be 
exercised,  and  who  should  enjoy  them. 

At  times  when  the  sun  was  bright  we  can 
imagine  the  children  hurrying  down  to  greet 
some  favorite  captain  or  to  see  some  specially 
interesting  debarkation,  as  when  Capt.  Neil 
brought  over  his  precious  load  of  Redemp- 
tioners — pledged  to  service  for  the  amount  of 
their  passage  money — varying  from  3  to  15 
guineas  according  to  age — (including  "the 
same  Victuals  &  drink  as  he  shall  give 
his  crew  " ) .  This  appears  to  have  been  some- 
thing of  an  experiment,  and  these  bondsmen 
were  of  many  nationalities  and  occupations. 
At  their  head  we  must  put,  of  course,  the 
noble  Herr  "Christian  Friedr.  Graf  von 
Schiitte  Jorn"  who  signs  the  list  for  "fifteen 
persons" — and  "Israel  David,  jew,  school- 
master": then  followed  a  motley  crowd  of 
farmers,  and  bakers,  confectioners  and  cooks, 
butchers  and  fifers,  tailors  not  a  few  and  shoe- 
maker-apprentices many, — some  wives,  an 
occasional  "jungfer"  and  more  "kinder" 
than  it  was  deemed  profitable  to  ship,  but 
their  parents  "would  not  come  without 
them."  How  these  picturesque  and  sturdy 
Germans,  Scandinavians  and  Jews  must  have 
wondered  at  their  strange  surroundings;  at 
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the  fair  frail  American  children  in  their  fresh 
calico  dresses  and  bright  green  or  red  mo- 
rocco shoes;  and  stranger  still  the  "wench" 
with  black  skin,  frizzled  locks  and  gaudy  ban- 
dana turban. 

At  another  time  the  captain  of  a  long  de- 
layed East  Indiaman — was  it  the  Justina  ? — 
had  brought  treasures  of  carved  ivory,  fans, 
and  silken  jackets,  and  teas, — sweet  smelling 
sandalwood,  and  best  of  all  the  beautiful 
china  with  its  monogram  W.  J.  V.  set  in  a 
delicate  wreath  of  roses, — telling  a  story 
even  now,  could  we  but  read  it,  of  loving  toil, 
of  gratified  pride,  of  weary  anticipation  and 
possibly  of  some  secret  disappointment. 

But  of  all  others  we  think  their  hearts 
must  have  gone  out  to  Capt.  Flowers,  that 
typical  Yankee  viking,  inured  to  all  climates 
and  at  home  on  every  sea.  How  they  must 
have  delighted  in  his  white  decks  and  in  the 
twilight  of  his  cabin  with  that  fascinating 
indescribable  smell  of  salt  water  and  marline, 
of  camphor  chests  and  spices, — where  they 
could  gather  around  the  polished  table  and 
look  up  at  the  swinging  rack  with  its  wines 
and  cordials  blinking  under  the  bull's-eyes, 
and  the  queer  pitchers  adorned  with  pictures 
of  the  ship  and  the  captain's  name — and 
George  Washington  and  the  American  flag — 


58  Notes  on  the  Vredenburgh 

(for  they  were  made  in  England).  Then 
there  were  the  little  snacks  of  ginger  and 
loquats,  of  strange  fruits  and  grotesque 
nuts — the  crisp  snaps,  the  hardtack  and  the 
rich  old  Stilton — and  the  weird  treasures 
from  the  locker,  the  Chinese  puzzles,  the 
curved  daggers,  the  carved  clubs  from  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  the  ostrich  eggs,  the  whales' 
teeth — the  elaborate  knots,  the  patient  scrim- 
bogeing  and  the  thousand  other  trifles  so  dear 
to  the  old-time  sailor. 

But  best  of  all  it  was  to  listen  to  the  story 
of  his  many  adventures  in  Spain  and  Portugal, 
Hispaniola  and  Colombia — of  dodging  a  sus- 
picious sail  for  days  among  the  Leeward 
Islands  amid  storms  and  tempests  with  a 
mutinous  crew,  the  ringleader  of  whom  he  had 
to  admonish  with  the  T'gall'n-Studd'g-Sail- 
yard, — there  being  no  other  weapon  handy, — 
and  bearing  down  in  the  darkness  upon  a 
wreck  with  no  living  thing  aboard, — dis- 
masted,— "on  her  Starn  'The  Colly  of  Nor- 
folk'— with  a  flower  pot, — seeming  a  new 
vessel" ;  then  sighting  the  Grand  Turk  and  so 
on  to  Jeremie,  where  the  pilot  came  aboard 
and  "moored  us  2  anchors  ahead  &  2  astarn,  " 
on  a  blessed  Sunday.  Then  there  were  the 
sad  days  of  pestilence  and  fever,  of  poor 
sailors  dying  far  from  home — buried  among 
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a  strange  people  on  the  foreign  soil  of  Louisi- 
ana; the  long,  weary,  perilous  voyage  of 
almost  a  hundred  days,  the  noble  ship  Bel- 
videre  battling  against  constant  tempests, 
storm-swept,  battered,  leaking,  constantly 
working  her  pumps — refusing  all  aid  until 
finally  reaching  London — where  the  Captain 
hastened  "to  Red  Lion  Square  &  called  on 
Mr.  Shronders  whome  I  found  all  well  &  joy- 
ful to  hear  from  you  ...  all  the  Picture 
of  Health,  Father  Mother  &  Children— the 
Oldest  two  came  Running  toward  Me  as  soon 
as  they  found  I  had  Knewes  ...  &  there 
an  end. " 

Children  evidently  were  attached  to  Capt. 
Flowers — but  that  he  had  had  his  heart  trials, 
and  faced  them  bravely,  is  shown  by  the 
following  acrostic  which  adorns  the  blank 
page  of  a  shipping  book  of  1792 — 

"Being  in  soft  slumber  I  am  almost  lost 
Although  on  Ocean  Storms  &  Battles  Tost 
She  who  thought  to  Enflaim  my  Peaceful 

Brest 
That  cruel  object  on  a  Rush  Doth  rest 
Fortune  Seems  to  favour  Always  at  the 
Last 
Licentious  tongues  on  Guard.     Safe  I  past 
On  ever  foundation  walked  I  with  fear 
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When  Crocodiles  in  Angels  suit  appeared 
Ever  fond  Cupet  in  the  Sea  shall  die 
Roused  from  mv  sleep  &  to  the  mast  head  I 

fly 
So  now  My  Boys  Behold  the  land  of  fame 
A  judicious  Reader  soon  would  know  my 

Name. " 

That  he  was  a  good  Christian  as  well  as  a  poet 
may  be  judged  by  the  accompanying  memo- 
randum— (of  needs?) 

"Daily  Assistance 
2  pair  of  Stocings 
I//2  yds.  of  English  cotton 
One  prayer  book. " 

But  we  must  not  linger  too  long  over  these 
associations  so  well  calculated  to  excite  the 
imagination  of  the  young. 

The  first  notice  I  have  found  of  the  formal 
education  of  Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh 's  children 
— outside  of  home  training — is  dated  May 
ioth  1794 — (when  Maria  was  in  her  ninth 
year)  and  is  as  follows : 

Mr  Vredenburgh  Dr.  to  John  H.  Hulett 
To  I  qr.  Tuition  Miss  Maria  Vre- 
denburgh from  January  ioth 
to  May  4th  at  2  Guis.  per  Qr. 
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To  entrance  37/1 1 — Three 
weeks  allowed  for  the  time 
Miss  Maria  was  sick    .  .        £5.12.0 

Another  bill  from  Jno.  H.  Hulett  is  for  One 
quarter  fr.  Jany  5  to  April  5.  1795        £3.14.8 
Between  these  two  is  sandwiched 

Mr  Vredenburgh  to  J.  Davenport  Dr. 
To  Boarding  Maria  10  weeks  @ 

9/.     .  .  .  .  .  4.10.0 

To  instruction  10/.  to  pr.  shoes 

5/ I5-Q 

Total  £5.  5-0 

Dated  Horseneck,  Sept.  24.  1794. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1795,  Mr.  Peter  Delamar 
— with  a  very  fine  flourish — acknowledges 
payment  received  in  full  for  3  months'  tuition 
of  Miss  Maria  £2.8.0:  pens  &  ink  0.4.0  writ- 
ing book  1/ £2.13.0 

Then  of  no  date,  year  or  month  or  place, 
the  Revd.  Nathan  Woodhull  charges — For 
schooling  Miss  Maria  £1.0.0:  fuel  4/.:  2 
books  4/ total  £1.8.0 

May  1,  1797,  Miss  Martha  Crane  presents 
a  bill  "  To  Quarters'  Schooling      .     £1.10.0." 

Another  bill,  apparently  for  1798,  begins 
with 
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i    months   tuition   from   June 

18th        ....  2.32 

Satin  for  a  Basket  &c       .  .  0.90 

Drawing  for  Do      .  .  .  0.48 

Straw  &c.  for  Do    .  .  .  0.24 

Pens  ink  &  paper  for  Db  .  0.32 


Dollars  4.26 

On  the  26.  Feby  1799  S.  Hay— whose 
whereabouts  do  not  appear — charges  against 
Miss  Maria  Vredenburgh 

To  1  quarters' board  &  tuition       .  £10.  0.0 

Do.  writing  &  arithmetic    .          .  16.0 

Do.  Washing               .          .          .  1.  4.0 
Slate  2/6:  English  Grammar  3/.: 

3  writing  books  3/.          .          .  8.6 

Cash         .....  3.0 

Seat  in  church  ....  4.0 


New  York  Currency         £12.15.6 

Under  date  of  Mch.  13.  1799  Miss  Eliz'th 
Anderson  writes 

"Sir, 

"I  have  looked  over  very  circumspectly 
the  books  &c.  left  here  by  the  Ladies  to  send 
Miss    Vredenburgh's — I     understand     Miss 
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Harned  has  got  a  Thompson's  Seasons  belong- 
ing to  her  which  I  will  send  to  you  as  soon 
as  I  can  get  it,  please  to  present  my  sincere 
love  to  her, — my  best  wishes  will  always 
attend  her — 

"I  am  Sir,  with  respect — Yr.  most  Humbl. 
Servt." 

Where  Maria  was  during  the  winter  of 
1 799  &  1800  we  do  not  know — unless  a  charge 
of ' '  3/9  for  a  Cyphering  book,  &  a  writing  book 
&c.  for  Maria" — included  in  a  bill  of  21 
weeks  tuition  of  John  Krebs — (who  was  he?) 
— may  indicate  that  she  was  at  Newtown 
under  the  instruction  of  Walter  Townsend. 
This  bill  was  dated  Mch.  14th  1800,  and  on 
the  29th  of  the  following  month  we  find 
both  Maria  and  Eliza  Vredenburgh  entering 
"The  Boarding  School  in  Bethlehem"  Pa., 
a  celebrated  school  in  its  day  conducted  by 
the  Moravians.  Their  first  bill  for  May  and 
June  was 

To  entrance  Money         .  .        £3.10.0 

May  17.  To  making  2  Caps  2/6: 

Ride,  both  6/2 .  .  8.8 

2  Slates  3/9:  American 

Accountant  3/9  .  7.6 

2   Music  books    1/6  & 

1/3 :  a  spoon  7  d.  .  3.4 
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June    2.  Pocket   Money       18/9: 

Medicines  4/6  . 

13.  Blank  books  papers  &c. 

2  pair  shoes  15/6:  pens 

thread     needles    &c. 

15.  Wine 

30.  Washing  Expences 

Instructions  in  Music    . 


Tuition  board  &c.  Apl. 

29  to  June  30   . 
Tuition     board    &c.     3 

Months  in  advance  40 

Ds.  ...       15.  o.  o 

£34.19.  7 
April  28.  By  50  Ds.  received       .        18.15  .0 


£1 

•  3-3 

2.6 

17-5 

3-9 

2 

.  0.0 

16.6 

£9.: 

[2. II 

10. 

6.  8 

Balance  Dr.  Pennsylva.  currency      £16.  4.  7 
New  York  currency        £17.  6.  3 

The  2d  bill  was 

1800 

Aug.  14th  To  2  pr.  gloves  8/. 
Summary  of  Xtian 
Doctrine  1/6         .  9.  6 
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2  Elements  of  Ge- 
ography 7/6 :  2 
Grammars  4/.      .  11.  6 

Sundries  for  Eliza's 

Birth  Day  .  7.  6 

Sept.  1.  Pocket  Money  37/6: 
postage  2/7 :  spoon 
8  d.  .  .  2.  o.  9 

Madeira   wine    11/3: 
Medicines     &     at- 
tendance 36/6        .  2.  7.  9 
Ribbons  5/8^:  3  lb. 
sugar  4/. :  mending 
trunk  2/.       .                       11.  %y2 
19.  Pins,  needles,  thread, 
tape  &c.  5/6:  1  yd. 
muslin  2/9    .          .  8.  3 
1  yd.  Calico  5/.:^  yd. 
Sarcenet       i/io^-: 
silk  6  d.         .          .               7.  ^/2 
Blank   books,    paper 
&c.     2/6:     3     pair 
shoes  22/.      .          .          1.  4.  6 
A  ride  both       .                        8.  4 
Maria's  Birth  day     .             15.  o 
30.  Washing        expences        2.12.  6 
3  Months  instruction 

in  Music       .  .  1.10.  o 

I3.I4-  8 
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3  Months       Tuition 
board    &c.    in    ad- 


15.  o.  o 


Penns.  Currency     .    £28.14.  8 
N.  York      "  .     £30.13.  o 

For  3d  quarter 

1800 

Sept.  30.  To  Acct.  rendered  N.  Y. 

Currency  30.13.0       .       28.14.  8 
Dec.     1.  Pocket     money     33/9: 

Medicine  12/.    .  .         2.  5.  9 

1  pair  stockings  5/.: 
purse  silk  6/4    .  .  1 1 .  4 

3.  6lA  yds  Calico  32/6:  4 

yds  linen  12/.   .  .         2.  4.  7 

15.  Blank  books,  paper  &c. 

2/10:  Ribbon  2/3       .  5.   1 

Pins,  Needles,  Thread 
&c.  2/. :  mending  shoes 
2/6  ...  4.  6 

4  Pair  shoes  31/.:  mak- 
ing a  gown  7/.    .  .  1. 18.  o 
Knitting  Cotton  &  Tam- 
bour Cotton      .          .  6.  8 
Embroidery  silk  .          .              4.  6 
24.  Sundries  for  Christmas            11.  o 
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Washing  Expences 

2. 

12. 

6 

Instruction       in       fine 

Needle  work  &c. 

1. 

2. 

6 

Instruction  in  Music  3 

months     . 

1. 

10. 

0 

42. 

11. 

I 

3  months  Tuition  Board 

&c.  in  adv. 

15- 

0. 

O 

Pennsylv.  Currency- 

57- 

11. 

1 

New  York 

£61. 

7- 

II 

While  Maria  and  Eliza  were  pursuing  their 
first  course  of  studies  under  the  care  of  the 
good  Sisters  at  Bethlehem  the  two  younger 
girls,  Miss  Cornelia  and  Miss  Evelina,  were 
receiving  tuition  from  Mrs.  George  at  New- 
town— "from  8  Feb.  to  8  May  @  2  Dollars 
per  quarter  £1.12.0."  From  Jany  1,  1801 
to  June  30  Maria  and  Eliza  were  still  at 
Bethlehem,  the  items  of  their  bills  being 
very  much  the  same  as  the  year  before  with 
the  addition  of  "Summary  of  the  Doctrine 
of  Jesus  Christ  1/8"  and  "Feb.  17  Eliza 
Sleighing— 3/9. " 

After  Sept.  30,  1801,  Maria's  name  appears 
no  more  on  the  rolls  at  Bethlehem  where 
Eliza  remained — at  least  until  Mch.  2j,  1803. 
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New  York  13  Dec.  1802  I  find  Mr.  Edwd. 
Hodgson's  acct. — 

1  Qrs.  Tuition  to  Miss  Evelina  .  $2.50 

Pens  &  ink  25  cents — 2  Books  .  .25 
Firing  for  Miss  Cornelia  for  the 

Season            .          .          .  .  2.00 

$475 

Mr  Fradenburg 

To  Adam  Giebe  Dr. 
Jany  15th  1803       For  teaching  Miss  Fraden- 
to  March  15th        burg    on  the  Pianoforte 
26  Lessons  at  4/.  per  Lesson    .      $13.00 
Battle  of  Prague     .  .  .  1.25 

Overture  Lodiskey.  .  .  .75 

Nicolays  favorite  Sonata  .  .75 

Nov.  24th  1802  tuned  the  Piano- 
forte .  .  .  .  .  1.50 


$17.25 


Rec'd  Payment 

in  full  Adam  Giebe. 
Endorsed — Mr  Fradenburg 

Greenwich  Road. 

This  is  the  last  bill  that  we  find  for  instruct- 
ing Mr.  Win.  J.  Vredenburgh's  oldest  daugh- 
ter. 
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The  young  ladies  of  our  day  who  aspire  to 
be  Colonial  Dames,  or  Daughters  of  The 
American  Revolution,  and  who  have  pursued 
the  elaborate  curriculum  of  Smith  or  Vas- 
sar  and  mastered  the  slang  of  the  most 
advanced  Co-ed  universities,  may  smile  at 
the  rather  modest  acquirements  of  their  great- 
grandmothers — but,  if  we  may  judge  by  its 
results,  the  education  that  produced  the 
wives  and  the  mothers  of  a  hundred  years  ago 
needs  no  apology. 

And  young  ladies  who  had  been  brought 
up  under  the  guidance  of  the  soft  voiced 
Sisters  at  Bethlehem, — when  simply  and 
modestly  gowned  in  delicate  materials  that 
had  grown  to  comeliness  under  their  own 
bright  needles,  were  no  less  fascinating 
than  the  society  belles  of  the  20th  cen- 
tury, whose  conquests  are  aided  by  the 
art  of  a  Monsieur  Worth  or  a  Madame 
Donovan. 

We  may  therefore  very  complacently  leave 
Miss  Maria  to  practice  the  Battle  of  Prague 
to  the  accompaniment  of  a  comical  little 
spinnet  with  its  quaint  marqueterie  inlayings 
and  its  slender  legs,  while  we  go  back  to  pick 
up  the  threads  of  our  story  and  prepare  for 
the  introduction  of  one  of  its  most  important 
characters. 
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The  residence  of  the  Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh 
family  from  about  May,  1794  to  May  1,  1799 
appears  to  have  been  at  No.  3  Stone  street, 
which  was  rented  from  Thos.  Storm  at  the 
rate  of  £50  per  quarter.  From  May  1st, 
1799,  by  agreement  with  Maj.  Robert  Moore, 
Wm.  J.  V.  took  the  house  and  farm  of  Mrs. 
Smith  at  Newtown  L.  I.  for  one  year  at  the 
rate  of  120  pounds  per  year  (he  to  lay  out  an 
additional  £10  in  repairs,  manure  &c.)  and 
next  year,  if  he  wished  to  retain  the  place,  at 
£120  and  be  at  no  expense  for  repairs  &c. 
A  week  later  Mr.  Vredenburgh,  having  re- 
ceived a  letter  containing  a  remittance  of 
money  (from  Thos.  Mumford  at  Scipio) — 
which  proved  to  contain  only  about  one  half 
of  the  amount  claimed  to  have  been  for- 
warded,— writes  in  pencil  "Opened  this 
letter  in  the  presence  of  Mrs.  Vredenburgh, 
Fanny  Townsend,  Maria  Brinkerhofl  &  John 
Krebs  &  counted  it  in  their  presence" — 
"  N.  B.  Received  &  opened  above  letter  while 
sitting  at  the  tea  table  by  candle  light  & 
counted  the  same  then  &  there" — which 
seems  to  indicate  that  none  of  the  children — 
were  sitting  at  the  table — though  it  may  be 
that  they  were  standing  up  at  the  table — 
(which  was  the  custom  of  the  day)  and  did 
not  count  as  present. 
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This  Newtown  farm  the  Vredenburghs 
occupied  as  the  accounts  would  indicate  until 
about  April  17,  1802 — and  on  the  Tax  re- 
ceipts Mr.  Wm.  J.  V.  is  described  as  of  New- 
town— Gentleman.  As  such  he  is  taxed  "ona 
4  wheeled  carriage,  called  a  waggon,  2  horses, 
$6.00:  on  a  chaise  $2.00." 

This  and  the  various  bills  and  accounts 
which  have  come  down  to  us  would  indicate 
that  Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh  had  become  an 
amateur  country  gentleman — glad  to  get 
away  from  the  turmoil  of  a  great  city — if  not 
too  far. 

Other  attractions  there  may  have  been 
(besides  the  fresh  air  and  the  freedom  from 
noise  and  confusion) — though  possibly  these 
had  no  share  in  influencing  the  choice  of  a 
residence. 

But  it  so  happened  that  among  the  dwellers 
in  the  neighborhood  there  was  a  young  widow, 
an  English  lady  of  culture  and  refinement, — a 
Mrs.  Mary  Rozier  Gilzean,  who  some  four 
years  previously  had  purchased  some  thirty 
odd  acres  at  Newtown  and  with  her  husband, 
"a  practitioner  in  Physic  &  Surgery, "  moved 
into  this  new  home  in  the  hope  of  nursing 
back  to  health  and  strength  his  constitution 
which  had  been  broken  down  by  the  fevers 
of  a  tropical  climate  in  Jamaica. 
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Just  how  long  Dr.  Wm.  Gilzean  lived  at 
Newtown  we  do  not  know — nor  anything 
concerning  the  business  he  may  have  estab- 
lished. But  we  learn  from  a  letter  written 
at  Montego  Bay  Sept.  16,  1798,  of  Mr.  John 
Gilzean's  death. 

It  could  not  have  been  much  later  than 
this — if  not  before, — that  Mrs.  Mary  Gilzean 
became  a  widow,  for  Feb.  9,  1799,  she  writes 
to  a  Mr.  Moulton — in  Jamaica,  to  act  as  her 
attorney  there,  "for  the  recovery  of  such 
property  of  my  late  Husband  &  of  his 
Brother  John,  Deceased,  as  may  appertain  to 
me  in  virtue  of  his  will. "  The  property  she 
describes  as  "consisting  of  an  Estate  or  Seat 
called  Paradise  &  a  large  amount  of  debts." 
Mr.  Moulton  is  asked  as  "an  act  of  charity 
to  assist  the  widow  by  taking  charge  of  her 
property  in  your  island,"  and  to  the  draft 
of  the  letter  is  an  N.B.  in  Col.  Vredenburgh 's 
handwriting — calling  attention  to  a  power  of 
attorney  alleged  to  have  been  given  to  parties 
in  Jamaica.  This  letter  with  accompanying 
papers  was  forwarded  by  the  Brig  Venus 
which  appears  to  have  been  lost — for  Col. 
Vredenburgh  writes  again  in  June  reiterating 
the  facts  and  adding  that  duplicate  copies  of 
certificates,  affidavits  &c.  will  be  forwarded 
"by  next  armed  vessel,"  and  he  adds  as  an 
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explanation  of  his  own  connection  with  the 
affair  "Mrs.  Gilzean  having  a  few  days  after 
forwarding  the  aforesaid  papers  exchanged  her 
name  for  that  of  mine. " 

A  few  days  after  some  date  in  February 
1799  therefore  Mrs.  Gilzean  had  become 
Mrs.  Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh. 

On  May  the  8th,  1799,  as  we  have  seen, 
the  Vredenburghs  were  comfortably  installed 
at  the  Newtown  home  and  on  the  same  day 
the  Hon.  J.  Beckly  wrote  from  Philadelphia 
"Our  Sincere  Congratulations  on  your  late 
marriage." 


THE   BURNETT  FAMILY 

According  to  a  letter  written  by  Charles 
John  Burnett,  July  17th,  1856,  his  "father 
was  born  in  London  and  was  the  second  of 
four  brothers,  Sir  Robert  being  the  oldest." 

John  Burnett,  the  second  brother,  born  in 
London  in  1749,  died  in  July,  1805.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Kinch  of  Church  Enstone, 
Oxfordshire,  England,  who  was  born  in  1756 
and  died  in  1794.  "His  employment  was  for 
many  years  that  of  principal  Land  Coal 
Meter  for  the  County  of  Surrey. " 

On  the  30th  August,  1792 — (the  a.  d.  not 
having  as  yet  been  abolished — although  it 
was  then  "Tan  4.  de  la  Liberte"  and  things 
were  being  done  "au  nom  de  la  Nation") — 
"  M.  John  Burnett  anglois  de  nation  "  appears, 
by  a  permit  of  transit  to  have  been  at  "Bou- 
logne sur  Mer"  about  to  traverse  the  "king- 
dom" en  route  for  Bruges,  where  his  family 
had  previously  passed  some  twelve  or  eigh- 
teen months  and  where  his  son  Joseph  was 
born.  In  the  above  mentioned  permit  M. 
John  Burnett  is  described  as  43  years  of  age, 
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JOHN    BURNETT 
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— 5  feet  6  inches  tall ;  hair  and  eyebrows  chest- 
nut: eyes  brown:  nose  "moyenne":  chin 
round ;  ' '  front  degage  "  :  "  visage  ovale. ' '  He 
did  not  linger  long  in  the  land  of  Liberte  & 
Egalite — for  his  "Laissez  Passer" — which 
still  sported  the  motto  "laloileroi"  and 
was  graced  by  the  Fleur  de  Lys,  was  "Vu 
a  la  Municipalite  de  Dunkerque"  Sept.  I, 
1792 — "Allant  a  Bruges." 

About  thirteen  years  later  "he  departed 
this  life  in  the  fifty-seventh  year  of  his  age 
and  was  buried  in  Kentish  Town  or  its 
vicinity." 

His  wife  Elizabeth  "a  most  devoted  wife 
and  Mother  had  been  laid  away  in  the  ceme- 
tery of  St.  John's  Horselydown  in  1794. " 

Of  his  children — 

Charles  John  Burnett  was  born  in  London 
in  1774  and  died  in  Skaneateles,  N.  Y.,  1856. 
He  married  Maria  Hubbard  Vredenburgh 
(oldest  daughter  of  Wm.  John  Vredenburgh 
and  Elizabeth  Townsend  his  wife) .  She  was 
born  in  New  York  Sept.  3rd,  1785,  and  died 
at  Skaneateles  April  24,  1876. 

As  a  young  man  he  was  engaged  in  com- 
mercial business  in  Spain  and  was  probably 
in  Malaga  as  early  as  1794,  (at  which  time 
the  ship  Goddess  of  Liberty,  Capt.  Sanders 
Master,  was  loading  at  that  port  with  60 
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quarter  casks  of  wine  and  260  casks  of  Raisins 
for  Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh  of  No.  3  Stone  St., 
New  York) — I  say,  probably,  for  his  know- 
ledge of  Spanish  would  argue  an  extended 
stay  in  the  country  and  we  know  that  in  1796, 
Oct.  1 8th,  H.  B.  M's  Consul  at  Malaga,  Wm. 
Douglas  Brodie  Esqr.,  desires  "all  Princes  & 
States  at  amity  with  His  Brittanic  Majesty 
to  permit  Mr.  Chas.  Burnett  Mercht.  be- 
longing to  the  British  factory  in  this  City  to 
pass  to  Gibraltar  or  elsewhere  without  any 
hindrance  &c. " 

On  the  5th  of  the  following  month,  an 
immensely  important  personage  ("  Don  Nich- 
olas Manuel  Bacarello,  Ursura,  Henestrosa, 
Laso  de  la  Vega,  Villacis,  Valderama,  Cor- 
dova y  Argote"  who  was  Marquis,  Viscount, 
Baron  and  Lord  of  many  places, — General, 
Governor,  President,  Sub-delegate  and  nu- 
merous other  things — to  say  nothing  of  his 
being  the  Inspector  of  Provincial  Invalids, 
Infantry  and  Bullfighters, — all  of  which 
titles  take  up  12  full  lines  of  print,) — concedes 
free  and  safe  passage  to  Don  Carlos  Juan 
Burnett,  English  merchant,  to  go  anywhere 
he  may  please,  ''outside  of  Spain,"  "war 
having  been  declared  with  England"  and  no 
impediment  shall  be  offered  to  his  voyage, 
"via  recta" — which  is  in  italics. 
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At  Gibraltar  he  seems  to  have  remained 
nearly  a  year,  for,  on  the  27th  September, 
I797?  Charles  O'Hara  Esqr.  Governor  of  the 
Town  &  Garrison  of  Gibraltar  declares 
"under  the  Garrison  Seal" — and  with  the 
charming  inconsequence  and  grammar  of 
official  documents, — that, — "Whereas  Mr. 
Charles  John  Burnett  being  about  to  embark 
as  passenger  on  board  the  ship  or  vessel 
called  the  Lion — whereof  Duncan  is  Master, 
now  at  anchor  in  this  port  and  bound  for  Faro 
— These  are  to  certify  that,  good  health  is 
enjoyed  in  this  Town  &  Territory,  without 
any  suspicion  of  Plague  or  contagious  Dis- 
temper"— &c. 

The  good  ship  Lion  must  have  conveyed 
her  passengers  in  safety  to  their  destination, 
for  some  five  months  later  (Feb.  20.  1798) 
"Joao  Lempriere  H.  B.  M's  Consul  deputed 
to  the  kingdom  of  Algarve"  announces  to 
all  the  "Senhores,  Governors,  Corregidores, 
Conservatores "  &c.  &c,  that  the  Senr. 
Carlos  Burnett,  a  vassal  of  H.  B.  M.  is  about 
to  leave  Faro  for  the  City  of  Lisbon,  with 
letters  from  the  consulate  to  "The  Most 
Illustrious  &  most  Excellent  Mr.  The  Envoy 
of  His  Brittanic  Majesty  &c. " — which  cer- 
tificate cost  a  stamp  of  5  Reis. 

In  Lisbon  he  entered  the  mercantile  house 
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of  some  relative,  but  he  could  not  have  re- 
mained very  long  for  within  five  years  from 
his  departure  from  Faro  he  had  become  "Mr. 
Chas.  J.  Burnett  of  New  York"  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Brown  &  Burnett. 

Of  his  career  in  New  York  we  know  little 
or  nothing,  but  it  is  fair  to  presume  from  after 
occurrences,  that,  among  those  with  whom  he 
had  business  relations  and  whose  generous 
hospitality  he  enjoyed  was  William  John 
Vredenburgh, — whose  ship,  Goddess  of  Lib- 
erty, visited,  as  we  have  seen,  the  port  of 
Malaga  at  about  the  time  when  Mr.  Burnett 
was  there  located. 

To  what  extent  the  acquaintance  between 
Mr.  Burnett  and  the  Vredenburgh  household 
had  ripened  into  friendship  may  be  judged  by 
the  fact  that  under  the  date  of  March  1, 1803, 
we  come  upon  a  very  matter  of  fact  letter, 
which  apparently  had  not  passed  through  the 
post  office,  addressed  to  "Wm.  J.  Vreden- 
burgh Esqr. "  and  beginning  "Sir — Permit 
me  the  honour  of  claiming  your  attention  to 
a  matter  that  very  essentially  regards  my 
happiness.  .  .  .  You  are  not  I  presume 
to  be  informed  that  of  late  my  attentions 
have  been  directed,  in  a  particular  manner 
toward  your  inestimable  Daughter,  .  .  . 
I  have  imparted  to  Maria  my  sentiments  .  .  . 


ELIZABETH 
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but  dutiful  affection  to  you,  Sir !  induced  her 
to  remain  silent  'till  she  possessed  your  and 
Mrs.  V's  opinion.  ..."  It  is  to  be  inferred 
that  this  missive,  which  is  signed,  "With 
great  respect,  Sir,  your  very  obedient  servt. 
Charles  John  Burnett,"  did  not  meet  with 
any  unfavorable  answer,  for  on  the  22 d  of 
the  same  month  we  find  the  very  ardent  but 
respectful  lover  writing  to  "My  Maria"  and 
hoping  that  she  is  happy  in  the  society  of  her 
friends  at  Newtown — where  he  had  evidently 
been  shortly  before  for  he  writes  "after 
leaving  you  at  Mr.  Titus'  I  proceeded  on  to 
Mr.  Roosevelt's  .  .  .  and  was  advised  to 
return  by  way  of  Hell  Gate,  as  preferable, 
on  account  of  the  high  N.  West  wind  which 
would  make  it  unpleasant  to  cross  the 
Brooklyn  ferry.  I  therefore  retraced  the 
steps  we  came  together  .  .  .  lost  in  con- 
templation of  the  happiness  that  awaits  me 
with  the  lovely  girl  that  is  ever  present  in  my 
thoughts."  At  the  Hell  Gate  ferry  "after 
waiting  some  time  for  the  scow  and  being 
detained  over  an  hour  in  the  passage  over 
by  the  high  wind"  he  reached  the  New  York 
side  and  "about  half  past  seven  o'clock  was 
safe  arrived  at  Greenwich"  where  the  family 
were  evidently  staying  at  the  time.  This 
was  on  Wednesday.     On  Saturday  "A  pro- 
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posed  visit  of  our  cousin  Fanny  to  Newtown ' ' 
offered  an  opportunity — (for  letters  went 
mostly  by  hand  in  those  days)  "to  renew  my 
solicitations  for  the  speedy  return  of  the 
charming  girl  of  my  heart.  " 

These  days  of  tender,  trusting  affection 
and  blissful  anticipation  could  not  have  been 
untinged  with  sadness,  for  old  homes  were 
being  abandoned.  A  month  had  hardly 
passed  before  the  Greenwich  place,  that  Isle 
of  Safety  during  yellow  fever  panics,  was  sold 
to  John  Jacob  Astor — (who  paid  for  21  full 
city  lots  $1650 — near  what  is  now  14th  St. 
and  6th  Ave.). 

Old  associations  were  to  be  severed,  famil- 
iar scenes  and  faces  to  be  looked  upon  for 
perhaps  the  last  time.  A  proud,  refined 
family  brought  up  in  luxury  and  ease  was 
resolutely  facing  the  doubts,  the  chances,  the 
perils  of  a  vast  wilderness  scantily  peopled  by 
hardy  frontiersmen  and  half  naked  Indians. 

We  must  imagine  the  godspeeds  and  the 
farewells.  We  must  imagine  also  the  white 
canvased  sloop  dashing  through  the  bright 
waters  of  the  bay  or  crawling  lazily  over  the 
broad  expanses  of  the  Hudson,  up  past 
Esopus  with  its  old  memories  of  many 
Vredenburghs,  and  Red  Hook  with  its  kindly 
remembrances  of  the  Wheelers. 
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There  was  the  Colonel,  as  he  had  come  to 
be  called,  alert  and  active,  dreaming  of  the 
vast  possibilities  of  the  future ;  of  forests  and 
streams  to  be  subdued,  of  mills  and  foundries 
to  be  built,  of  triumphs  in  the  halls  of  legis- 
lature, of  shrewd  wisdom  and  doubtful  law 
upon  the  bench.  And  his  wife,  elegant  and 
still  beautiful,  lost  in  thought  of  all  she  was 
leaving  behind, — of  the  dear  distant  home  in 
old  England,  of  her  young  married  life  in  the 
tropics,  of  the  beauties  of  her  "Paradise" 
among  the  blue  hills  of  Jamaica — whose 
blissful  monotony  was  broken  alternately  by 
wild  tornadoes  or  still  more  dreaded  insur- 
rections, of  the  dissolution  of  the  Gilzean 
firm,  the  removal  to  New  York,  her  widow- 
hood, her  remarriage — her  social  position 
in  the  metropolis — which  even  then  consid- 
ered itself  great — her  associations  with  all 
that  was  proudest,  wealthiest  and  most  re- 
fined— with  the  Varicks,  the  Van  Dykes,  the 
Hoffmans,  the  Ten  Eycks,  the  Clintons,  the 
Roosevelts  and  the  Hamiltons.  And  there 
were  two  to  be  thought  of — watched  over  by 
the  tall,  stately  Rose,  picturesque  with  her 
bright  ear-rings,  her  dark  skin,  her  eyes  flash- 
ing with  a  mingling  of  pride  and  almost 
tigerish  affection  for  her  little  white  charges 
and  for  her  own  not  over  dark  boy  who  like 

6 
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his  mother  had  been  handed  over  to  Mrs. 
Gilzean — as  one  of  the  assets  of  the  dissolved 
firm — to  be  taken  to  New  York,  but  not  to 
be  sold. 

And  then  there  were  two  others, — lost 
in  the  blissful  enjoyment  of — each  other — 
doubtless. 

On  what  day  this  voyage  began  and  just 
how  long  it  lasted  we  have  no  means  of 
knowing, — (indeed  there  are  those  who  de- 
clare that  the  voyage  by  water  is  a  fiction 
and  that  the  whole  exodus  was  by  land) — 
for  the  precious  journal  of  the  exodus  has 
been  lost.  By  May  the  6th  however  they 
must  have  reached  Albany,  for,  on  the  17th, 
"Mr.  Fredenburgh's"  bill  at  Merchants 
Tavern  amounted,  for  "Boarding  Family 
14/7  weeks  @  22K  Dollars, "  to  $35.36.  And 
the  three  horses  had  then  been  quartered  at 
Mr.  Ransom's  for  11  nights  and  had  been 
shod  in  anticipation  of  the  serious  work  be- 
fore them  (£  1.5.6.).  Mr.  Ransom  also  had 
rec'd  pay't  in  full  (£  4.10.0)  for  oats  and  hay, 
some  of  which  may  have  been  carried  on  their 
travels.  From  Albany  their  first  day's  jour- 
ney took  them  to  Schenectady — not  far — but 
a  sad  and  weary  way — for  the  children  were 
sick.  Eliza  (AE.  12)  being  threatened  with 
scarlet  fever — mamma  worried,  anxious  and 
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distressed  and  the  biirden  of  it  all  falling  upon 
Maria  who  "poor  dear  girl"  had  been  "again 
visited  by  her  ruthless  enemy  the  tooth-ache. ' ' 

It  may  have  been  this  culmination  of 
troubles  that  induced  the  Colonel  to  purchase 
from  Mrs.  Janaka  (her  X  mark)  Van  Dyke 
of  the  City  of  Schenectady,  for  the  sum  of 
sixty  five  pounds  a  "Negro  Girl  named  Su- 
san"— the  Sukey  of  this  history.  This 
transaction  is  dated  May  19th — which  may 
be  a  clerical  error,  for  landlord  Rogers's  bill — 
for  "  a  day  and  a  half  bed  and  board — includ- 
ing keep  of  3  horses — 6  shillings'  worth  of 
brandy  and  gin"  (possibly  for  sickness) 
"4/.  worth  of  Milk  Punch"  (for  whom  it 
may  concern)  "and  18  d.  of  beer  for  the 
driver,"  is  dated  the  18th  and  Utica  was 
reached  the  same  day.  This  landlord's  bill 
is  interesting  for  its  items  among  which  we 
note  "3  Dinners  @  2/6"  for  grown  ups,  "4 
childrens'  ditto  @  2/." — "man  woman's  & 
girls  @  2/." — "Lodging  for  the  party  6/.: 
Gin  4/.:  4  suppers  of  milk  4/.:  3  breakfasts 
6/.:  4  childrens'  ditto  6/.:  man  woman  & 
girl's  ditto  @  2/.:  Doctor's  dinner  2/6." 

The  Doctor  had  probably  been  called  to 
attend  the  children. 

At  Utica  the  family  were  delayed  for  sev- 
eral days — perhaps  enjoying  the  hospitality 
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of  Mr.  Post  or  other  friends — for  on  the  22d 
May  we  find  a  second  bill  from  Landlord 
Trowbridge  for  suppers  and  lodging  with  2/. 
worth  of  wine  and  1/.  of  beer  which  indicates 
but  a  night's  stay  at  the  hostlery. 

At  this  last  considerable  outpost  of  civiliza- 
tion there  had  been  many  things  to  be  at- 
tended to.  Mr.  Hawley  had  come  on  from 
Marcellus  to  meet  the  family — but  had  re- 
turned a  week  ago  leaving  a  letter  for  the 
Colonel  informing  him  that  arrangements 
had  been  made  to  have  Mr.  Post  take  charge 
of  the  goods  which  were  forwarded  in  the 
waggons  that  Col.  Phillips  of  Manlius  "is 
sending  here  every  week."  He  particularly 
urged  that  the  effects  should  be  put  only  into 
"good  strong  waggons  &  entrusted  to  very 
careful  drivers" — which  was  not  very  as- 
suring,— nor  was  his  regret  that  he  had 
"not  yet  got  the  house  complete"  but  was 
doing  so  as  fast  as  "posable" — he  adds  how- 
ever the  comforting  remark,  "I  have  got 
100  lbs.  of  smoked  ham  to  carry  home  for 
you." 

This  unfinished  house  was  the  one  after- 
wards known  as  the  "Burnett  house"  that 
stood  for  a  hundred  years,  or  more,  on  the 
site  opposite  St.  James  church,  Skaneateles; 
it  had  been  purchased  from  Levi  Sartwell  and 
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Eleanor  his  wife  together  with  the  lot  of  13^ 
acres  upon  which  it  stood  for  $300. 

The  contract  of  sale  is  dated  the  28th  of 
June  of  the  previous  year. 

According  to  family  tradition  the  Sartwell 
house  had  at  one  time  served  as  a  tavern  and 
was  furnished  with  a  bar — but,  be  this  as  it 
may,  it  had  but  scant  accommodations  for 
a  large  family  and  Mr.  Hawley  had  added 
another  room,  with  a  fireplace  in  it,  for  Mr. 
Dullard  and  his  wife  "making  a  good  ad- 
dition" and  had  furthermore  picked  out  a 
spot  of  about  >2  an  acre  that  he  thought 
would  make  an  excellent  garden. 

As  early  as  the  Fall  before  he  had  written 
to  send  some  paints  &c.  to  "Do  of  the  Sart- 
well house  &  make  it  fit  for  your  reception  " — 
so  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  it  was  fairly 
presentable — "though  not  so  well  prepaired 
as  I  could  wish." 

We  do  not  know  exactly  when  the  weary 
family  reached  their  new  home — but  by  the 
19th  of  June  a  letter  was  written  from  Skane- 
ateles,  to  New  York,  reaching  its  destina- 
tion on  the  5th  of  July. 

In  answer  Mr.  Burnett  says  "thank  you  for 
particulars  of  your  journey  from  Albany 
which  but  for  the  illness  of  the  children 
would  not  have  been  otherwise  than  pleas- 
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ant."  .  .  .  " Soon,  very  soon  shall  I  join 
my  Maria  in  her  rambles  on  the  shore  of 
the  lake" — "what  would  you  say"  he  adds 
"if  I  should  bring,  in  my  hand,  our  friend 
Mrs.  TenEyck?" 

On  the  22d  July  1803,  "At  a  Court  of  the 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  City  of 
New  York"  we  find,  that,  "Charles  John 
Burnett  of  the  City  &  County  of  New  York, 
but  formerly  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  &  Ireland  .  .  .  applied  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  of  America  .  .  .  and  he  was  accord- 
ingly admitted  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  of  America. " 

On  the  2d  of  August  he  writes  from  New 
York  "I  intend  setting  out  about  Thursday 
next  and  our  meeting,  please  God,  will  be  in 
a  few  days  after  you  receive  this, ' '  and  he 
adds,  "I  wish  I  may  succeed  in  getting  a 
servant  girl,  but  it  is  difficult  to  get  them  to 
go  so  far." 

September  the  2Qth,  1803,  Maria  Hubbard 
Vredenburgh  was  married  to  Charles  John 
Burnett. 

On  Oct.  18th,  1803,  Mr.  Burnett  writes 
from  New  York  "This  will  inform  my  dear 
Maria  of  my  safe  arrival  here  in  company 
with   our  friend   Mr.   Ten  Eyck.     We  left 
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Albany  on  Friday  evening  &  got  here  at 
12  o'clock  last  night.  Our  journey  has  been 
very  pleasant  &  I  think  on  the  whole  rather 
Expeditious.  I  write  from  Mr.  Hector 
Scott's  at  Greenwich.  .  .  .  My  Brother 
George  I  have  not  seen  yet  .  .  .  he  is  gone 
into  Vesey  Street  .  .  .  Bishop  is  gone  to 
sea  in  the  vessel  we  have  been  loading  for  the 
West  Indies.  I  have  ventured  as  far  as  Mr. 
Ten  Eyck's  house  without  any  apprehension 
from  the  fever,  as  it  has  been  blowing  very 
hard  from  N.  W.  and  the  air  is  perfectly  clear 
&  cool.  The  Inhabitants,  many  of  them  talk 
seriously  of  returning  to  their  houses,  the  cool 
weather  flattering  them  with  the  prospect  of 
health  being  soon  restored  to  the  city.  You 
may  rely  on  my  prudence,  my  dear  love,  in 
not  approaching  too  near  the  centre  of  the 
city,  till  it  can  be  done  with  safety  to  my 
person.  In  a  few  minutes  I  am  going  with 
Mr.  Brown  to  Springfield  to  see  his  family 
there.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Lupton  is  at  Newtown 
...  I  suspected  my  Brother  George  at- 
tended Mr.  L.  during  his  sickness — untill 
he  died, — which,  if  I  had  known  it,  would 
have  caused  me  great  uneasiness.  .  .  . 
I  now  regret  that  you  have  not  come  with 
me  as  you  would  have  been  perfectly  safe 
in  this  neighborhood. ' ' 
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Enclosed  is  a  lock  of  curly  brownish  yellow 
hair — eloquent  if  it  could  only  speak. 

This  letter  is  marked  as  having  been  "rec'd 
Nov.  3d  1803," — sixteen  days  from  date. 

Just  one  month  after  the  wedding  we  find 
another  letter  from  C.  J.  B.  at  New  York. 
He  has  been  to  Springfield;  Mr.  Brown  (his 
partner  of  Brown  &  Burnett)  will  bring  his 
family  to  town  on  Monday;  "have  shown 
your  Papa's  letter  about  the  Post  Office  to 
Mr.  Ten  Eyck  who  will  attend  to  it  as  soon 
as  he  has  an  opportunity  to  see  De  Witt 
Clinton  " — and  then  follows  an  assurance  that 
must  have  brought  comfort  to  the  anxious 
young  wife — "The  fever  has  entirely  left  the 
city" — though  possibly  a  little  premature. 

A  letter  of  18th  Nov.  follows.  "I  have 
received  two  of  your  affectionate  Letters 
.  .  .  27th  Oct.  &  7th  inst. — I  thank  you 
my  dear  girl  for  the  Village  news.  It  ap- 
pears you  have  had  several  visitors  at  the 
Lake — among  them  Mr.  Wm.  Townsend 
.  .  .  Piatt  Townsend  returned  several  days 
ago  from  his  voyage  to  Russia  ...  he  has 
made  up  his  mind  to  leave  ploughing  the 
main  ...  &  devote  his  future  days  to 
ploughing  the  land,  which  you  may  suppose 
delights  the  venerable  old  gentleman  his 
father.    .    .    .     Have   engaged   my   passage 
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on  board  a  sloop  to  sail  the  first  favorable 
weather."  Enclosed,  probably,  with  this 
was  a  letter  from  the  "venerable  old  gentle- 
man" himself — 

"  New  York,  Nov.  19th,  1803. 

My  dear  Grandaughter 

With  heartfelt  Satisfaction  I  congratulate 
you  on  yr.  change  of  Condition  in  life  may 
God  in  his  infinite  mercy  long  very  long  pre- 
serve you  and  yr.  amiable  Consort  an  happy 
pair  and  afford  you  all  the  comforts  proper 
for  us  as  Probationers  for  Eternity — but  let 
us  never  forget  that  this  World  and  all  its 
enjoyments  must  finally  come  to  an  End  may 
God  in  tender  mercy  lead  us  to  that  happy 
world  where  sorrow  never  enters  I  am  very 
far  my  dear  from  wishing  you  to  abstain 
from  the  innocent  Pleasures  of  Life  but 
wish  you  to  enjoy  them  with  gratitue  to 
the  supreme  benefactor  to  the  Universe  as 
I  am  like  a  Stranger  in  Town  can  give  you 
no  information  that  would  be  interesting  to 
you  I  can  only  assure  you  that  your  happi- 
ness thro  Time  and  Eternity  is  the  fervent 
wish  of 

Your  affectionate  Grandfather 

Platt  Townsend. 

Mrs.  Burnet." 
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This  congratulation  might  seem  rather 
tardy  to  us,  but  news  traveled  slowly  in 
those  days — even  a  year  later — after  Mr. 
Vredenburgh  had  received  his  appointment 
as  Deputy  Postmaster,  at  Skaneateles, — his 
letters  took  8  days  to  reach  their  destination 
in  New  York — "two  less  than  before"  as 
we  are  informed. 

This  appointment  of  Mr.  Vredenburgh 
marks  the  first  establishment  of  a  post  office 
at  Skaneateles.  It  is  signed  by  Gideon 
Granger,  Postmaster  General,  and  bears 
upon  its  seal  a  figure  of  Mercury — with  the 
motto  "Sigill.  Mag.  Gen.  Nunciorum. "  Up 
to  this  time  many  letters  were  conveyed  by 
hand,  and  even  when  transmitted  by  mail 
cost  from  New  York  to  Albany  17  cents,  and 
to  Skaneateles  from  20  to  40  cents.  The  office 
of  postmaster  remained  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Vredenburgh  or  Mr.  Chas.  J.  Burnett,  his 
son-in-law,  for  many  years  and  as  late  as 
1841  I  find  letters  addressed  to  Mr.  Burnett 
as  Postmaster — Skaneateles. 

According  to  E.  N.  Leslie,  Mr.  Burnett 
"held  the  office  of  Postmaster  of  Skaneateles 
from  18 1 7  to  1843,  a  period  of  twenty  six 
years,  through  the  administrations  of  Presi- 
dents Monroe,  Adams,  Jackson,  Van  Buren 
and  Harrison."      If  we  add  to  this  the  term 
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of  Col.  Vredenburgh — the  position  was  held 
by  one  family  for  forty  years. 

At  what  period  Mr.  Vredenburgh  decided 
to  remove  from  New  York,  or  its  immediate 
neighborhood,  we  do  not  know;  but  on  the 
28th  of  March  1802,  "Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh 
of  Newtown  L.  I."  agrees  to  purchase  of 
Jesse  Kellogg  of  Marcellus  his  farm  and  his 
part  of  the  grist  and  saw  mill  on  Lot  36,  Mar- 
cellus, at  the  outlet  of  Skaneateles  Lake — 
with  all  buildings,  excepting  the  distillery — 
1 10  acres,  for  the  sum  of  $5000.  And,  as  a 
further  severing  of  old  ties,  a  month  later 
John  Jacob  Astor  purchases  the  Greenwich 
lot  for  $1650. 

Again  on  the  9th  of  November  in  a  New- 
town bill  Mr.  Vredenburgh  is  credited  with 
"3  groce  of  bottles" — which  suggests  a 
breaking  up  of  the  pleasant  country  home  of 
"Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh  gentleman"  who  is 
taxed  for  "one  4  wheeled  carriage,  framed 
posts  &  top — steel  springs  $6.00  per  annum" 
and  in  another  bill  for  "a  coachee,  a  1  horse 
chair,  2  horses."  Since  February  of  1800, 
at  least,  he  had  occupied  a  farm  at  Newtown : 
— he  had  also  at  times  lived  upon  Staten 
Island  and  was  evidently  disinclined  to  stay 
in  the  city, — whether  on  account  of  the 
deadly  fever  which  seems  to  have  become 
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periodical  there — from  a  natural  and  whole- 
some love  of  the  country — or  because  of  the 
varied  and  extensive  enterprises  engaging  his 
activities  in  the  less  settled  parts  of  what  was 
then  the  West. 

Among  other  investments  was  the  Iron 
Furnace  and  adjoining  13  acres  "in  late 
Onondaga  Reservation"  which  Job  Gilbert 
mortgages,  in  June  1801,  to  Comfort  Tyler, — 
the  same  who  with  Virtue  Benson  offers 
to  pay  Mr.  V's  taxes — Benson  being  then 
Deputy  Clerk.  Comfort  Tyler  appears  to 
have  acted  as  Mr.  V's  agent  and  sometimes 
as  his  partner — as  for  instance  in  the  Hotel 
which  they  were  building  at  Cayuga  in  1802, 
consisting  of  a  2  story  main  building  and  a 
kitchen. 

Of  this  Mr.  Vredenburgh  owned  %,  as 
did  Thos.  Mumford,  Comfort  Tyler  and 
another.  Mr.  Mumford  writes  Dec.  10  that 
he  had  expended  for  stonework  laid  in  lime 
mortar,  4  chimnies,  lumber  &c.  $920  and  had 
contracted  for  lathing  $340  more.  He  adds 
"  I  really  wish  you  would  take  my  X  •  •  • 
on  acct  of  want  of  funds.  .  .  .  Mr.  Kibbe 
says  it  will  be  out  of  Mr.  Tyler's  power  to 
pay  his  %  •  •  •  •  The  property  is  good  I 
know  &  will  pay  a  handsome  interest.  " 

At  Otisco  Lake  Mr.  Vredenburgh  appears 
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to  have  owned  Lot  78  (Marcellus)  containing 
300  acres — probably  including  the  mill  site 
on  the  outlet  and  what  afterwards  became 
Marietta — in  honor  of  his  eldest  daughter 
(Maria)  Mrs.  Chas.  J.  Burnett. 

The  anticipation  of  her  marriage  doubtless 
hastened  the  establishment  of  a  new  family 
home  and  the  natural  beauties  of  the  Lake 
decided  its  location  at  Skaneateles — or  as 
it  was  called  in  those  days  on  "Lot  #36 
Marcellus. " 

As  early  as  1797  Judge  Sanger  had  cut  up 
a  part  of  Lot  36  into  village  lots  and  sold 
them  it  is  reported  for  eight  dollars  each. 

There  were  at  this  time  (Vid.  E.  N.  Leslie) 
upon  the  site  of  the  present  village  only  two 
or  three  log  huts  and  the  frame  of  one  house — 
but  settlers  began  to  come  in  rapidly  and 
by  January  1800  one  of  the  Judge's  lots,  #10, 
was  bought  by  Levi  Sartwell  for  60  Dollars. 
The  same  lot  with  an  unfinished  house  about 
a  year  later  was  sold  (or  contracted  for)  to 
Col.  Vredenburgh,  who  a  few  months  later 
agreed  to  purchase  from  Jesse  Kellogg,  of 
Marcellus,  his  farm  and  his  share  of  the 
grist  mill  and  saw  mill  on  Lot  36,  at  the 
outlet  of  the  lake. 

When  Col.  Vredenburgh  came,  (according 
to  E.   N.   Leslie's  History  of  Skaneateles,) 
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there  were  near  the  house  in  which  he  had 
prepared  to  install  his  family,  a  small  house 
occupied  by  John  Legg  on  the  site  of  the 
present  T.  Y.  Avery  dwelling,  with  Legg's 
black-smith  shop  standing  where  Dr.  Bart- 
lett's  office  now  is;  where  C.  H.  Poor  now 
lives  there  was  a  log  house;  on  the  shore  of 
the  lake  where  the  present  Rectory  of  St. 
James  Church  is  situated  Judge  Sanger  owned 
an  ashery,  while  Isaac  Selover,  a  carpenter, 
resided  in  an  unpainted  frame  house  "where 
Dr.  Campbell  resides." 

Soon  after  this  (Aug.  31,  1803)  Judge 
Sanger  deeded  to  Col.  Vredenburgh  all  the 
then  unsold  portion  of  Military  Lot  36  com- 
prising most  of  the  land  on  which  the  present 
village  of  Skaneateles  stands  between  the 
outlet  on  the  West  and  Onondaga  Street 
on  the  East — some  120  acres,  for  the  sum  of 
$4000.  On  the  South — the  boundary  line 
took  in  all  that  portion  of  the  lake  included 
in  the  original  survey  of  Lot  36.  The  num- 
ber of  acres  of  land  then  covered  by  the 
water  must  have  been  very  much  less  than 
at  present,  as  the  level  of  the  lake  has  more 
than  once  been  raised  by  dams — but  how 
much  we  do  not  know. 

Upon  this  newly  acquired  property  Col. 
Vredenburgh  selected  a  commanding  spot, 
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at  the  junction  of  what  are  now  Onondaga 
and  Genesee  Streets,  for  the  erection  of  a 
family  mansion.  I  think  the  site  of  the 
"Great  House"  was  not  included,  as  Mr. 
Leslie  seems  to  imply,  in  the  Judge  Sanger 
purchase  but  was  a  separate  lot  bought 
previously — from  some  party  other  than 
either  Sanger  or  Jesse  Kellogg,  as  it  is  hardly 
probable  that  W.  J.  V.  would  have  made 
elaborate  plans  for  building  upon  land  he 
did  not  yet  own.  Through  the  twenty  acres 
here  set  off  there  wound  a  small  brook  which 
was  capable  on  occasions  of  swelling  to 
dangerous  dimensions.  There  were  fine  old 
forest  trees  to  be  removed  and  also  some  un- 
marked graves, — sixteen  we  are  told,  whose 
occupants  were  afterwards  transferred  to 
what  is  now  the  Lake  View  Cemetery. 

Two  letters,  the  one  from  Comfort  Tyler, 
the  other  from  Ebenezer  R.  Hawley  and  both 
dated  Onondaga,  April  nth,  1802,  show  that 
at  that  early  date  when  Mr.  Vredenburgh 
bought  from  Jesse  Kellogg  his  farm  and  his 
part  of  the  grist  mill  and  saw  mill  at  the  out- 
let of  Skaneateles  Lake,  Hawley  had  been 
trying  to  "Contract  for  Building  your 
House.  "  But  he  finds  "difficulties  in  the  way 
particularly  on  account  of  Digging  the 
cellar  &  giting  stone  to  make  the  Wall  in  the 
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same — the  Labouring  people  are  all  engaged 
in  making  turnpike  road  this  Summer  so  that 
I  should  have  to  give  an  extravagant  price 
...  &  some  material  will  be  difficult  to  be 
got.  ...  But  I  have  contrived  a  way 
...  so  that  you  can  move  your  family 
.  .  .  twelve  acres  are  to  be  sold,  together 
with  one  of  the  small  lots  adjoining  with  a 
new  House  on  it — I  have  seen  the  man  who 
owns  the  lot  .  .  .  he  wishes  you  to  have 
the  place  .  .  .  have  sent  to  him  for  the 
refusal  of  it."  Tyler's  letter  is  of  the  same 
tenor.  He  strongly  advocates  Hawley's 
suggestions. 

The  "small  house"  spoken  of  was  the  one 
upon  the  Sartwell  place  which  was  soon 
purchased  and,  as  we  have  seen  before,  was 
in  readiness  for  the  family  when  they  arrived. 

Exactly  where  the  large  house  was  to  have 
been  built  is  to  my  mind  uncertain — for  it 
could  hardly  have  been  the  spot  on  which 
the  Vredenburgh  mansion  was  eventually 
erected  if,  as  Mr.  Leslie's  history  appears  to 
assert,  that  location  formed  a  part  of  the 
land  which  was  not  deeded  to  Col.  Vreden- 
burgh until  Aug.  31,  1803.  Six  months 
before  this  date  Mr.  Hawley  had  written  that 
he  had  seen  Mr.  Reeder  and  agreed  for  him 
to  go  on  with  the  Sartwell  house  and  also 
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with  the  "Great  House" — burning  lime 
enough  to  answer  for  both.  Indeed  on  the 
1 8th  Oct.  1802,  a  contract  had  been  signed 
by  Araunah  Phelps  in  consideration  of  $300 
to  "Dig  a  cellar  for  Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh 
near  the  outlet  of  the  Schaneatelus  Lake  50 
ft.  8  in.  long  &  48  ft.  wide  &  four  deep  .  .  . 
Earth  to  be  .  .  .  thrown  into  the  Gulph  at 
the  Northwest  part  of  the  ground  proposed 
for  the  cellar  .  .  .  said  digging  to  be  com- 
pleted by  10th  day  of  May  next  .  .  .  also 
200  tuns  of  stone  to  be  brought,  in  the  course 
of  sleding  Next  Winter." 

This  contract  seems  to  have  been  carried 
out, — 250  "tuns  of  stone"  being  furnished 
(i.  e.  50  more  than  originally  specified,)  at  a 
total  expenditure  for  stone  and  digging  of 
$336;  for  the  unpaid  balance  of  which  ($221) 
Mr.  Vredenburgh  gave  his  note  to  Araunah 
Phelps  in  June  of  1803.  It  had  been  pre- 
dicted that  during  this  year  the  house  could 
be  built  to  greater  advantage  than  the  year 
before,  but  the  season  dragged  on  without 
anything  of  consequence  being  accomplished. 

As  late  as  the  end  of  June  Comfort  Tyler 
says  "We  are  beginning  to  prepare  the  ma- 
terial and  I  feel  as  though  we  can  build  the 
House  to  advantage." 

Meantime  the  garden  was  probably  making 
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a  brave  show  and  it  is  interesting  to  find 
the  following  bill  of  seeds  which  were  bought 
by  Col.  Vredenburgh  in  March  1803. 

14 1  quart  marrowfat  peas  3/. — 1  quart  Earlie 
Charlton  3/. — 1  quart  Blue  Prushan  3/. — 1 
quart  Wincar  beans  2/6 — 1  quart  Ion  Poad 
2/8 — 1  oz.  horn  Carrot  2/. — 1  oz.  round 
Spinach  2/. — 1  oz.  prickled  Spinach  2/. — 2 
oz.  Early  York  Cabbage  6/. — 1  oz.  Sugar 
Loaf  Cabbage  3/. — 1  oz.  Salmon  Radish  1/. 
— Y2  oz.  purple  Radish  1/. — Yi  oz.  Hysop 
1/6 — Y2  oz.  Thyme — Y2  oz.  Mar  gram — 
I  oz.  Orange  Carrot — 1  oz.  Curled  Pars- 
ley— 1  oz.  Leader  Sweet  pea — Yi  oz.  India 
pink — Yl  oz.  Ten  week  stock — Y2  oz- 
Wenus  Looking  glass — 2  plants  fox  glove," 
&c,  £  3.0.0. 

About  the  same  time  we  find  bills  for 
bundles  of  "fruit  trees"  from  Albany  and 
Schenectady  and  indications  that  the  Vreden- 
burgh and  Burnett  gardens  were  preparing 
to  establish  the  reputation  which  they  so 
long  maintained. 

The  "Great  House"  in  the  mean  time  had 
been  hanging  fire.  Proposals  had  been  made, 
considered  and  rejected;  but  on  the  8th  of 
July,  1803,  a  contract  was  made  by  Wm.  J. 
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Vredenburgh — of  the  1st  part — and  Mr. 
Daniel  Mc  Millen  and  Joseph  Pierce  of  the 
2d. 

Mc  Millen  and  Pierce  agreed  for  the  con- 
sideration of  $1650  to  build  a  Dwelling  House 
for  Vredenburgh  as  follows.  "The  frame  to 
be  50  feet  long  and  40  feet  wide  and  the 
Posts  25  feet  long  with  a  Pedament  Roof 
Front  &  Rear,  and  to  put  in  2  teer  of  Jice 
for  each  story  one  teer  for  the  Floor  &  one 
other  for  to  lath  to  .  .  .  all  with  good 
sound  timber  fit  for  a  house  of  such  size  .  .  . 
D.  W.  Mc  Millen  &  J.  Pierce  are  to  find  and 
be  at  the  expense  of  all  timber  to  put  in  the 
frame  for  said  house, — to  do  all  the  joiner 
work,  to  cover  and  complete  said  house — to 
paint,  glaze  and  trim  every  part  thereof 
outside  and  in — in  workmanlike  manner — to 
be  done  equal  in  goodness  to  any  work  now 
in  Utica — as  nearly  as  possible  on  the  plan 
drawn  for  said  house — to  find  all  the  workmen ; 
to  pay  the  same  and  find  them  with  neces- 
saries, victuals,  Liquors  &c.  .  .  .  and  agree 
to  finish  said  house  by  the  1st  Nov.  in  the  yr. 
1804:  To  receive  in  payment  at  least  3^ 
part  of  whole  sum  in  produce  such  as  wheat, 
pork,  beef,  indian  Corn,  Cattle  &c. — and — I 
said  Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh — do  agree  to  do 
all  the  team  work,  draw  all  the  timber  from 
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the  stumps  or  place  of  giting  it  to  place  of 
building  on  my  Expense  .  .  .  to  be  at  the 
necessary  expense  of  raising  the  Frame 
excepting  the  workmen  employed  on  the 
Frame  ...  to  find  and  provide  ...  all 
materials  for  the  joiners  to  cover  and  com- 
pleet  the  House,  such  as  boards  .  .  . 
shingles  .  .  .  glass,  nails,  paints,  oil,  trim- 
ming &c.  also  to  pay  said  Daniel  &  Joseph, 
or  to  their  use  or  order,  333.00  Dollars  within 
20  days  after  the  frame  shall  be  raised: 
.  .  .  and  after  the  frame  shall  be  compleetly 
covered  and  secure  from  the  weather,  to  pay 
within  30  days,  sufficient  to  make  up  ]/2  the 
sum  of  $1650.00 — the  residue  within  3  months 
after  said  House  shall  be  completed  .  .  . 
and  in  case  of  any  misunderstanding  between 
the  parties  .  .  .  to  be  settled  by  men  elected 
by  the  parties  in  preference  to  any  other  way. 

"It  is  also  understood  that  Wm.  J.  V.  is  to 
furnish  all  the  timber  for  studs  and  braces 
and  jice  at  one  penny  a  foot" — signed — 
Daniel  Mc  Millen — Joseph  Pierce — Wm.  J. 
Vredenburgh. 

Witness  E.  R.  Hawley. 

The  cellar  being  ready,  the  building  of  the 
house  proper  soon  began  and  according  to 
the  account  current  of  the  builders  the  frame 
was  raised  in  Sept.  1803,  and  on  the  1st  of 
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Oct.  they  received,  as  agreed,  $100  in  cash 
and  soon  after  besides  $40  in  produce  $21 1.25 
additional  in  cash. 

Among  the  items  of  produce  in  this  account 
I  find  inter  al.  1  silver  watch  $20  and  1 1  gals, 
of  whisky  $11.  Mc  M.  &  P.  are  also  charged 
"  To  Keel  of  my  boat  cut  up  by  him  for  beams 
for  piazza  $2.00."  The  builders  also  ordered 
from  Albany  a  supply  of  nails;  from  Utica 
came  796  lbs.  of  sheet  lead  &c. — and  the 
Great  House  grew  apace — but  the  contrac- 
tors must  have  repented  at  leisure,  for  the 
next  summer  when  it  should  have  been  near- 
ing  completion  we  find  Mr.  Burnett  writing 
from  New  York  "It  is  certainly  a  distressing 
circumstance  that  the  necessary  closing  in  of 
your  house  should  be  neglected  by  the  ab- 
sence of  Mc  Millen — Pierce  should  be  called 
upon  .  .  .  should  be  compelled  to  make  the 
house  weather-tight  before  winter. " 

However  in  Dec.  1804  we  find  a  bill  from 
Stafford  &  Hekox  of  Utica  for  conductor  pipes 
and  April  11,  1805,  there  is  an  Albany  bill  for 
glass,  whitelead,  brushes  &c—  and  the  next  day 
from  Albany  for  Philadelphia  marble  facings. 

In  August,  Joseph  Pierce  and  Daniel  Mc 
Millen  bound  themselves  in  the  sum  of  $3000 
to  "in  all  things  obey  .  .  .  the  award"  of 
certain  arbitrators,  and  on  the  19th  of  the 
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same  month  the  award  was  made  that  "Wm 
J.  Vredenburgh  shall  pay  to  Mc  M.  &  P. 
$199.82  on  the  15th  Oct.  proxo. " 

This  payment  was  duly  made,  and  so  an 
end  of  this  contract, — but  there  were  others — 
as  that  with  James  Trowbridge  who  received 
$50  in  full  for  clearing  away  stumps  on  the 
premises  near  the  New  House. 

Barnabas  Hall  was  at  work  with  his  "  Yoak 
of  oxen" — at  $1  per  day  plowing  and  scraping 
— and  drawing  timber  from  "Esquire  Earll's 
mill, "  while  Jonathan  Watson  was  carting  the 
family  impedimenta  from  Albany : — amongst 
other  things  13  loads  of  Furniture — £60.14.3. 

The  general  management  of  the  work  that 
was  going  on  at  Skaneateles,  and  other  places 
in  the  vicinity,  appears  to  have  been  in  charge 
of  Chas.  J.  Burnett,  in  whose  accounts  we 
find  against  W.  J.  V.  such  items  as — 

To  paid  Lothrop  &  Cook  for  work 

at  new  House            .          .          .  1. 16.0 

To  paid  John  Strong  Chairmaker      .  1. 12.0 

"     "      S.  Litherland      .          .          .  2.  0.0 
"     "     Transportation    of    Keg   of 

Oysters  from  Albany         .          .  8.0 
To  3  yds.  Humhumfor  Peter's  Shirt- 
ing @  2/6                 .         .         .  7-6 
To  Kow-ki-pots      .          .          .          .1.15.0 
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Whether  this  last  item  was  a  noble  red  man 
or  a  Chinese  sweetmeat — does  not  appear; 
and  then  there  were  pounds  df  pickled  trout 
and  barrels  of  "shadd" — things  which  sug- 
gest a  remote  antiquity. 

Meantime  Mr.  Vredenburgh  was  increas- 
ing his  activities  and  adding  to  his  titles. 
To  his  older  acquaintances  he  is  still  the 
Colonel  but  during  his  winters  at  Albany,  as 
a  member  of  the  Assembly  (1805-6)  he  is 
"The  Honorable  Gentleman" — very  busy 
in  promoting  the  landed  interests  of  his  con- 
stituents, pushing  the  Skaneateles  &  Hamil- 
ton Turnpike  and  other  useful  enterprises : — 
incidentally,  perhaps,  trying  to  float  a  com- 
pany for  the  purchase  of  the  Syracuse  salt 
springs — a  matter  about  which  there  was 
considerable  suspicion  and  anxiety,  lest  the 
people  should  be  robbed  of  their  "Natural 
rights." 

In  the  September  Term  of  Common  Pleas 
he  is  "Judge  Vredenburgh"  and  as  such  cer- 
tain fees  are  assigned  to  him.  Perhaps  it  was 
in  recognition  of  this  judgeship  that  John 
Knittles  writes,  from  Milton,  "I  herewith 
send  you  3  barrels  of  whisky  (94  gals.)" 
at  a  special  price  "to  your  Honour"  .  .  . 
"  have  no  doubt  the  quality  will  please  .  .  . 
would  like  to  pay  all  in  whisky,"  and  he 
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suggests  "a  nice  tub  of  Hog's  lard"  as  likely 
to  please  "in  your  Kitchen." 

In  the  following  May  term  we  again  find 
"Judge  Vredenburgh"  to  whom  are  assigned 
"First  motion  Fees"  whatever  they  may  be 
of  $4.50. 

Then  there  are  bills  for  6  months  subscrip- 
tion to  "The  American  Citizen" — 1  year  and 
8  months  to  the  "Watch  Tower"  and  notice 
to  discontinue  the  "Barometer" — which 
seems  to  indicate  political  aspirations. 

During  the  years  that  the  Great  House 
was  so  slowly  getting  itself  built  New  York 
was  subject  to  several  panics  on  account  of 
the  prevalence  of  diseases,  especially  cholera 
and  yellow  fever.  J.  Hardy  in  one  of  his 
letters  to  Col.  Vredenburgh  speaks  of  the 
"unexpected  appearance,"  a  year  before, 
"of  the  epedemic  fever  which  hurried  you  and 
myself  as  well  as  thousands  of  others  out  of 
the  City." 

We  also  have  a  diary  letter  of  Matilda 
Ten  Eyck's — or  rather  part  of  a  diary — con- 
sisting of  pages  1 69-1 70-1 7 1 — of  a  contin- 
uous record. 

It  is  written  on  a  sheet  of  old  fashioned,  un- 
glazed  foolscap  and  while  evidently  intended 
for  one  of  the  ladies  of  the  family  is  directed 
to  Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh,  Postmaster,  Scane- 


And  Burnett  Families  105 

ateles,  and  stamped  "Free" — though  the 
writer  mentions  the  fact  that  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Vredenburgh  were  at  the  time  at  "  Haerlem" 
— and  again  that  they  were  going  to  "look 
for  a  retreat." 

This  curious  fragment  seems  well  worth 
quoting. 

Greenwich  September  1,  1805. 
Monday  evening. 

Arose  at  Seven.  Mrs.  Frances  came  to 
work  again  this  morning  to  alter  a  dress  for 
Rosalie  &  make  a  frock  for  Evelina,  after 
breakfast  Mrs.  Deuterd,  Edward,  John  & 
myself  accompanied  her  to  see  Mrs.  Hunt  who 
is  very  much  indisposed  with  a  swelling  under 
her  arm, — when  we  returned  I  took  a  nap  as 
I  do  not  feel  very  smart  myself — Mr.  Booth 
gave  us  his  company  to  tea  in  the  afternoon 
and  stayed  till  nine  o'clock.  After  he  left 
us  we  all  went  &  spent  an  hour  at  the  big 
house,  returned  and  supped  on  chicken  pye — 
and  will  now  bid  you  a  very  good  night. 

Teusday  Evening.  Arose  as  usual.  Mrs. 
F.  here  again  to  day  making  a  finish:  after 
breakfast  little  John  accompany' d  me  to 
Mrs.  Davidson's,  we  also  made  a  short  visit 
to  Mrs.  Ball,  Montalbert  went  to  town  but 
returned  to  dinner  after  which  they  began  to 
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prepare  for  the  wedding,  my  Edward  went 
to  Bingleys  this  afternoon  and  I  promised  to 
go  down  to  tea  but  could  not  accomplish  it, 
the  good  folks  left  us  at  six  in  a  coach,  Doctor 
Hunt  entered  at  the  time,  also  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D. 
I  left  the  good  lady  with  Augusta  &  took  her 
Gentleman  to  wait  on  me  to  Bingley's,  but 
behold  when  we  got  there  we  found  the  good 
folks  all  gone  to  our  house,  I  don't  know  how 
we  passed  each  other,  but  so  it  was,  we  re- 
turned immediately  and  found  Adela,  Bingley 
and  your  sister  Reany  seated  here,  the  latter 
came  to  Town  this  morning,  they  spent  an 
hour  with  us  &  bid  good  night,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
D.  stayed  some  time  after  them,  &  at  eleven 
o'clock  the  Coach  drove  up  to  the  door  with 
Montalbert  &  Rosalie,  the  former  gave  the 
bride  away,  they  had  a  great  deal  to  tell  about 
the  company  and  were  very  much  pleased 
indeed  with  the  groom — he  is  quite  a  young 
man,  they  had  an  excellent  supper  and  the 
best  of  Cake  &  good  Company — Adieu- — 

Wednesday  Evening —  Arose  at  seven  & 
at  Eight  we  had  a  visit  from  Polly  &  Walton 
but  it  was  a  short  one.  Rosalie,  Montalbert 
&  Evelina  spent  the  day  at  Mr.  Titus'.  We 
had  a  call  from  Mr.  Davidson  in  the  morning 
&  a  large  party  of  us  took  tea  &  spent  the 
evening  there,  we  were  eighteen  in  number 
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Bingley's  family  were  there  too,  Montalbert 
&  Rosalie  joined  us  before  dusk — after  tea 
we  had  several  songs  in  the  Drawing  room, 
we  then  went  in  Procession  to  the  Pavilion 
my  Edward  playing  a  lively  march,  we  first 
went  round  it  &  then  assended  the  steps 
there  we  again  sung,  the  whole  party  joined 
Chorus,  after  that  we  danced  and  then  re- 
turned to  the  drawing  room  in  the  same  order, 
we  spent  a  delightful  afternoon  &  evening  & 
had  every  thing  heart  could  wish,  it  was  after 
10  before  we  parted.     Good  night. 

Thursday  Evening.  Arose  at  7.  Rosa- 
lie &  John  both  unwell,  the  former  in  great 
distress  about  the  fever,  for  oh  my  dear 
Amanda  we  are  again  afflicted  with  that 
dreadful  complaint  &  it  has  come  so  very 
sudden  upon  us  that  we  are  allarmed  almost 
to  death,  Sister  Weller  was  here  this  morning 
to  ask  my  advice  about  going  to  Albany 
with  her  children,  next  came  Mrs.  D.  with  a 
face  as  long  as  my  arm,  for  she  is  as  great  a 
coward  as  myself — then  came  Bingley,  who 
is  very  much  exposed  as  he  is  obliged  to  go 
in  every  part  of  the  City,  I  wish  from  my 
heart  he  was  off — he  talks  of  sailing  next 
week,  at  4  o'clock  Montalbert,  Rosalie  & 
John  went  to  Haerlem  to  spend  two  or  three 
days  with  Mr.  Elting  &  Mr.  Vredenburgh, — 
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At  dusk  we  went  to  Bingleys,  we  found 
Brewster  there  &  a  few  moments  after  came 
Pap  &  all  Mr.  Manley's  family,  the  latter  are 
frightened  almost  to  death  &  mean  to  spend 
a  few  days  with  Adela. — all  the  conversation 
is  about  the  fever  which  is  death  to  me.  we 
left  them  at  nine  below  par.  good  night. 

Friday  Evening.  Arose  at  Eight,  the 
weather  very  warm  indeed  &  the  talk  of  the 
fever  much  worse,  we  spent  best  part  of 
the  day  at  Mr.  Davidsons  &  it  is  astonishing 
to  see  the  people  move  out  of  Town,  they  say 
the  houses  round  the  Coffee  House  &  Fly 
Market  are  almost  totally  deserted  already. 
Mr.  Fairbourn  has  taken  a  house  &  store 
above  us  &  moves  to-morrow — what  my 
dear  will  become  of  us,  my  poor  old  Belinda 
is  still  111  or  I  would  leave  town  immediately 
as  my  fear  is  so  great.  I  really  think  we  shall 
not  see  Rosalie  again  as  the  allarm  is  so 
general,  I  know  you  will  all  feel  for  us — what 
will  Mr.  Swarthout  say,  his  poor  wife  is  very 
111  with  it  also  Mrs.  Hide  at  the  Coffee  House 
— I  fear  my  dear  girl  I  shall  not  have  spirits 
to  continue  my  Journal. — good  night. 

Saturday  Evening.  Arose  before  Seven, 
but  what  a  day  of  bustle  &  confusion  this  has 
been,  such  moveing  you  never  saw,  we 
counted  near  three  hundred  loaded  carts  in 
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the  course  of  the  day  passing  &  we  heard 
them  go  all  night  long, — I  am  told  there  are  a 
great  many  stores  opened  above  us.  Mrs. 
D.,  Edward  &  myself  walked  up  to  see  Mrs. 
Hunt  this  morning  as  she  is  still  confined 
with  her  arm,  The  weather  is  Extreemly 
hot — how  I  pity  those  who  are  obliged  to  stay 
in  Town,  but  I  believe  there  will  be  more 
moveing  than  ever  there  was  before  for  I 
never  saw  the  people  so  allarmed  as  they  are, 
we  have  not  heard  from  Montalbert  &  Rosalie 
since  they  left  us.  I  hope  John  is  not  sick 
for  he  was  complaining  when  they  went,  no 
doubt  they  have  sad  accounts  of  our  City, 
and  Rosalie  was  frightened  almost  to  death, 
which  makes  me  think  she  will  not  come  in 
town  again,  Evelina  is  here  &  very  well,  she 
sends  her  best  love  to  you  all — in  the  evening 
we  took  a  run  down  to  our  D.  &  spent  an 
hour,  but  all  the  conversation  was  about  the 
fever — we  can  think  &  talk  of  nothing  else, 
— good  night. 

Sunday  Evening.  Sept.  7,  1805. 
Arose  at  seven,  Sister  Weller  &  the  children 
came  here  in  the  morning,  we  also  had  a  call 
from  Robert  Nichols — after  dinner  Edward 
went  to  Bingleys  &  they  all  came  up  with 
him  &  took  tea  here,  at  five  Montalbert  & 
Rosalie  drove  up  to  the  door  in  a  chair,  they 
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are  very  much  allarmed  indeed  &  intend 
going  to  Newtown  to-morrow — shortly  after 
they  were  seated  a  coach  stoped  at  the  door 
with  Alfred  &  his  lady,  they  had  been  in 
search  of  rooms  but  could  not  get  any  above 
us  as  every  place  is  full. 

Rosalie  says  they  met  your  Father  & 
Mother  in  a  Coach — they  tdo  were  going  to 
look  for  a  retreat — Oh  my  dear  Amanda  what 
distress — they  say  the  fever  will  be  worse 
than  ever  it  has  been,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Davidson 
spent  the  evening  here,  the  weather  is  very 
damp  &  disagreeable,  which  has  occasioned 
many  cases,  Sam  is  here  &  I  will  send  this  by 
him  to  the  office, — God  bless  you  all, — pray 
for  us  my  dear,     (signed)  Matilda  Ten  Eyck. 

By  the  12th  of  November,  1805,  Mr. 
Burnett  writes  from  New  York,  where  he  had 
arrived  a  few  days  before,  "The  fever  has 
altogether  subsided  here,  &  every  part  of  the 
City  may  be  visited  with  impunity."  But 
in  the  same  letter  we  find  "lam  much  grieved 
by  the  distressing  tidings  that  awaited  me 
here  .  .  .  of  the  death  of  my  honored  father 
who  expired  in  July  last  .  .  .1  wish  you  to 
put  yourself  in  mourning  as  soon  as  you  can 
.  .  .  there  is  some  bumbazeen  in  the  Store 
— you  had  better  have  a  gown  out  of  it  .  .  . 
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I  think  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  put  the 
children  in  full  mourning — you  will  however 
do  as  you  please. 

I  expect  it  will  be  the  latter  end  of  the 
week  before  I  can  get  away  .  .  .  Kiss  our 
dear  boy  &  believe  me — yours  ever  affection- 
ately"— 

With  his  own  recent  bereavement  and  in 
the  city  where  epidemics  were  so  frequent 
and  so  fatal  the  fond  father's  heart  yearned 
especially  for  that  dear  boy  whose  health 
appears  to  have  been  a  source  of  constant 
anxiety. 

On  the  21  November,  1805,  Daniel  Good- 
win— Doctor  Goodwin  it  is  endorsed — re- 
ceipts a  bill  of  "$48.50  in  full  for  boarding 
two  of  W.  J.  Vredenburgh's  daughters,  & 
paying  tuition  fees  to  this  date" — but  no 
whereabouts  is  given. 

About  2  months  later  Evelina  must  have 
been  placed  in  charge  of  Robt.  Abbatt — a 
quaker  teacher  it  may  be  surmised  from  the 
fact  that  he  dates  his  bill  "1.  mo:  31.  1806"; 
"Eleven  pounds  seven  shillings  &  four  pence, 
being  for  sundry  articles  furnished  his  Daugh- 
ter Evelina  and  for  one  Quarters  advance  for 
her  Board,  Tuition  &c.  commencing  the 
26th." 
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Another  bill  from  the  same  teacher  is  dated 
1806  8  mo:  20.  "To  3  mos.  6  ds.  board  & 
tuition  22.3.9: — sundries  8.1 1.2  =£30.14.11 " 
— but  like  the  previous  ones  these  bills  give 
no  locality. 

In  Mr.  Abbatt's  bills  for  schooling  we  find 
only  the  name  of  Evelina  given,  but  in  a  letter 
written  by  Mrs.  Vredenburgh  from  Scane- 
ateles,  April  27th,  1806,  to  Mrs.  Peter 
Roosevelt  at  Newtown,  Long  Island,  occurs 
the  statement  that  "we"  had  "sent  Cornelia 
to  the  same  school  with  Evelina — you  would 
be  astonished  to  see  the  improvement  Evelina 
has  made.  She  writes  a  very  pretty  hand  & 
has  begun  Cyphering.  I  have  received  some 
very  pretty  pieces  of  work,  she  has  made  a 
shirt  for  her  brother  William  very  neatly 
made  indeed,  has  worked  a  toilet  cloth  for  the 
top  of  a  toilet  table  &  a  very  handsome  basket 
to  set  on  it  &  is  now  making  her  papa  a  shirt 
— she  has  now  been  two  Quarters  only  which 
I  think  is  doing  very  well  for  such  a  little 
girl."  Miss  Evelina  was  then  about  11  and 
Cornelia  13. 

In  the  same  letter  she  says  "during  Mr. 
V's  long  absence  in  the  Legislature  which  was 
twelve  weeks  all  but  three  days  my  family 
has  been  very  small — only  Eliza  and  my  two 
little  boys  and  this  place  does  not  get  increase 
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in  society,  with  not  sufficient  snow  to  make 
sleighing — which  causes  all  country  villages 
in  Winter  to  be  lonely — I  leave  you  ...  to 
judge  what  a  long  winter  I  have  had — but  I 
am  thankful  that  I  am  permitted  to  see  Mr. 
V.  return  in  health  after  so  long  an  absence. 
.  .  .  We  have  my  dear  friend  a  very  back- 
ward spring — everything  is  yet  dreary  not 
a  tree  yet  leafed  out — no  garden  made — 
the  weather  still  cold  and  unpleasant  .  .  . 
more  like  the  fall  of  the  year  than  spring. 
And  so  your  dear  little  Rosevelt  has  got  on 
boy's  cloaths — I  fancy  to  myself  he  does  not 
look  as  pretty  as  he  did  in  his  white  frocks — 
My  dear  little  John  has  got  a  suit  his  Father 
brought  him  from  Albany — he  wore  them 
one  week  but  I  can't  fancy  him  in  them  & 
indeed  he  does  not  like  them  himself — he  was 
much  pleased  when  I  put  on  his  frocks  again 
— I  have  cut  the  sleeves  of  his  jacket  short — 
I  think  I  shall  like  them  better.  ...  I 
find  .  .  .  that  Mrs.  Lupton  with  her  suit 
consisting  of  Mr.  L.,  Miss  Van  Dyke,  Miss 
Elizabeth  &  two  or  three  servants  intends 
honoring  us  with  a  visit  sometime  in  June 
on  their  way  to  Niagara.  So  it  is  a  visit  of 
convenience  I  hope  we  shall  be  on  our  way  to 
Poughkeepsie  as  we  have  it  in  contemplation 
to  visit  the  Children  this  summer."     (Pos- 
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sibly  the  school  was  in  Poughkeepsie)  "I 
am  very  sorry  we  shall  be  disappointed  of 
your  visit  this  summer ....  I  know  of  no 
one  living  I  should  be  so  truly  happy  to  see 
here  as  yourselves .    .    .    ." 

Then  follows  the  one  great  burning  ques- 
tion— "  I  would  thank  you  my  dear  Mrs.  R — 
if  you  will  endeavor  to  prevail  on  Betsey 
Guildersleeves  to  come  &  live  with  me  in  the 
same  capacity  she  lived  with  Mr.  Titus — she 
is  just  the  person  I  have  long  wanted.  .  .  . 
If  I  should  be  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  be 
able  to  get  her  perhaps  you  may  have  some 
one  else  whom  you  could  prevail  on  to  come 
up  here  to  take  charge  of  the  family — A 
Middle  Aged  Woman  Steady  and  sedate — 
one  that  would  suit  yourself  will  suit  me." 

We  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  Betsey 
Guildersleeves  could  be  persuaded  to  go  so 
far  from  civilization — though  Mr.  Vreden- 
burgh wrote  himself  in  a  separate  letter 
urging  the  same  request,  adding — "Mrs.  V. 
would  be  glad  to  engage  her  to  come  &  live 
with  her  as  housekeeper  ...  to  have  her 
engage  to  stay  as  long  as  she  lives.  .  .  . 
If  she  will  come  I  will  see  that  she  is  con- 
ducted from  Albany  by  some  friend  of  mine 
...  or  perhaps  go  down  there  &  wait  on 
her  home  myself." 
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Mr.  Burnett  records  unsuccessful  attempts 
to  secure  recently  arrived  girls,  Welsh  and 
others, — but  the  dread  of  the  Far  West  was 
too  great, — an  "Irish  Nancy"  appears  spas- 
modically in  this  history — but  not  for  long — 
and  even  Sukey — for  whom  Sixty  five  pounds 
was  paid — some  three  years  before — must 
have  been  hankering  for  the  dissipations  of 
Schenectady — for  she  ran  away  in  the  autumn 
of  1806  and  was  supposed  to  be  hiding  in  the 
neighborhood  of  her  former  home. 

In  this,  Mr.  Vredenburgh's  letter,  written 
about  a  week  before  his  wife's,  he  speaks  of 
having  spent  a  long  and  tedious  Winter  at 
Albany — which  he  contrasts  with  the  agree- 
able time  spent  under  "your  hospitable 
roof" — with — "your  good  oysters,  clams, 
crabs  &c. " — "  I  wrote  to  Tim  Nostrand  to  get 
some  of  his  south  side  friends  to  put  up  some 
of  those  fine  beach  clams  for  me — but  he  has 
not  attended  to  it  .  .  .  tell  Tim  I  received 
the  Pigs  safe  before  I  left  Albany  but  the 
Waggoner  .  .  .  was  afraid  they  would  not 
live — they  were  so  poor." 

Mr.  V.  also  speaks  of  Mrs.  Vredenburgh's 
having  been  "very  ill  a  fortnight  before  I 
got  back" — (from  Albany)  "She  is  now 
much  better,  but  not  yet  able  to  return  an 
answer  to  your  esteemed  favor  of  9th  March, 
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she    intends   to   do    herself    that    Pleasure 
soon." 

Under  the  date  of  May  20th,  apropos,  of 
health,  one  of  the  near  neighbors  brings  in 
this  bill 
Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh  to  Samuel  Porter  Dr. 

To  sundry  visits  medicines  and  med- 
ical advise  .  .  .      $27.00 
To  seven  Pigs        ....  6.75 


$3375 


The  approaching  spring  and  summer  ap- 
pear to  have  been  very  trying.  From  about 
the  middle  of  May  to  August  2d,  the  date 
of  one  of  Mrs.  Vredenburgh's  letters  to  Mrs. 
Peter  Roosevelt,  "we  had  but  one  shower  of 
rain."  On  the  16th  of  June  (says  E.  N. 
Leslie)  was  the  celebrated  Dark  Day — 
"what  did  you  think  my  friends  of  the  Great 
Eclipse?"  asks  Mrs.  Vredenburgh — "with 
us  it  was  total  Darkness,  the  stars  were  out, 
the  fowls  went  to  roost  &  the  Dumb  Creation 
appeared  struck  with  awe  at  the  great  reverse 
of  Nature,  it  was  the  most  awefully  grand 
sight  that  can  be  imagined  .  .  .  — since 
the  Eclipse  we  had  a  hailstorm — the  largest 
hail  I  ever  saw — as  large  as  walnuts  or  a  good 
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sized  nutmeg — it  had  a  very  melancholy 
appearance.  "  This  storm,  or  another  shortly 
after  (Aug.  nth,  1806)  is  described  as  a 
"tornado  which  uprooted  many  trees  & 
carried  away  the  plastering  in  the  new 
House."  "The  country  in  general  this 
summer  has  not  worn  the  Blooming  appear- 
ance it  has  heretofore  owing  to  the  great 
Drought,  &  what  vegetation  survived  .  .  . 
is  now  nearly  destroyed  by  the  grasshoppers 
.  .  .  there  is  very  little  hay  .  .  .  pastures 
look  burned  ...  I  am  afraid  the  poor 
Dumb  creatures  will  suffer  .  .  .  and  am 
fearful  that  bread  &  butter  &  vegetables  will 
be  scarce — the  rains  set  in  just  as  the  wheat 
harvest  began  .  .  .  butter  will  be  a  scarce 
commodity — cabbages  &  onions  there  will 
be  none" — then  follows  as  a  natural  sequel — 
"it  is  at  present  very  sickly  through  the 
country  &  many  Deaths — as  yet  it  is  very 
healthy  in  our  village  but  along  the  lake  the 
fever  rages.  There  was  a  funeral  sermon  four 
days  ago,  one  this  aft.  &  another  tomorrow 
morning  nine  o'clock  which  makes  it  truly 
alarming.  It  makes  me  feel  much  dejected  at 
leaving  my  family  &  yet  on  account  of  my 
dear  Mr.  Vredenburgh  who  does  not  appear 
to  be  very  well  &  in  hopes  of  a  change  of  air 
being  of  service  to  him  I  acquiesce — we  pur- 
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pose  if  it  please  God  to  leave  our  young 
family  under  his  protection  tomorrow  .  .  . 
&  going  on  to  Poughkeepsie  to  see  our  two 
little  girls. " 

Immediately  after  the  hailstorm,  in  the 
original  letter,  follows :  "  Last  Tuesday  we  had 
the  honor  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lupton,  Miss  Julia 
Townsend  and  Miss  Herring  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  &  Nurse  on  their  way  to  Niagara 
— from  thence  back  to  Walton  were  (where?) 
— to  your  astonishment  ...  as  well  as 
ours  Mr.  Lupton  is  to  be  married  to  Miss  Julia 
— when  they  return  if  I  understand  aright, 
they  move  all  hands  to  Long  Island,  into  Mrs. 
Johnston's  house  as  taking  care  of  it  for  the 
dear  little  orphans. " 

In  December,  1806,  Mrs.  Vredenburgh 
describes  herself  as  having  enjoyed  excellent 
health  during  her  long  journey — but  the 
tone  of  her  letter  is  not  cheerful,  "Religion  is 
so  low  in  this  part  of  the  world, "  and  speak- 
ing of  previous  Xmas  seasons,  with  friends 
in  New  York,  she  says — "I  am  fearful  this 
year  we  shall  not  even  have  a  Sermon 
preached  on  the  occasion — the  Presbyterians 
prevail  here  with  so  much  strength  that  the 
Church  is  entirely  knocked  Down.  .  .  . 
however  I  wish  you  all  .  .  .  much  happi- 
ness on  the  approaching  season." 
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"You  will  please  give  our  best  respects  to 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Roach — tell  the  former  that 
both  the  pigs  are  dead — we  found  one  very 
sick  when  we  came  home." 

That  the  "Church"  was  "knocked  Down" 
without  any  present  prospect  of  succor — is 
evident  from  the  fact  that  during  the  next 
July  (1807)  Daniel  Kellogg  Treasurer  "Rec'd 
from  Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh  $54.78  on  acct. 
for  the  Purchase  of  Pew  #42  in  the  meeting 
house  now  erecting  by  the  Scaneateles  Re- 
ligious Society." 

Some  three  years  before — the  few  Episco- 
palians in  and  around  the  village  had  agitated 
the  subject  of  establishing  the  worship  of 
their  own  church  at  the  village  and  had  hoped 
for  aid  from  Old  Trinity,  but  they  did  not 
meet  with  much  encouragement — for  Mr. 
Burnett  writes  to  Mr.  Vredenburgh "  Mr. 
Van  Wagenen  Sr."  says  "He  has  laid  the 
matter  before  the  Vestry  .  .  .  but  they 
showed  no  willingness  to  give  pecuniary  aid 
until  you  have  formed  yourselves  into  a 
religious  Body  &  made  some  progress  .  .  . 
then  he  thinks  they  will  come  forward  with  a 
helping  hand." 

According  to  Mr.  Leslie's  History — for 
several  years  services  were  occasionally  held 
in  the  old  Burnett  house;  in  the  big  house 
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when  completed — and  in  a  house  (on  the  site 
of  the  present  St.  James  Church)  one  part  of 
which  was  used  for  religious  worship  and  the 
other  as  the  Post  Office,  the  services  being 
read  by  Messrs.  C.  J.  Burnett,  W.  J.  Vreden- 
burgh, John  S.  Furman  and  Mr.  Litherland. 
The  lot  on  which  the  church  stands  was  given 
for  the  purpose  by  Mr.  Vredenburgh  about 
the  time  that  the  first  Episcopal  church  in 
Auburn  was  built  in  1812 — an  effort  was  also 
made  to  erect  one  in  Skaneateles  soon  after — 
one  cause  of  the  ill  success  of  this  movement 
may  be  surmised  from  the  following  letter 
from  Mr.  Vredenburgh  to  his  friend  Mr.  Peter 
Roosevelt,  April  13,  18 12. 

".  .  .  We  church  people  have  been  a  long 
time  talking  of  building  an  Episcopal  Church 
in  our  village  &  I  have  presented  them  with  a 
handsome  spot  to  build  it  on  in  the  center  of 
the  Village  &  have  subscribed  liberally  to- 
ward it  besides. 

"We  are  but  a  few  in  number  but  have  en- 
couragement from  some  families  that  if  we 
build  a  church  they  will  join  it.  We  feel 
ourselves  unable  to  do  it  without  help .... 
They  have  built  a  church  at  Auburn  7  miles 
from  here,  &  there  is  a  minister  that  preaches 
principally  for  them — sometimes  for  us — 
in  a  long  room  in  a  tavern.     The  minister 
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is  a  Mr.  W.  A.  Clark  who  was  sent  out  as  a 
missionary  among  us  by  our  vestry — he  now 
boards  at  my  house  &  for  his  board  amuses 
himself  in  teaching  my  Boys" — then  follows 
an  appeal  to  raise  for  us  4  or  500  Ds. — or 
more — "You  will  please  observe  however 
that  at  the  West  end  of  the  Village  a  Mr. 
Sackett  an  unconsionable  speculator  has 
purchased  a  farm  &  on  his  offering  to  give  an 
acre  of  land  in  a  wet  sunken  situation  if  they 
will  build  a  church  on  it  &  has  offered  to  sub- 
scribe to  it  also,  although  he  does  not  belong 
to  the  church.  Mr.  Booth  one  of  our  princi- 
pal churchmen  had  signed  our  subscription 
before  the  other  was  thought  of,  but  John 
Furman  his  son  in  Law  having  lately  bought 
a  farm  adjoining  Sackett's  ...  he  struck 
his  name  off  our  .  .  .  paper  &  signed  theirs 
— Interest  &  money  is  their  God."  And 
these  West  Enders  were  on  the  way  to  New 
York — to  get  assistance  too.  "Mr.  Clark 
the  principal  promoter  of  our  plan  is  very 
much  hurt  at  their  conduct  .  .  .  wish  you 
would  .  .  .  so  as  to  defeat  their  object" 
— which  would  "make  a  breach  among  us 
which  will  not  be  healed."  The  breach 
(and  others)  has  long  since  healed  and  is  for- 
gotten ;  but  the  kindly  memory  of  the  gentle 
missionary  has  come  down  to  us  as  a  tradition 
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and  it  is  pleasant  to  know  that  his  troubles 
were  not  unalloyed,  for  in  another  of  these 
letters  we  read  in  regard  to  a  promised  visit 
"Tell  Mr.  R.  to  bring  a  box  of  pipes  .  .  . 
Our  good  parson  will  join  him  .  .  .  for  he 
loves  his  pipe  as  well  as  any  one."  And 
leaving  him  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  pastoral 
pipe — we  will  return  to  more  worldly  matters. 

As  we  have  seen,  during  the  yellow  fever 
panic  in  September  1805  Mr.  Vredenburgh 
was  in  New  York.  On  the  28th  of  January 
we  have  a  bill  from  Smith  Weed  to  Judge 
Vredenburgh — "  10  weeks  &  4  days  board  a. 
40/.— £21.3.0;  To  liquor  bill  ($4-22)  I.I3-9; 
1  Rheam  of  paper  1.8.0;  1  lb.  Flotong  Indigo 
1.  8.  o — £  25.  12.  9."  The  name  "Weed" 
suggests  that  this  was  incurred  during  his 
stay  at  Albany  as  an  Honorable,  though  it 
may  be  connected  with  his  attendance  at  a 
session  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas — in  his 
capacity  of  Judge. 

A  well  known  authority  has  declared,  that, 
for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  common  sense  is  of  more  im- 
portance than  a  knowledge  of  "Common 
Law" — and  at  the  time  of  which  we  write  the 
same  theory  seems  to  have  prevailed  in  the 
appointment  of  Judges.  Many  of  Judge 
Vredenburgh' s  colleagues  had  no  more  legal 
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training  than  he — but  succeeded  in  fulfilling 
their  duties  very  satisfactorily.  Possibly  in 
some  emergencies,  growing  out  of  crude  and 
unusual  surroundings,  their  disregard  of  mere 
tradition  may  have  stood  them  in  good 
stead  and  led  them  to  trust  in  legislative 
enactment  to  correct  any  irregularities  in 
their  proceedings. 

When  not  actually  engaged  in  the  Legisla- 
ture or  on  the  bench — the  Colonel  had  busi- 
ness for  both — either  of  his  own  or  for  others. 
As,  for  example,  David  Ford  writes  from 
Utica  regarding  military  lands  patented  to 
Capt.  Thomas — whose  patents  "were  taken 
out  of  the  Office  by  one  Nathan  Wood  with- 
out any  possible  Authority."  These  lands 
were  in  Sempronius  and  Tully — "I  wish  you 
to  go  immediately  on  to  the  lots  and  do  the 
needful"  as  "I  find  by  the  map  they  are  not 
very  distant  from  you."  There  were  lots 
also  in  Virgil  and  Homer  "where  I  am  in- 
formed they  are  establishing  a  town  on  a 
branch  of  the  Susquehanna  as  a  point  of 
embarking  their  produce."  Again  Ford 
writes  from  Morristown  on  the  St.  Lawrence 
to  Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh  Member  of  Assembly, 
Albany,  giving  power  of  attorney  "to  lease 
out  to  suitable  persons,  as  you  may  think 
proper"  land  in  Tully  and  Sempronius — "  My 
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wish  is  that  as  those  people  in  possession  have 
been  deceived  as  to  ownership  .  .  .  you  are 
to  make  agreements  .    .    .   at  your  discretion. 

I  think  they  ought  to  be  obliged  to  make 
reasonable  improvements  ...  to  set  out 
one  or  two  hundred  apple  trees  for  each 
hundred  acres  .  .  .  put  out  peach  trees  .  .  . 
not  destroy  timber  .  .  .  leave  good  fences, 
lay  down  fields  of  timothy  &  clover  .  .  . 
leave  good  Log  cabins  &  barns  .  .  .  you 
being  a  much  better  judge  than  I  am.  .  .  . 
Those  in  possession  to  have  preference.  .  .  . 
Get  possession  without  trouble — but,  if  they 
refuse,  proceed  to  eject." 

From  Seneca  Falls  Alexander  Wilson  writes 
in  regard  to  lands  and  leases — "The  terms 
generally  are  to  clear  five  acres  each  year 
until  1/2  is  cleared;  to  plant  an  orchard:  to 
enclose  the  whole  in  lots  of  not  exceeding  10 
acres, — with  good  fences:  to  pay  taxes  &  in 
some  cases  to  pay  rent."  And  again,  "100 
acres  leased  for  a  term  of  eleven  years" — 
14  To  clear  5  acres  yearly,  cutting  up  &  burning 
all  timber  &  brush  thereon  until  1/2  is  cleared 
.  .  .  subdivide  into  10  acre  lots — fenced, 
with  rails  of  most  durable  kind  on  lot, — 7 
good  rails  &  a  rider  in  height  ...  at  least 
30  acres  in  grass  ...  100  apple  trees  of 
good  grafted  fruit — in  regular  manner  2  rods 
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asunder;  to  keep  fences  in  good  condition — 
to  pay  taxes  &  assessments." 

"Sd.  party  of  2d.  part  to  be  entitled  to  re- 
fusal of  purchase  at  end  of  lease,  at  valuation 
appraised  by  two  appraisers  chosen  by  the 
parties  to  agreement — who  shall  chose  a 
3d.  &c." 

Then  there  were  many  purchasers,  who  had 
to  be  reckoned  with,  as  Burgun  Covert  who 
complains  from  Ovid — "I  find  myself  so 
streightened  in  this  affair  I  know  not  which 
way  to  proced  .  .  .  you  give  me  little  or 
no  satisfaction  &  those  men  who  has  written 
to  me  has  taken  the  pains  to  give  a  full  Detail 
of  the  Line  &  Bottom  of  their  Title ....  so 
in  this  critical  situation  I  want  your  sincerest 
advice  which  way  to  proceed  for  my  own 
safety — If  I  do  not  come  under  terms  with 
them  I  must  expect  shortly  to  be  Rejected." 
A  copy  is  sent,  with  this,  of  the  letter  giving 
the  title  claimed  by  Benj.  Wallas  and  Sylvan 
Bleecker  from  Henry  Barns  "a  German  who 
came  to  this  country  in  time  of  the  War  &  as 
a  Friend  of  Liberty,  joined  the  1st  N.  York 
Regt.  ...  &  continued  to  the  end  of  the 
war,  and  then  took  to  the  Cultivation  of  the 
Soil  among  his  Cousin  Germans  in  the  County 
of  Montgomery" — he  speaks  no  English  and 
as  to  certain  writings  executed  to — so  and  so 
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— "he  utterly  denies  as  he  never  knew  or 
even  heard  tell — or  ever  had  any  transactions 
with  any  such  persons  or  their  agents  if  they 
had  any."  "We  hold  a  deed  from  Henry 
Barns  ...  &  also  his  wife — to  debar  her 
from  any  right  of  dower"  &c. 

Another  characteristic  land  swindle  is 
presented  by  the  explanation  of  Mr.  Jas. 
Blanchard — "Sir:  I  am  sensible  that  delay- 
ing to  answer  any  Literary  correspondence  is 
very  uncomplaisant,  yet  I  have  waited  in 
hopes  of  some  better  intelligence  to  communi- 
cate. And  can  only  briefly  say  that,  Henry 
Deffendorf,  in  October  1793,  conveyed  his 
military  right  to  Benjamin  Carr.  The  Deed 
acknowledged  before  Sam.  Moffat  (Justice 
of  the  Peace)  &  the  seal  of  the  County  of  Cecil 
Maryland  placed  by  .  .  .  Clerk,  that  Sam. 
Moffat  was  a  justice  &c.  The  deed  is  genuine 
&  on  file.  Benj.  Carr  gave  a  Power  to  Robt. 
Ness  of  Philadelphia  on  all  his  property, 
this  among  the  rest,  &  soon  died.  I  pur- 
chased 1/2  the  right  of  Ness — but  the  papers 
still  remained  in  Ness'  hands.  In  July  1793 
Jacob  Clingman  fabricated  a  Power  from 
Henry  Deffendorf  to  sell  the  right  &  sold  it 
to  Brockholst  Livingston— these  papers  are 
on  file.  I  had  a  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Livingston  &  proved  to  him  the  impurity 
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of  his  claim.  Upon  which  it  was  agreed  to 
Indemnify  him  &  extinguish  his  claim,  but 
tho'  Cooper  offered  him  1200  Dollars,  he 
B.  L.  paying  no  regard  to  his  promise  nor  the 
impurity  of  his  claim  gave  a  Stark  naked 
Quit  claim  to  Cooper.  Cooper  sold  it  to 
some  other  person  for  £1200  &  gave  a  War- 
rantee. 

".  .  .  I  have  heard  that  Deffendorf  is  dead 
and  has  left  children  somewhere  in  Virginia 
.  .  .  Ness  became  a  Bankrupt  but  never 
gave  his  property  to  his  creditors,  &  I  heard 
that  Robert  Smith  had  got  his  papers  from 
him — but  Smith  being  such  a  Devil — will 
give  me  no  information. 

"  Deffendorf 's  Deed  will  be  good  against 
him  &  his  heirs' — and  possession  will  hold 
the  land.  I  found  so  much  difficulty  in 
procuring  a  good  Title  that  I  gave  it  up  for 
a  Bad  Jobb"  &c. 

Besides  these  private  contentions  there 
were  squabbles  of  a  public  nature  to  be 
fought  out — like  the  matter  of  the  Hamilton 
turnpike  which  was  trying  to  get  itself  author- 
ized despite  the  opposition  of  rival  schemes 
of  Utica  and  Cazenovia.  "The  People" — 
writes  Sam'l  Tyler — "are  all  the  while  at  me 
about  it — I  told  them  I  would  write  to  you 
on  the  subject  and  git  your  opinion.     I  have 
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thought  as  I  know  they  mean  to  oppose 
whether  it  was  not  best  to  posspon  it  this 
year  and  lull  them  to  sleep  &  take  a  march 
when  they  Dont  think  of  it  &  try  to  git  a 
Grant — that  way  I  suppose  Peter  Smith  & 
the  Cazenovia  people  will  have  considerable 
influence  but  if  the  thing  would  be  rightly 
understod  in  the  Legislator  I  have  a  better 
oppinion  than  to  think  they  woud  suffer  a 
few  over  grown  men  to  Distroy  so  large  a 
body  of  respectable  people  that  is  now  Desti- 
tute of  a  road  ...  I  hope  you  will  write 
by  the  mail  to  me  immediately  on  the  subject 
whether  it  is  best  to  petition  this  Session  or 
not ....  We  are  a  going  to  have  a  Town 
Meeting  on  the  14th  to  se  if  the  Town  will 
vote  the  Ell  of  this  Town  off  so  that  they 
may  join  with  part  Pompey  &  Tully.  .  .  ' 
N.  B.  I  hope  you  will  not  fail  to  write  me 
the  first  Mail  that  comes  on  both  subjects 
&  such  other  things  as  you  shall  think  proper 
as  I  airways  want  to  Know  what  is  Doing 
at  the  Assembly. " 

This  struggle  was  concluded  during  the 
Winter  Session  by  the  passage  of  "an  act  To 
incorporate  the  Hamilton  and  Schaneateles 
turnpike  Company" — and  in  due  time  Gov- 
ernor Morgan  Lewis  appointed  "you  the  said 
William  J.  Vredenburgh,   Samuel  Payne  & 
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Oliver  Brown  (provided  you  are  not  inter- 
ested in  said  Turnpike)  commissioners  to 
lay  out  the  said  Road. " 

The  books  for  subscriptions  (at  $20  per 
share)  to  this  road,  described  as  "running 
from  Richfield  through  Hamilton  &  Fabius 
&  intersecting  the  Seneca  turnpike  at  the 
outlet  of  Scaneateles  Lake"  were  opened  on 
the  7th  of  June  1806.  On  the  subscription 
list  of  that  date  we  find  150  shares  subscribed 
for.  Of  these  subscribers  I  find  E.  Payne, 
Clark  &  Dormer,  Thomas  Greeley  down  for 
20  shares  each :  Malitiah  Hatch,  Olive  Money, 
Leuben  Leonard  and  Lewis  Billings,  5  each: 
Jedediah  Agerton,  Ichabod  Wheeler,  Theron 
Shephard,  Shubal  Brooks  and  others  1  or  2 
each. 

W.  J.  Vredenburgh's  name  does  not  appear 
— whence  it  may  be  inferred  that  he  accepted 
the  appointment  of  the  Governor  as  one  of 
the  commissioners  to  lay  out  the  road.  Ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Leslie's  account  the  work  com- 
menced immediately — but  as  late  as  April 
1 8 13  I  find  Mr.  Vredenburgh  subscribing 
1000  shares  on  condition  that  the  road  be 
completed  in  the  town  of  Marcellus:  $417 
on  condition  that  the  bridge  be  finished  on 
lot  63  Marcellus,  across  the  Otisco  outlet 
on  or  before  July  15th  18 13.  The  1000 
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shares  were  to  be  paid  for  in  One  Hundred 
acres  of  land  in  lot  #17  Fabius. 

This  very  liberal  subscription  was  intended 
of  course  to  benefit  Mr.  Vredenburgh' s  vari- 
ous enterprises  at  the  outlet  of  Otisco  Lake, 
where  he  had  engaged,  as  early  as  1803,  in 
the  construction  of  a  "dam — a  Floom  &  a 
boat" — and  was  probably  contemplating  the 
laying  out  of  a  prosperous  village  to  be  named 
in  honor  of  his  daughter  Mrs.  Burnett — 
Marietta. 

For  the  carrying  out  of  these  various 
schemes,  i.  e.  "For  the  Improvement  of 
Lott  No.  63  Marcellus  &  prosecuting  the 
business  of  the  Saw  Mill,  Erecting  &  Working 
Distillery,  Potash  &  such  other  business  as 
may  be  thought  most  conducive  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  parties,"  an  agreement  was 
drawn  up — by  which  W.  J.  Vredenburgh  is 
to  furnish  as  capital  lot  No.  63  and  part  of 
62  Marcellus  "valued  at  $  .  .  .  .,  in  cash 
when  necessary."  "In  lieu  of  which  capi- 
tal J.  T.  E.  (John  Ten  Eyck?)  &  C.  B.  (Cha's. 
Burnett?)  agree  to  take  charge  &  manage  the 
business  with  Care  &  Fidelity.  .  .  .  The 
articles  wanted  for  the  immediate  building, 
fixing  &c.  of  the  same  to  be  procured  on  the 
credit  of  W.  J.  V.— &  to  be  repaid  .  .  . 
from   the   earnings  of   the   concern."     The 


And  Burnett  Families  131 

date  of  this  is  wanting,  and  to  what  extent, 
if  at  all,  this  arrangement  was  perfected  we 
do  not  know;  but  in  Oct.  1806  Joseph  Wilder 
and  Araunah  Phelps  covenanted  with  W.  J. 
Vredenburgh  ' '  that  they  or  one  of  them  shall 
on  or  before  15th  of  April  next  in  considera- 
tion of  $550  .  .  .  build  &  .  .  .  finish,  on 
the  most  Northerly  mill  seat  on  the  Outlet  of 
Otisco  lake,  on  lot  63,  a  good  &  substantial 
mill  dam  .  .  .  similar  &  equal  in  strength 
to  that  lately  built  by  said  Phelps  at  the 
outlet  of  vSkaneateles  lake  .  .  .  with  floom 
&  waste  gates  so  constructed  as  to  furnish  a 
grist-mill  with  water,  should  said  William 
choose  to  erect  one,  .  .  .  also  to  build  a 
.  .  .  sawmill  .  .  .  sufficient  to  saw  a  log 
25  feet  long  .  .  .  &  to  provide  .  .  .  ma- 
terials of  all  kinds  .  .  .  except  iron  work, 
.  .  .  they  to  be  allowed  to  cut  all  necessary 
timber  from  lot  63"  &c. 

This  contract  appears  to  have  been  suc- 
cessfully carried  out — with  the  aid  of  some 
twenty  different  men,  among  whom  was 
Josiah  (his  X  mark)  Hallet  who  according  to 
his  bill  assisted  Reed  &  Quick  in  making  an 
aplon  (apron?)  tail  and  in  spoilling  the  dam — 
for  which  purpose  he  sawed  500  feet  of  spiling 
plank — to  say  nothing  of  Norin  Leonard — 
who  furnished  "in  the  above  work"  $62.50 
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worth  of  whiskey.  Again  there  occurs, 
"3H  galls  whiskey  a.  67."  "made  use  of  on 
the  mill  dam," — and  during  seven  consecu- 
tive weeks  charges  of  5^  galls,  whiskey  (in 
spirit)  per  week,  "liquor  for  Otisco  Mills." 

But  it  must  be  remembered,  that  was  a 
period  of  very  dry  weather — and  that  the 
grasshopper  was  a  burden. 

By  November  (?)  1806  the  contractors  had 
received  in  various  payments  $282.64  and  in 
March  1807  following  receipted  for  $338.48 
as  per  contract. 

May  14,  Araunah  Phelps  writes  "Mr. 
Pardy  cald  on  me  for  3  dollars  for  going  to 
Otiskey  to  carry  the  mill  irons — I  wish  you 
wood  pay  him."  Receipted  by  Charles 
Pardee. 

The  work  at  Otisco  appears  to  have  been 
so  far  on  the  dam  and  sawmill,  and  an  ac- 
count dated  March  12,  1808 — amounting 
to  $860.61,  is  endorsed  "Expenditures  at 
Otisco." 

February  14,  1809,  to  take  charge  of  the 
Saw  Mill  on  Otisco  Outlet,  Mr.  Vredenburgh 
employed  Gamaliel  Fairbanks  (for  12  months) 
"  as  Sawyer  of  said  mill ;  to  keep  it  in  repair — 
&  going  day  &  night,  whenever  needed, — if  it 
can  be  done  with  propriety  &  to  receive  one 
half  what  the  mill  may  earn  "  G.  F.  "  to  make 
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necessary  repairs  from  time  to  time,  at  his 
own  cost,  .  .  .  pay  half  of  necessary  black- 
smith work,  purchase  of  files,  tallow  &c,  & 
shall  not  set  a  rack  or  other  snare  to  catch 
fish  in  any  part  of  the  mill  without  permission 
of  W.  J.  V.  but  shall  have  .  .  .  what  cleared 
land  lies  adjacent  .  .  .  about  20  acres — to 
cultivate  improve  &  fence  at  his  own  ex- 
pense— y2  of  the  produce  to  be  given  to 
W.J.  V." 

For  the  building  of  the  proposed  grist  mill 
at  Otisco  an  agreement  was  made  May  14, 
1 8 10,  with  Elihu  Alvord.  The  building  was 
to  be  "37  x  34  feet  and  24  feet  high  from  sill 
to  plate  ...  of  durable  wood,  posts  and 
sills  of  white  oak  ...  as  nearly  as  possible 
like  that  of  Sam.  Tyler  in  said  town  of  Mar- 
cellus  .  .  .  enclosed  with  rough  boards  10 
to  12  inches  wide — to  be  lapped  .  .  .  four 
sufficient  outside  doors,  16  windows  with  two 
sashes  of  12  lights  each, — to  place  frame  on 
platform  of  plank, — consideration  $360  as 
follows,  $100  in  store  pay,  grain,  pork,  whiskey 
as  .  .  .  may  accommodate  said  Elihu  .  .  . 
to  be  delivered  at  Skaneateles  .  .  .  &  $100 
in  cash  when  building  is  framed  &  $160  in 
land  (at  7  dollars  per  acre)  in  N.  E.  corner  of 
said  lot  #63.  .  .  .  sd.  Elihu  to  have  leave 
to  cut  necessary  timber  for  sd.  building  on  sd. 
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lott.  Wm.  J.  Vredenburgh  to  clear  mill  site 
of  trees,  brush  &  rubbish  (except  roots)  & 
draw  timber  as  sd.  Elihu  may  direct. " 

Whether  this  was  the  final  form  of  the  con- 
tract is  uncertain — in  view  of  a  letter  regret- 
ting having  made  an  offer  that  he  could  not 
carry  out  and  make  a  living  profit — which 
letter  concludes — "the  horn  blows  in  the 
mail  now  &  must  cut  my  letter  short" — but 
an  agreement  was  made  with  Alvord.  In  a 
memorandum  of  articles  needed  at  Otisco 
for  the  Grist  Mill  are — 10  thousand  shingles: 
2  barrels  of  Pork:  I  bbl.  whiskey.  By  the 
2d  July  Mr.  Alvord  writes  "Pleas  send  by 
Barer  y2  a  Barrel  of  Wiske  ...  or  more  if 
convenient — be  pleased  to  lend  me  a  barrel 
a  short  time  as  i  have  an  opportunity  to  send 
for  4  or  5  bushels  of  wheat  if  you  can  spare  it 
as  my  family  is  large  .  .  .  my  flour  is  not 
all  gone  but  it  will  be  before  the  Mill  is  nigh 
done." 

A  month  later  the  building  was  progressing 
so  well  that  Alvord  writes  to  C.  J.  Burnett 
and  Ten  Eyck,  at  Skaneateles,  "i  have  in- 
vited my  hands  to  come  &  put  the  timbers 
together  on  Saturday  afternoon  and  Monday 
i  shall  rais  it  .  .  .  give  my  compliments  to 
the  Judg  to  come  Monday  with  you — if  the 
Judg  has  any  pikes  i  wish  you  to  send  them 
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by  the  barer  &  his  takle  blocks  &  rope  for 
we  shall  stand  in  need  of  them  and  eight- 
een gallons  of  wiskee  and  one  pound  of 
tea" — 

"Please  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  let  the  Barer  have 
18/.  store  pay.  he  has  bean  one  of  my  scorers  " 
(?)— signed— E.  Alvord. 

Another  Alvord  letter  of  about  the  same  date 
is  characteristic — "i  understand  you  were 
out  to  the  Mill  yesterday  &  partly  agreed  to 
let  Cop's  draw  your  timber  by  the  day  .  .  . 
they  have  made  a  grate  nois  about  the  timber 
being  so  far  off  that  it  will  cost  an  independ- 
ant  fortune  to  draw  it — there  object  is  to 
make  a  speck  out  of  you — it  is  well  i  found 
it  out  .  .  .  the  timber  is  not  to  exceed  20 
rod  .  .  .  from  Crandals  clearing — all  down 
hill — it  is  all  a  joke — they  think  you  can't 
get  nobody  else — the  barer  of  this  .  .  .  is  a 
good  faithful  man  Mr.  Moffat. — you  should 
not  give  more  than  $40  for  this  job — Cop 
would  not  draw  it  for  $60.  i  hate  to  see  any 
man  imposed  on   .    .    .   yr.  friend. " 

As  late  as  Sept.  1812 — Mr.  Vredenburgh 
must  have  still  had  possession  of  this  flouring 
mill,  as  the  assignees  of  the  patent  of  Benj. 
Tyler  of  New  Hampshire,  in  consideration  of 
$30,  authorized  W.  J.  V.  to  use  one  "Wry 
Fly  Wheel"   (of  the  kind  patented  by  said 
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Tyler)  for  the  purpose  of  a  grist  mill  on  the 
outlet  of  Otisco  Lake — "where  he  now 
occupies." 

From  Kingston  Landing  "a  pair  of  mill 
stones  4  ft.  4  in."  was  sent,  "of  excellent 
quality" — by  way  of  Albany  and  Schenec- 
tady— and  on  to  Cayuga.  Those  of  the 
Otisco  mills  came  probably  from  the  same 
place.  Much  of  the  iron  work  seems  also 
to  have  come  from  Albany. 

Besides  the  saw  mill  and  grist  mill  at  the 
Otisco  outlet,  an  agreement  of  April  18 10  gave 
to  "James  Sutherland  the  privilege  of  erect- 
ing a  fulling  &  a  sett  of  carding  machines 
on  the  East  side  of  Otisco  outlet  on  lot  63,  for 
five  years — consideration  $30  per  an. — Also 
to  have  a  lease,  for  the  same  term,  of  5  acres 
of  land  for  the  use  of  which  he  is  to  clear  up 
the  same — leave  it  in  good  fence — buildings 
to  be  valued  &  paid  for  at  end  of  lease — a.  not 
more  than  $250. — Mr.  S.  to  have  necessary 
water  from  dam. " 

Much  of  the  work  done  in  those  days  was 
paid  for  by  orders  at  stores  for  every  variety 
of  goods,  and  early  in  181 1  I  find  a  request 
from  C.  J.  Burnett  at  Marietta  to  Mr.  Ten 
Eyck  at  the  Skaneateles  store  to  pay  "Mr. 
Hosier  $2.00  in  Dry  Goods  on  acct.  for 
chopping  logs  for  the  grist  mill  floor"  and 
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Loyal  Moffat  receives  l}4  bushels  of  wheat 
and  10/.  for  drawing  timber. 

These  orders  were  generally  by  C.  J.  Bur- 
nett, who  appears  to  have  superintended  most 
of  the  improvements,  and  it  was  probably 
under  his  supervision  that  John  Hosier  was 
employed  "six  days  assisting  in  laying  out 
the  Village  lots  a.  6/." 

NOTE 

The  manuscript  of  this  sketch — left  un- 
finished by  the  author,  Edmond  Reuel  Smith 
— stops  at  this  point. 

The  "Old  Trunk,"  alluded  to  in  the  title, 
was  discovered  in  the  attic  of  the  Burnett 
house,  where  it  had  lain  undisturbed  for 
nearly  a  century.  From  the  papers  found  in 
this  trunk,  and  from  other  papers  and  letters 
found  in  the  house,  the  author  gathered  the 
greater  part  of  his  information  relating  to 
the  Vredenburgh  and  Burnett  families.  He 
married  a  descendant  of  those  families — 
Elizabeth  De  Cost  Burnett,  much  of  whose 
childhood  was  passed  in  the  old  Burnett 
homestead. 

L.    S. 


ERRATA 

Page  8,  line  20;  forn0ct.25", 
read  Nov. 25. 

Line  22;  for  "Sept. 23",  read 
Sept. 3. 

Page  37,  last  line  but  one; 
for  "father's",  read  father-in- 
law1 s. 


